
 

November 20 Members Meeting featuring  

Jerry Waters with Bugs and Blooms 

Upcoming Walkabout—Amberjack: December 2 

Please join us for a walkabout at Amberjack Environmental Park on Tuesday, December 2. 

Amberjack is a 225 acre preserve made up of unique scrub, pine flatwoods, marsh-

es and other beautiful areas. Amberjack is traversed by two significant wetlands. 

They are havens for several species of wading birds, including glossy ibis, roseate 

spoonbills and snowy egrets. Two boardwalks lead to observational platforms on 

Lemon Lake, where people can enjoy the amazing variety of birds 

who inhabit the lake and the surrounding areas  
 

AmberjackPark is located at 6450 Gasparilla Pines Boulevard, Rotonda, FL 

We will meet in the parking lot at 8 AM.  

 

For additional information, please contact Jim Knoy at 3038688337 . 
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Please join the Peace 

River Audubon Society 

on November 20, 2014 

to hear Jerry Waters 

talk about flowers and 

insects in Florida. 
Jerry Waters is a (semi) 
retired science teacher 

from Arcadia.  For 

most of his career, his 

teaching responsibilities 

were centered around 

Chemistry, Honors 

Chemistry and Dual 

Enrollment Biology.  He 

has received numerous 

recognitions as an edu-

cator, including the 

DeSoto County District 

Teacher of the Year, 

the WalMart Teacher 

of the Year for DeSoto 

County, and a Florida 

Distinguished Educator 

award from the Univer-

sity of Florida.   
Jerry has a B.S. in Biolo-

gy from Clemson Uni-

versity, and a M.S. in 

zoology from Auburn 
University.  His primary 

interests are in the 

natural history amphibi-

ans, reptiles, and birds, 

and the conservation / 

preservation of Flori-

da’s unique and threat-

ened habitats. 
He is a certified Florida 

Master Naturalist, and a 

Florida Master Natural-

ist instructor. He has 

been an avid nature 

photographer for 39 

years and leads photo 

group field trips for 

PRAS. 

The Peace River Audu-

bon Society meets at 

the Unitarian Universal-

ist Fellowship Church 

at 1532 Forrest Nelson 

Blvd., Port Charlotte.  

Doors open at 6:30.  If 

you have any questions, 

please contact Jim Knoy 

at 303 868 8337. 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/ParkPages/amberjack/
tel:3038688337


President’s Notes 

Climate change 

threatens the 

birds we see 

every day. I 

pledge to help 

build a brighter 

future for the 

314 birds at 

risk . 
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Greetings.   

 

The weather is starting to 

cool off and the rains are 

lessoning.  It's a great time 

of year to be in Southwest 

Florida.  The trails are be-

coming more passable.  The 

mosquitoes are becoming 

less of a nuisance and best 

of all more birds are return-

ing.  White pelicans and 

American avocets are back 

as are many warblers.   In-

teresting bird sightings are 

coming in. At our last gen-

eral meeting, Phyllis Cady 

reported that approximately 

20 crested caracaras were 

seen while hiking Prairie 

Creek Preserve recently.   

 

Prairie Creek preserve is the 

same preserve that some 

neighbors want their own 

access point to the preserve 

so they can ride their horses 

in.  They would call it a 

public access point, but 

would provide no public 

parking, making it, in effect, 

a private access point. The 

location of that access point 

is where a scrub jay family 

resides in the preserve.  In-

creasing horse traffic in a 

known scrub jay nesting 

area does not make sense. 

These same neighbors, by 

the way, are the same peo-

ple that forced the county to 

move the then proposed 

public access point from 

their neighborhood to the 5 

mile access  road in from 

highway 17.   They don't 

want to have to drive to get 

into the park like the rest of 

us have to do.  So far the 

county has resisted the new 

access point because Prairie 

Creek Preserve and Shell 

Creek Preserve are both 

designated as potential 

Scrub Jay mitigation areas.  

Prairie Creek Preserve also 

has a healthy population of 

nesting Swallow Tailed 

Kites in the spring time.  

Why mess with a special 

place like this?  Horse riders 

in the Deep Creek Preserve 

drop trash and sometimes 

have dogs run with them.  

That is all bad for wildlife. 

 

Another issue that is hap-

pening right now is the revi-

sion of the SMART Char-

lotte 2050 plan.  The county 

is attempting to strip the 

county plan of its environ-

mental regulations and to 

open up more of its lands to 

development. The Sierra 

club and others are trying to 

prevent that from happen-

ing. PRAS is doing what it 

can to support their efforts.  

