
 

 

 
Unitarian Universalist  

Fellowship Church 

 
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd.,  
Port Charlotte, Fl  

Thursday, September 18, 2014  

Shorebird Identification and Lee County  

Bird Patrol: Charlie Ewell 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2014 

Photobirding in Florida: Tom Zinneman 

 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Flowers and Insects: Jerry Waters 

 
Thursday, December 18, 2014 (arrive at 

5:30) 

PRAS Potluck and Photo Contest  

 

Thursday, January 15, 2015  

Christmas Bird Count Results: Tony Licata 

 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 

Florida Scrub Jay Status: Marianne Korosy,  

State Audubon 

 

Thursday, March 19, 2015 

Banquet and Silent Auction: (reservations required) 

Florida’s Fascinating Birds:  

Reinier Munguia  

 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 
Florida’s Wildlife: Past, Present and 

Future 

Charles Sobcazk 

 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Member’s Night Slide Shows 
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Greetings. We are starting the 

season with a terrific lineup of 

speakers for our general meet-

ings and Annual Banquet in 

March.  Shannon McGinnis has 

helped schedule a series of 

great walkabouts and field 

trips. We have many wonder-

ful volunteers that will ensure 

that the meetings and hikes are 
to your liking. 

 

I want  to welcome our new-

est Board of Directors mem-

bers, Penni Lowery and Don 

Youso.  I also want to thank 

our continuing Board of Direc-

tors members, Stu Lewis, Vice 

President, Jim Comfort, Treas-

urer, Linda Waters Secretary, 

Larry Behrens, Mike Krzyz-

kowski, Eleanor Marr, Mary 

Ann Sakamoto , Bob Winter, 

Nancy Turner and George 

Ruby.  What a pleasure it is to 

work with these dedicated 

people.  I also want to thank all 

of our Standing Committee 

chairs.  Many of the Board of 

Directors are also Committee 

Chairs, so I will only mention 

here the names the other chair 

people. For a complete list of 

what committees we have, 

please review the activities 

brochure for the 2013 - 2014 

season.  Our other committee 

chairs are, Larry Linn, Dave 
Lancaster, Mary Ann Hughes, 

Tony Licata, Gail Hopper, 

Shannon McGinnis and Phyllis 

Cady. Please introduce your-

selves to these friendly people 

and also, feel free to volunteer 

and join a committee. 

    

We have a Facebook page and 

a web page that is undergoing 

a revision. Please visit these 

sites for more information.  

Look up Peace River Audubon 

on Facebook. Our URL is 

www.peaceriveraudubon. 

 

We have a new meeting facili-

ty. Our meetings now take 

place at the Unitarian Univer-

salist Fellowship Church at 

1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd., 

Port Charlotte.  We are very 

happy with this new facility and 

look forward to seeing you 

there. 

    

Finally, I want to make sure 

that you are all aware of our 
Audubon Pennington Nature 

Park in Port Charlotte.  This 

small preserve showcases 

three ecosystems which con-

tain a wide variety of flora and 

fauna.  Every Wednesday 

morning at 8:00 AM, Larry 

Linn leads a dedicated crew of 

volunteers that keep the trails 

clear, pick up trash, help con-

trol exotic plant species, and 

enjoy walking the trails. Please 

feel free to join in with Larry's 

team. 

    

Thanks 

Jim Knoy, President 

The Peace River Audu-

bon Society chapter is 

holding its first general 

meeting for the season 

on September 18, 

2014 at the Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship 

Church on 1532 Forrest 

Blvd., in Port Charlotte.  

The speaker will be Charlie 

Ewell and he will discuss 

Shorebird Identification and 

the Lee County Bird Pa-

trol. Charlie Ewell is a re-

source teacher for gifted edu-

cation in the Lee County 

School District by vocation, 

and volunteers for a number 

of bird related organizations 

by avocation: Coordinator for 

the Lee County Bird Patrol (a 

volunteer group that con-

ducts surveys and bird ID 

walks for Lee County Parks 

and Recreation), Vice Presi-

dent for the Cape Coral 

Friends of Wildlife, organizes 

the Lee County Shorebird 

Partnership for the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conserva-

tion Commission, is a regional 

reviewer for eBird and The 

Great Backyard Bird Count, 

and sits on the Field Observa-

tions Committee of the Flori-

da Ornithological Society. 

Doors open at 6:30 PM for 

social time. The meeting 

starts at 7:00 PM. Please call 

Jim Knoy at 303 868 8337 for 

more information. 

