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President’s Message 
 

What a winter!  I sure am glad that I live 
here in sunny Florida.  Our families and 
friends up north sure have had a time of 
it so far.  Although it is cold here some-
what too, it is also quite dry here, so 
please keep your bird baths/waterers 
going. The birds need fresh water now more than ever. 
 
Once again, we had another fine bird watching month 
during January.  The month started out with another fan-
tastic walkabout around Ollie's Pond led by Stu and 
Louise Lewis with assistance from Dave Lancaster.  We 
had record setting attendance and the birds did not dis-
appoint us.  Along with the usual birds seen there, we 
saw a Sora, a Common Goldeneye  and a Wilson's Snipe.   
 
Phyllis Cady and I led a field trip to Wild Turkey Strand in 
Lee County on January 25.  We hiked almost two miles 
through this recently restored preserve and saw Cedar 
Waxwings, lots of warblers as well as other birds. 
 
Tony Licata and Bill Marr reported on the Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) at the general meeting held on January 23rd.  
They did a great job of presenting pictures, data and spe-
cial stories on the CBC results.  A special thanks goes out 
to these two and to all of the other volunteers who orga-
nized this year's CBC.  The CBC is a very important func-
tion of the Audubon Society and PRAS conducts an out-
standing CBC.  
 
A nominating committee is being formed to fill vacancies 
made by departing officers and directors.  We also have a 
number of committee chair positions that will need to be 
filled for next season.  We will be announcing soon what 
positions need to be filled and hope that you can find 
time to join with the fine people on the Board of Direc-
tors and on the PRAS committees to help further the 
PRAS mission. 
 
As always, please look at our website for more infor-
mation on all PRAS activities.   For this month, reports of 
previous activities and the Bird of the Month feature will 
be found online only. 
 
Thanks 
Jim Knoy  

 

Upcoming Opportunities 

February 20th General Meeting 

PRAS will host the Peace River Wildlife Center at our next 

general meeting on February 20.  Florida Master Natural-

ist Graduates Lorraine Anderson and Linda Hefty will be 

presenting.  Please come and hear these dedicated and 

energetic Peace River Wildlife Center volunteers talk 

about all of the exciting events happening there and learn 

about what you can do to help the Center with its great 

mission. We will meet at the First Alliance Church located 

at 20444 Midway Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952.  Please 

call Jim Knoy at 303. 868. 8337 if you have any questions. 

 
Walkabout:  Deep Creek Preserve 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 8 AM 

Coordinator: Shannon McGinnis  941-268-0429 

 
The PRAS  walkabout for March 4,  will be to Deep Creek 
Preserve,  10797 SW Peace River Street.   The preserve is 
a SWFMD property in DeSoto County on the street that 
leads to the Navigator on the Peace River.      To find Peace 
River Street, watch for the Navigator signs along King's 
Hwy.  After turning onto Peace River Street,  the entrance 
we will be using to the preserve  is a short distance on the 
right hand side of the road.      The trails lead through pine 
flatwoods  and oak scrub,   with some areas of marshes 
and wet prairies.  During the summer many of the trails 
are often under water but during this time of the year we 
should find good birding as we walk on dry trails.     
 
           There is porta-potty on the site.  Wear shoes suitable 
for walking on sandy trails and bring sun protection and 
binoculars.    

 
 

Field Trip: Celery Fields 
Saturday, February 22, 2014 

Coordinator: Eleanor Marr  941-624-4182 
 

You are invited to join Peace River Audubon on a field trip 
to Celery Fields on the 4th Saturday in February.  Featured 
on the front page of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune on Mon-
day 1/27/14, this large site was originally a sawgrass 
marsh converted to celery farming.  Sarasota County pur-
chased the property as a flood mitigation zone. Wetlands 
have been recently restored, and some of the more excit-
ing birds that we might be lucky to find include Sandhill 
Crane,  Black-bellied Whistling Duck, Northern Harrier, 
Roseate Spoonbill, and Purple Gallinule.  We will explore 
several sites.  Some of them require little walking, but one 
may cover about a mile (optional). Bring binoculars, water 
and a snack, good walking shoes, and clothing suitable for 
the weather.  The terrain is mostly flat and open, so sun-
screen and sun hats are desirable.  Insect repellant is usu-
ally not necessary, but come prepared. We should finish 
our tour in late morning, but bring a lunch if you would 
like.  We will go to a nearby park for lunch for those who 
want to stay.  Meet at 7 AM behind McDonald's in Peach-
land Mall for car pooling.  