Those plan revisions also 

require the county to pro-

vide for private access to its 

environmental preserves.  

We all need to keep vigi-

lant.   

 

At our October general 

meeting, we were enlight-

ened with a wonderful talk 

by Tom Zinneman.  Tom is 

a long time PRAS member 

as well as an expert birder 

and photographer. He in-

formed us of camera equip-

ment choices we can make 

when pursuing bird photog-

raphy.  He also gave us de-

tailed information on where 

to find the birds and how to 

photograph them.  He has 

some wonderful pictures in 

his collection.  We were 

also treated to wonderful 

snacks brought in by our 

members.  There was a lot 

of chocolate there that 

night! 

 

One of our volunteers, 

Sandy Artman has suggest-

ed that we seek donations to 

help defray our expenses for 

our new meeting location.  

You may not know it but we 

now have to pay quite a bit 

more to rent our space than 

we did the last three years.  

We now pay $120 a month 

for our meeting space.  Her 

idea is a great one.   So, if 

you would like to help us 

out and pay for one of our 

months, please contact me. 

Thanks 

 

We are always looking for 

more volunteers.  If you 

would like to help us out in 

any way, please contact me. 

 

Look up Peace River Audu-

bon Society on Facebook.  

 

    

Thanks and happy birding. 

Jim Knoy, President 

http://www.zinnysworld.com
http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org.
http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org.


Saturday 15 November is the 

field trip to Audubon Cork-

screw Swamp Sanctuary. 
A few of the late warblers 

should be passing through the 

swamp with other migrants. 

Barred Owls and Pileated 

Woodpeckers are always pos-

sible. We also will be looking 

for orchids that bloom at this 

time of the year. Corkscrew 

Swamp is always a great place 

to visit. The boardwalk is 1.5 

miles long and easy to walk and 

enjoy the sights and sound of 

the swamp. 
We will meet at 7 AM and 

carpool from the south meet-

ing place at Public’s parking lot, 

located at 41 & Burnt Store 

Road. The park is 75 miles 

away and takes about 1.5 hours 

to get there. The entrance fee 

is $12.00 per person and $6.00 

for National Audubon mem-

bers. Bring a lunch and we will 

eat on the Nature Center’s 

porch. 
For information call Dave Lan-

caster 586-214-0203  

November Field Trip—Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 

Emerson Point Preserve and Felts Audubon Preserve Field Trip 

water’s edge, on some red 

mangrove roots, an immature 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron 

was spotted. At a nearby pond, 

Cattle Egrets, Great Egrets, an 

Anhinga, a female Kingfisher, 

and a Coopers Hawk were 

observed. 
Following the Tower watch, we 

headed for the point of Emer-

son Point at the western end of 

Snead Island. A number of wad-

ing and shore birds were ob-

served along the shore. This 

included a Spotted Sandpiper, 

Willet, Fish Crow, Little Blue 

Heron, Great Blue Heron, 

Great Egret, and Snowy Egret. 

Terns, Pelicans, Cormorants, 

and other sea birds were seen 

working their way over Tampa 

Bay. 
The last stop at Emerson Point 

Preserve included a walk 

through a few of the trails that 
passed over several Indian 

mounds including the Portavant 

Temple Mound, the largest 

temple mound in the Tampa 

Bay area. Many large oaks and 

other native trees were ob-

served around this 1200-year 

old temple mound and 

throughout the surrounding 

village middens. The beauty of 

this area made up for the lack 

of many bird sightings. 
A 15 minute drive took us to 

Felts Audubon Preserve, a 27-

acre parcel left to the Manatee 

County Audubon Society by 

Otis and Anita Felts following 

his passing in 2002. This pre-

serve is home to numerous 

large oaks, several ponds, and a 

few small fields. As it was early 

afternoon, there wasn’t a great 

deal of bird activity but the 

walk through this preserve was 

most pleasant. Seen here were 

Cardinals, Pine Warblers, a 

Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed 

Hawk, White-eyed Vireo, and, 

at the wonderful bird blind, a 

Tufted Titmouse. The best 

sighting, of the day at Felt’s 

Preserve, was a pair of Great-

horned Owls. 

All of those present on this 

field trip agree that these two 

preserves are certainly worth a 

visit. 