Monthly Meeting: Shorebird Identification  

Ollie’s Plaque 

Jim, Penni, and Larry met at 

Ollie's Pond to attach the 

plaque on the bench re-

cently installed in honor of 

Oliver H. Hewitt (Ollie). Gulf 

Coast Engraving did a marvel-

ous job in preparing this 

plaque. Following the re-

turn of the snowbirds, Peace 

River Audubon will hold a 

dedication ceremony at this 

site.  

http://www.birdpatrol.org/


 

 

October 7, 2014 @ 

8:00 AM 

 
Our first walkabout for this 

season will be at Charlotte 

Flatwoods which is right past 

Punta Gorda on US 41 heading 

south.  It is on the northwest 

corner of US 41 and Zemel 

road. There is a sign and a gate 

leading you into the parking 

area.  This county environmen-

tal park is about 487 acres of 

pine flatwoods, depressional 

marshes, and freshwater ponds.  

We will be taking the trail that 

goes around Spartina Marsh 

which is 1.7 miles long.  We 

should see a variety of birds 

that live in the pines and in the 

marshes.   Alligators and otters 

are often seen as well as many 

species of wildflowers.  Re-

member to bring sunscreen, 

bug repellent, water, and wear 

old hiking shoes.  At this time 

of year the trail may be wet in 

the low areas.  Restrooms are 

not provided.  If you have any 

questions call Phyllis Cady at 

941-286-7638.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

help support two college stu-

dents in environmental educa-

tion.  Next summer we would 

like to be able to send a child 

to a nature camp.  We contin-

ue to support environmental 

education with a contribution 

to our local environmental 

center and do upkeep on 

Audubon's Pennington Park.  

All of the $20 you send to 

PRAS will go to support our 

local projects.  Think about 

It would be great to see our 

local PRAS membership grow 

this year.  We have so many 

worthwhile projects on our 

agenda.  Did you know that 

only a fraction of your dues to 

National Audubon are returned 

to the local chapter?  Maybe 

you would consider supporting 

both the National AND our 

local group.  Right now we are 

working on increasing our 

available scholarship funds to 

spending a little 

extra on local conservation and 

education and send your appli-

cation and $20 to PRAS, PO 

Box 510760, Punta Gorda, 

33951. Thanks so much!    

Phyllis Cady - Membership 

Chair- 941-286-7638                          

Upcoming Walkabout at Charlotte Flatwoods Environmental Park 

Membership News 

Photography Group 

October.   We will be going to 

the Wakodahatchee Wetlands 

in Palm Beach County.  For this 

trip, we will meet at the Winn 

Dixie parking lot at the junc-

tion of Co Rd 74 (Bermont Rd) 

and US 17 just north of Punta 

Gorda.  Since it is 150 miles to 

Wakodahatchee, we will need 

to be on the road by 6:00 so 

we will meet at 5:50 A.M.  Due 

to the distance involved, we 

will not be getting back to Pun-

ta Gorda until early 

to mid afternoon. 

Contact Jerry Waters 

at    wa-

ters.jerry@gmail.com 

or 941.276.8417 for more in-

formation. 

 

Jerry Waters 

 

I hope that everyone has had a 

great summer, and that you are 

ready to get together and do 

some photography. 

 

Our first photo trip for this 

year will be on Wednesday, 

October 8, 2014.   Beginning in 

November, we will resume our 

schedule of the first Wednes-

day of each month, but this first 

trip will be on the 2nd Wed in 
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http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/CharlotteFlatwoods/
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http://www.pbcgov.com/waterutilities/wakodahatchee/tour.htm
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     After several years of 

battling those nasty air po-

tato vines at Audubon Pen-

nington Nature Park with 

little success, the introduc-

tion of air potato beetles to 

the park is showing great 

promise. Air potato beetles 

feed exclusively on air pota-

to vines. By the summer of 
2013, air potato vines had 

spread throughout about 1 

½ acres of the park. On 

August 27 of that 

year, 100 air potato 

beetles were released 

into the heaviest 

concentration of air 

potato vines. Within 

a few weeks, evi-

dence for the feeding 

on the air potato leaves was 

found. It was evident that 

these beetles were producing 

offspring (larvae) which were 

maturing and continuing to 

feed on the vines. Many of 

these beetles overwintered in 

the leaf matter and then 

emerged this spring to contin-

ue their feeding and increase 

their numbers.  

     On July 1 of this year, an-

other 400 air potato beetles 

were released into the park. 

With each passing week, more 

and more adult and larval bee-

tles were observed throughout 

the air potato population. 