A lovely sunrise on the morn-

ing of Saturday, October 18, 

2014 greeted nine early risers 

for their drive to Emerson 

Point Preserve and Felts Audu-

bon Preserve, both located in 

Palmetto, Florida.  
First stop was at the entrance 

to the Observation Tower 

which looks over the 365-acre 

Emerson Point Preserve and 

the Manatee River where it 

meets Lower Tampa Bay. A 

board walk took participants 

over some shallow brackish 

waters, passing by several 

Gumbo Limbo trees, and up a 

man-made hill that supports 

the observation tower. The 

tower offers a tremendous 

view of the surrounding area as 

well as a view of the Sunshine 

Skyway Bridge over Tampa Bay. 

The tree canopy was scanned 

by the participants with several 

birds spotted. From the tower 

or near the tower we saw 

Ospreys, Red-shouldered 

Hawks, flocks of Ibis, and Car-

dinals. Along the trail, leading 

from the tower, we saw or 

heard Red-bellied Woodpeck-

ers, Pine and Palm Warblers, 

and Cat Birds. Close to the 

The best 

sighting, of the 

day at Felt’s 

Preserve, was a 

pair of Great-

horned Owls. 
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Jim Knoy 

 
In this month's president's mes-

sage and in past newsletters, 

we have asked for volunteers.  

We need volunteers to help us 

staff tables at nature festivals, 

to help set up for meetings and 

then put things away.  We 

would like to have more direc-

tors on the Peace River Audu-

bon Society (PRAS) Board of 

Directors. If you are interested 

in any of this, please contact 

me or any other Board mem-

ber.   
There are other organizations 

in need of volunteers here in 

Southwest Florida.  The oppor-

tunities are almost endless for 

volunteering down here.  But 

there is one organization in 

particular who needs our help.  

PRAS help found the Peace 

River Wildlife Center (PRWC) 

in 1982.  We are very proud of 

our role in the establishing of 

this world class animal rescue 

facility.   
The PRWC  is currently locat-

ed in Punta Gorda adjacent to 

Ponce De Leon park.  It is a 

very popular destination and a 

great place to see many birds 

native to Southwest Florida.  

PRWC is a very different or-

ganization that PRAS. It has a 

lot of animals to feed and take 

care of, buildings to maintain 

and salaries to fund.  They have 

excellent staff but have to de-

pend upon the Board of Direc-

tors and other volunteers to 

assume various duties or oth-

erwise provide support to keep 
the facility operating.  They 

need volunteers. You will often 

see notices in the local paper 

where the PRWC is soliciting 

volunteers to help clean cages, 

lead tours or whatever.  Those 

are very important jobs, but I 

am asking the PRAS member-

ship today for some other help.  

PRWC has some very specific 

needs.   
The PRWC needs people with 

expertise in fundraising.  Main-

taining the facility and taking 

care of the animals is very ex-

pensive.  They also need help 

from people with expertise in 

various software and hardware 

technologies.  They would like 

to have volunteers who would 

focus on producing the news-

letter.  The also need someone 

to keep the web site updates as 

well as the other social media 

sites. If there are people with 

expertise in budgeting, especial-

ly with using Quickbooks  for 

non-profits, you are needed.   
Finally, as you may be aware of 

already, the PRWC is looking 

at a possible move to another 

location.  The PRWC needs 

the help of professionals who 

can help them determine site 

requirements.  For instance, a 

new facility might require 

storm water control struc-

tures.  A new parking lot may 

add to that issue.  This example 

is the tip of the iceberg.   

If you can be of any assistance, 

please call the Peace River 

Wildlife Center office between 

the hours of 11:00 AM and 

4:00 PM, Monday through Fri-

day.  The Center is open for 

visitors seven days a week. The 

number is 941-637-3830. Their 

email address is peaceriverwild-

life@yahoo.com.   

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an im-

age, place it close to the article. 

Be sure to place the caption of 

the image near the image. 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is 

an important part of adding 

content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture sup-

ports or enhances the message 

you’re trying to convey. Avoid 

selecting images that appear to 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

The Need for Volunteers 

“Every person 

can make a 

difference, and 

every person 

should try.”   

 

John F. 

Kennnedy 
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Eleanor Marr 

 

The website called “e-Bird” , another 

product of the Cornell University Labora-

tory of Ornithology, is a great multi-

faceted resource for all birders.  One way 

you can use this web site – let it keep 

your birding records!  You can submit 

checklists of the birds you see and can 
access them in the future.   E-Bird even 

sorts your records into more kinds of Life 

Lists than you'll ever need – year lists, 

state lists, county lists, even yard lists.  All 

you do is submit your lists.  Beginning 

birders have a special advantage, as this 

site can keep your  records right from the 

start.  If you already keep records, they 

can be transferred to e-Bird - IF you have 

the date and place where you saw the 

birds.   

 

You, in turn, are supplying the Laboratory 

of Ornithology with valuable information, 

data that they use in conjunction with lists 

supplied by many others to determine 

which birds are found where, and at what 

time of year, and in what numbers.  Over 

the years this turns into valuable infor-

mation about population trends.  This is 

an example of Citizen Science at work. 

 

So how do you go about this?   If you 

have bird list handy, or if you just go out-

side now and record all the birds you see, 

take the list to your computer and work 

as you read along.   

 

First  log onto e-Bird at http://ebird.org/ 

for the home page.   

 

Let's  skip to the parts relevant to record-

ing and retrieving your bird lists. On the 

gray bar near the top is a menu of topics. 

You will use two of the topics,  “Submit 

Observations” and “My eBird”,   to create 

and find your own records.   Click on 

“Submit Observations” to start. 

 

You'll be asked to register,  provide a 

user name and password of your choos-

ing, as well as other information.  Be sure 

to write your username and password  
down somewhere  you can find it again. 

Also, you may want to change  your priva-

cy levels.   Your records and your name 

(unless you ask) can be viewed by anyone 

with access to this site.  Make the choices 

you are presented with in a way that 

makes you comfortable.  To do this, find 

the word Preferences which occurs near 

the top of several pages, click, and follow 

directions. 

 

After you register,  you can start creating 

your birding records.  (You may need to 

click Submit Observations again).   “ 

Where did you bird?”  comes first.   

 

 

You are given several ways to locate your 

site.  The top bar is a drop-down list of 

your locations.  Of course you won't have 

any to start with, but you will soon have a 

list of your favorite birding sites.  Until 

you do start out by clicking  “Find it on a 

Map”.  The next screen asks for the coun-

ty and state.  When you enter this,  you 

get to a  map of the county with birding 

hotspots already pinned on it as balloons, 

thanks to previous e-Birders.   

 
 

Put your location address or name 

(assuming it is reasonably well known, like 

Ollies Pond) in the “Zoom to” box, click, 

and you get a detailed map of the area 

you submitted centered.  If the name you 

enter is recognized, there will already be 

a balloon marker there, and the name 

appears on a location label just above the 

green “continue” button. Press 
“continue” if you're satisfied.   If that did-

n't work, click other possible balloons and 

look for the location name.  If there is no 

balloon for your location  (your yard, for 

instance) ,  you'll create your own balloon 

marker and name for the location.  To do 

this,  center the “hand” cursor over your 

location and click. (The map can be en-

larged or moved around – follow direc-

tions on the screen).  When you're satis-

fied that the “hand” is over your location, 

click and a green balloon appears.  Enter 

your Location Name on the right,  then 

click “Continue”.   Next time the name 

will appear in your personal list of loca-

tions and a blue balloon will appear on 

that map. 

 

On the next page you enter background 

information about your list, things like 

date, time of day, length of birding.  You 

can include your own comments if you 

wish. 

 

Now you will record your observations.  

The next page brings up a table of birds 

likely to be found in your  area.  The bird 

list is either a taxonomic list (like the 

order in a field guide) or an alphabetical 

list.  You can change to the other by click-

ing its name on the right side of the page 

(under advanced instructions). To enter 

your birds,  enter the number (or an esti-

mate of the number)  for each species 

you identified.  You're not expected to be 

perfectly accurate, so try to enter a num-

ber.  If you can't give a reasonable esti-

mate,  just enter the bird as x .  Continue 

till you've entered all the birds on your 

list. 
 

At the bottom of the page,  you are asked 

if you are submitting a complete list of 

birds you identified.  Answer “yes” unless 

you are deliberately not including some of 

the species.  Then click “submit” and you 

have entered a record!  Notice there is an 

Featured Website: Birding on the Internet  part 3 

Keeping Your Records On e-Bird    
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“edit this page” tab if you want 

to make changes. 

 

Now that you have entered a 

checklist, how do you access it 

in the future?  And what about 

that Life List?  Click on “My 

eBird”.  That option appears on 

the menu bar on most pages, 

not just the home page.  That's 
where your records are.   