More recently, the beetles 

have moved across one of the 

trails and have worked their 

way into the outer reaches of 

the air potato infestation. With 

each passing year, it expected 

that this extremely invasive 

plant will gradually be replaced 

by the park’s native plant spe-

cies which better support the 

park’s native wildlife species. 

Once the beetles run out of 

their only source of food, they 

will find other areas, such as 

vacant lots, where the air pota-

to vine has become estab-

lished. There is much to cele-

brate. 

Amendment 1, the Water and 

Land Conservation Amend-

ment, will appear on the No-

vember 4, 2014 ballot.  

Amendment 1 will set aside 

33 percent of Florida’s exist-

ing excise tax on documents 

(also known as the 

“documentary stamp tax” 

paid when real estate is sold) 

and guarantee that these 

funds can be used only for 

conservation purposes, in-

cluding keeping pol-

lution out of Flori-

da’s drinking water 

supplies, rivers, 

lakes, and coastal 

waters and protect-

ing natural areas and wildlife 

habitat. 

Only with dedicated funding 

for water and land conserva-

tion, management, and resto-

ration will we be able to save 

our springs and restore our 

Everglades so that future 

generations can enjoy Flori-

da's natural areas the way we 

have. 

For more about Amendment 

1, including when the measure 

will take effect and how it will 

benefit all Floridians, visit 

http://voteyeson1fl.org/

sections/page/faq#Q2  

(This information copied from 

the Campaign Newsletter, Vol 

3, Issue 16, Aug 29, 2014 

published by the Florida Wa-

ter and Land Legacy Team in 

Tallahassee). 

What is Amendment 1? 

http://voteyeson1fl.org/sections/page/faq#Q2
http://voteyeson1fl.org/sections/page/faq#Q2


 

 

Part 1 

by Eleanor Marr 

 
The internet is an amazing free source of 

information for birders.  A case in point 

is the website  www.allaboutbirds.org 

produced by the Cornell University La-

boratory of Ornithology.   

 
This website has so much information it 

will blow your mind, everything from 

bird cams (live videos usually featuring 

nesting or roosting birds) to citizen science 

projects and more.  A  warning – once you 

get started you may find yourself hooked 

and spending too much time here.   

 

I will feature the Bird Guide in this article.  

 
The Bird Guide is MUCH more than an 

online field guide.  If you want information 

on a specific bird, you can probably find it 

here.  All North American species (except 

accidentals) are included.  Basic field guide 

information is provided for each bird, such 

as  a picture, scientific name, description 

with identification tips, and a range map. 

You will find  brief summaries on behavior 

as well as habitat, and clues as to where to 

look for the bird.  A neat feature is a short 

soundtrack of the typical voice.  But 

this just scratches the surface.  

There is much more information but 

unfortunately NOT the same for all 

birds.  It is a work in progress. 

 
LIFE HISTORY:  There is a tab 

which leads to a wealth of infor-

mation including measurements, 

habitat, food, nesting information, 

behavior, and conservation status, 

migratory habits, additional “cool 

facts”, and a bibliography. 

 
SOUND: In addition to the typical 

voice soundtrack, the “Sound” tab 

often leads to other sound tracks, 

including variations of song and calls, 

as well as a written description of 

what you're hearing.  You can learn 

bird calls this way.  Don't overdo it, 

though.  Take it one bird at a time. 

 
VIDEO:  Some of the birds have 

amazing videos, including audio and 

sometimes narration.   Some of the 

birds do not have videos yet, but 

they hint that's being worked on.  If 

you can't find a good one, try Black-

necked Stilt. 
Some of the videos include several 
species and are the same on each 

species' page.  There also may be 

links to someone else's You Tube 

video (Pileated Woodpecker, for 

example).  The videos are highly 

entertaining as well as informative. 

 
PICTURES: Scrolling down the page 

takes you to more pictures which 

can include females and juveniles, 

and of similar species (or links to 

those pictures).  Clicking on the 

pictures enlarges them, sometimes 

lists main ID features, and some-

times includes a side by side picture 

of the similar bird with its differ-

ences listed.  This is a great way to learn 

to tell them apart.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.  De-

pending on the bird, more information is 

provided, including feeder tips, and citizen 

science projects involving the species.  

And of course there are links to other 

sites for still more information. 

 
Yes, there are ads and most of these are 

not for freebies.  These include infor-

mation on Birding Festivals and bird-

related items, not to mention their own 

bird guides.  