 

You'll see “Your Life List” at 

the top of the table, with the 

number of different species you 

have submitted.   Click on the 

NUMBER and you go to your 

current Life List.  Of course, 

the first list will be the species 

you just entered.  It's fun to 

watch the numbers increase as 

you enter each new checklist.   

 

Your life list is in either alpha-

betic or taxonomic order.  You 

can change it to the other if 

you'd prefer. Just above bird #1  

you find “Alphabetic Taxonom-

ic”.  The style NOT on display 
is  underlined.  Click on the 

underlined word to change.  

The list also displays where you 

saw each bird for the first time 

and the date.  Note that the 

words are underlined.  When-

ever you have something UN-

DERLINED in any of these 

tables, you can click on it and 

get to some sort of list.  If this 

is your first checklist,  clicking 

won't show you anything other 

than the birds you just submit-

ted.  As the number of lists 

grows, new birds will be added 

to the Life List  and clicking on 
numbers in the different col-

umns will provide interesting 

lists to review – lists of every 

time you reported a particular 

species, every bird seen at a 

particular location, or the 

checklist from a particular date. 

 

Go back to “My eBird  (tab in 

the menu at the top).  Below 

“Your Life List” is “Your Stats”.  

Here you see  a table with 

numbers of species  listed by 

“Life”, “This Year”, or “This 

Month”.  You also get a sum-

mary of checklists – total 

you've submitted,  this year and 

this month. (There's also a row 

you probably won't use called 

ABA Total Ticks. Check the 

“HELP”button on the home 

page if you really want to know 

what that is). 

 

The last item on the table is  

“Your Lists”. Here you can 

bring up all kinds of Life Lists.  

By default, you see the lists 

sorted for “County”, but you 

can change by clicking to lists 

sorted by “Major Regions”, 

“Country” or  “State”.  Let's 

stick to “County”.  Here you 

find a table of the number of 

lists you submitted for all the 

counties you reported from, 

again  for “Life”, for this “ 

Year” or for this “Month”.  

Clicking on a number for one 

county brings up your life list 
for the county, with the loca-

tion and date you first saw the 

bird in the county.  Everything 

here is underlined, and clicking 

on any item brings up a new 

kind of list.  Clicking on the 

name of the bird, for example, 

brings you a list of all the lists 

the bird appears on in that 

county during the period of 

time you specify.  Clicking on a 

location gives you a Life List for 

that location (your yard, for 

example). Clicking on a date 

will bring up the complete 

checklist for that date. 
 

So how do you access one 

particular checklist?  There are 

a number of ways of doing it.  

Here's one general way to be 

sure to find it (if you remember 

a little about that trip).   Go 

back to your total Life List.   

Find a bird, any bird, that you 

saw the day you made that 

checklist..  Click on the name 

of the bird.  You'll get a list of 

each time you reported that 

bird, by location and date.   If 

you can find the correct loca-

tion and date, click on the date, 

and up will come your list!  By 

the way, if you need to edit 

that list,  “edit your list” is still 

an option. 

 

So how are YOU going to use 

e-Bird?  If you have no use for 

records,  you can still contrib-

ute to science.  Don't be afraid 

that you might make a mistake.  

You will, but even experts do 

so occasionally.  This is taken 

into consideration.  If you try 

to list a bird that's not reasona-

ble for your locality and time of 

year, for instance, you will be 

asked to provide additional 

evidence before that bird is 

accepted.  E-bird wants YOUR 

lists!  There's even a monthly 

prize (a pretty good one) 

awarded to the e-Birder of the 

Month drawn from a pool of 

everyone who meets criteria 
for the month. Learn about the 

contest, and more, in articles 

on the home page. 

eBird cont’d. 

If you have no 

use for records,  

you can still 

contribute to 

science.   
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By Phyllis Cady 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the 

first walkabout of the season.  

The weather looked dreary and 

we felt a few raindrops but it 

turned sunny later in the morn-

ing.   We were greeted by 

many species of birds as we 

headed to the 

marsh….Catbirds, Cardinals, 

Mockingbirds, Jays, and Pine 

Warblers.  Then things quieted 

down a bit as we walked.  We 

had many Bald Eagle sightings 

as we were lucky to have Starr 

Zachritz join us and she has an 

uncanny way of spotting eagles 

through the trees.  As we got 

deeper into the flatwoods, we 

saw Flickers,  Downy and Red-

bellied Woodpeckers, but the 

Brown-headed Nuthatch didn’t 

show itself. There was a con-

vention of crows at Charlotte 

Flatwoods with so many speak-

ing at once that we had a hard 

time hearing other birds call.  

We did manage to see a Belted 

Kingfisher, Common Ground 

Doves, Wilson’s Snipe, White-

eyed Vireos, and Eastern Phoe-

bes….about 25 species in all.  

The wading birds did not make 

an appearance probably due to 

the higher water level.  We had 

a few newcomers join our 

group today, so special thanks 

to those who shared binoculars 

and showed what a friendly 

PRAS group we have.   Every-

one contributed to making this 

group a pleasure to lead.    

 

October Walkabout – Charlotte Flatwoods 

December  Reminders 

Dec. 2, Tuesday—Walkabout Amberjack Preserve 

 

Dec. 14, Sunday—Christmas Bird Count 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 18, Thursday—Member Photog-

raphy Contest and Potluck Dinner 

 

 

Volume 38, Issue 3 Page 7 

Penni Lowry 



Page 8 White  Bird 

 

Dear Friends, 

“Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.” -- Helen Keller 
  

 
 

  

We are humbled and grateful for this victory that you made possible. Thank you for all your 
hard work and dedication to achieve this milestone in Florida’s history. 

For future generations and for Florida! 

 

The Campaign Team -- Will, Pegeen, Aliki, and Laura 
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This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your or-

ganization. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, 

founding date, and a brief history. You could also include a brief list of 

the types of products, services, or programs your organization offers, 

the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or European 

markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want 

more information about the organization. 

MARK THE DATES 

ard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other 

forms of communication that 

you’ve created for your organi-

zation. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 
such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual chari-

ty auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

good place to insert a clip art 

image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear 

on the back. So, it’s a good idea 

to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly cap-

ture the attention of readers. 
You can either compile ques-

tions that you’ve received since 

the last edition or you can 

summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked 

about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stand-
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13 
 
10:00 DeSoto 

Nature Talk 
5:30 Board meet-
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Pass Beach 
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21 22 
10:00 Charlotte 

Harbor Nature 

Festival 

 

23 24 
8:30 DeSoto Na-

ture Walk—

Brownville 

25 
Sierra Walk Prairie 

Creek Preserve 

26 27 
Thanksgiving 

 

28 29 
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By Eleanor Marr 

 
The Forster's Tern is one of three terns commonly seen in  Florida flying over water or set-

tled down on the beach, frequently in a mixed flock of terns and gulls.  It is thrilling to see it 

hovering in mid-air, searching for fish, then rapidly diving down to retrieve one.  It is the tern 

most often seen over our local waterways and ponds, although Royal Terns can be seen 

there as well. 

 

A migrant, it arrives in our area in the fall and leaves in the spring, breeding in inland marshes 

in areas of the north/central  U. S. and south Canada.  In fact, although migratory, it usually 

doesn't stray from North American and the Caribbean. 

 

In winter,  the Forster's Tern has a white head and belly, and a black area around the eye 

and ear patch which no other tern displays.  The back and wings are light gray with white 

areas on the leading edge, the bill is black, often with a reddish area near the base, the legs 

are orange/red, the tail is deeply forked and light in color with gray tips.  In this plumage, 

identification is easy because of the unique eye patch.  The other two terns often seen on 

our beachs in winter not only lack the black eye patch, but are also significantly larger. In 

addition, the Royal  and Sandwich Terns have black ruffs on the back of their white heads, 

and their bills and black legs are distinctive.  Royal Tern has a very large yellow/orange bill, 

whereas the Sandwich Tern has a black bill with yellow tip. 

 

In  breeding plumage it's a different story.  The Forster's Tern and a number of other medi-

um sized terns, including  the Common Tern which can be found on our beaches during 

migration and occasionally in summer, have a black cap, an orange-red bill with black tip, and 

mostly gray wings. Identifying medium-sized terns in breeding plumage is difficult but not one 

we  deal with here in fall and winter.  Starting in February, however some Forster's Terns 

will develop breeding plumage, and Common Terns might be passing through.  If you find a 

medium-sized tern with a black cap, probably the easiest way to decide between the two 

most likely choices is wing and back color.  The Forster's Tern has a lighter gray color and  

whiter primaries (the outermost  flight feathers).  The Common Tern usually has a dark 

wedge on the primaries, and much more dark color on the underwing in flight.  The larger 

terns will also develop black caps, but their bills, leg color and larger size make them fairly 

easy to eliminate.  

Bird of the Month: Forster's Tern     Sterna  forsteri      
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Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________            
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 
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