 
So how does this work?  As with many 

web sites, there is more than one way to 

get where you want to go.  I'll suggest one 

way that will explore all I've covered 

above.  First, go to the home page of the 

web site at this web address 

www.allaboutbirds.com.  When a screen 

like picture one appears, you can get to 

the bird guide by moving your cursor over 

the words “bird guide” in the brown bar 

near the top of the page.  A drop-down 

box will appear with the word “search” as 

one of the choices.  Clicking on “search” 

will bring  up  Picture 2  with the gallery 

of common birds.  Click on a picture to 

go to that bird's page.  
For birds without pictures, there is the 

“search our bird guide” box where you 

can type the bird's name into the box (put 

your cursor over the box and click, then 

you can type in the box).  Then click on 

“find” and you'll get to the page.  Howev-

er, as you type in the name you'll be given 

suggestions.  If you stop typing and click 

on the name you were looking for, the 

page automatically appears.   
 

So get going!  Find many features on Bird 

Guide I didn't even describe!  Become a 

better birder!  Learn all about birds!  And 

perhaps become a better computer user 

in the process. 

Featured Website: Birding on the Internet 
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This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your or-
ganization. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, 

founding date, and a brief history. You could also include a brief list of 
the types of products, services, or programs your organization offers, 
the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or European 

markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want 

more information about the organization. 

MARK THE DATES 

ard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other 

forms of communication that 

you’ve created for your organi-

zation. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 
such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual chari-

ty auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

good place to insert a clip art 

image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear 

on the back. So, it’s a good idea 

to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly cap-

ture the attention of readers. 
You can either compile ques-

tions that you’ve received since 

the last edition or you can 

summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked 

about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stand-

Back Page Story Headline 
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Organization 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

We’re on the Web! 
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5:30 Board 

meeting 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18  

6:30 Member 

meeting 
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  Workdays every Wednes-

day year round at Audubon 

Pennington Park 



 

 

are similar, but light brown 

replaces the white. 

 

The Crested Caracara is one of 

Florida's year-around special-

ties.  Found in the U. S. only in 

Florida, Texas, and  Arizona, its 

range extends from here south 

through Central America and 

into South America.  In Florida 
they are mostly seen in the 

central region, with DeSoto 

County being a fairly reliable 

place to find them.  We are 

beginning to see them in Char-

lotte County, particularly along 

Rt. 17 in the Washington Loop 

Road and Prairie Creek Pre-

serve areas.  There are two 

confirmed breeding sites in the 

county this year, which is very 

exciting. 

Look for them in open fields or 

pastures with a few scattered 

trees, perched on fences by 

fields, on snags or open trees, 

or wherever you find roadkill.   

Eleanor Marr 

 

When we spot a Crested Cara-

cara on a field trip, it is proba-

bly the “bird of the trip”.  

About the size of a vulture, this 

is one of the birds highly 

sought after by out-of-state 

birders, and it is one we don't 

regularly see.   
 

 Currently assigned to the fal-

con group, their behavior 

makes them seem  related to 

vultures.  You can find them 

feeding on carrion with vul-

tures.   

When they fly, you could mis-

take a Caracara for a Black 

Vultures, as both are 

about the same size and appear 

black with white wing tips.  

However, the Caracara also 

has white on its lightly barred 

neck, on the head up to its 

black cap, and a white tail end-

ing in a broad black band. Red-

dish facial skin, a raptor-like 

beak, and long yellow legs com-

plete the picture.  Males and 

females look alike, and juveniles 

Bird of the Month: Crested Caracara    Caracara cheriway 
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Visit us at 

http://

www.peaceriveraudubon.org/ Belle V. Tribby 
Lois M. Lamb 
Keri Fitzpatrick 
Nancy Najar  
Rosalie D. Young
  
Kathleen Miller  
Barbara Ward  
Nancy Strack  
Mary E. Oakley  
Rebecca Hill  
Susan Jarosik 
 
 
 

Welcome New Members 



 

 

Member Pictures from Facebook 
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The Peace River Audubon 

Society 
PO Box 510760 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951-0760 
 
      

Board of Directors 

Jim Knoy   
303 868 8337 

Stu Lewis 
603.742.2874 

Jim Comfort 
941.505.0206 

Linda Waters 
941.350.1337 

Eleanor Marr 
941.624.4182 
  

Mike Krzyzkow-
ski 
863.244.2652  

Bob Winter 
941.828.2627 
 

Mary Ann Sa-
kamoto 
 941.629.5276 

Nancy Turner  
941.627.9107 

George Ruby 
941.423.0174  

Larry Behrens 
941 204 1708  

Don Youso   
941. 235.1298 

Penni Lowry 
937.603.3128 

 

 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________            
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

tel:303%20868%208337
tel:%28941%29%20235-1298
tel:%28937%29%20603-3128