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org
http://www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.com/
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/deepcreek.html
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/deepcreek.html
http://www.sarasotaaudubon.org/capital-campaign/the-celery-fields/
http://extra.heraldtribune.com/2014/01/27/celery-fields-a-big-draw-for-birds-and-birders/
https://www.scgov.net/parks/Pages/CeleryFields.aspx
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Reporting on Previous Activities 
 

  Walkabout at Ollies Pond Jan 1 
By Stu Lewis 

 
On New Year’s Day morning at 8 a.m., 47 people 

greeted the New Year - a new record number for a 

PRAS Walkabout - on a walk around Ollie’s Pond in 

Port Charlotte. It was a cloudy morning and a little 

cool. 

Because the group was so large, we divided into 

two groups and went in opposite directions 

around the pond. One group was led by Stu and 

Louise Lewis and the other by Dave Lancaster. 

The two groups met in the middle, compared 

notes, then continued on, meeting at the end in 

the parking lot. 

 
We saw 38 species, 

including a very good 

look at a Sora Rail.... 

also a Common Golden-

eye, Ring-necked Ducks, 

Blue Winged-teal, many 

beautiful Hooded Mer-

gansers, Northern Shov-

eler, Wilson’s Snipe, 

Great Horned Owl and a Blue- headed Vireo. There 

were the usual wading birds; egrets, herons, ibis, and 

25 or more Pied-billed Grebes that seem to winter at 

Ollie’s Pond every year. 

It was a very nice way to start the New Year - a 

scenic walk in one of the best birding locations in 

Charlotte County. 

 

Birding Trip to Wild Turkey Strand  Jan. 25 
By Jim Knoy 

 

The Peace River Audubon Society led a hike to Wild Tur-

key Strand on January 25, 
2014. Seven dedicated bird 

watchers traveled to this Con-

servation 20/20 preserve in Lee 
County. The weather was clear, 

winds were mild and the tem-
perature was fine.  Birds seen 

included cedar waxwings, black 

vultures, turkey vultures, rob-
ins, eastern phoebes, red-

shoulder hawks, wood storks, 
blue-gray gnatcatchers, mock-

ingbirds, catbirds, palm war-

blers, yellow-rumped warblers, pine warblers, Carolina 
wrens, blue jays, cardinals, mourning doves, ground 

doves, great egrets, common grackles, and the common 
yellow throat. We met with another birder who had seen 

wild turkeys that morning before we got there, but we did 

not see then.  He also had seen a Florida Panther there 
previously.  The 1.8 mile trail there is at the northern end 

of an over 3000 acre preserve located east of the South-
west Regional Airport.  Lee County is working hard there 

to control exotic plants. The facilities at the trail head are 

excellent.  This preserve will be one to keep an eye on in 
the future. 

 
Wildflower Open House Jan. 25 

By Bob Winter 

Dave & Jackie Lancaster, Bob & Joanne Winter, and Stu 
Lewis with help from Maryann Sakamoto represented  

PRAS at the Wildflower open house on a nice sunny Jan. 

25th.  This event was very well attended with many peo-
ple taking advantage of the tours of the preserve and 

checking out the various environmental organizations 
booths, including our PRAS booth. Dave and Bob gave a 

short talk on two very good birding spots in Charlotte Co. 

These two places are Amberjack Preserve and Ollie's 
Pond.  It was recommended because of the large size and 

diverse habitat of Amberjack that a Google search of Am-
berjack birds will direct visitors to a link with a trail map 

that could be printed before visiting this 225 acre pre-

serve.  Roseate Spoonbills, White Pelicans, Lesser Yellow-
legs, Black Necked Stilts, Black Skimmers, herons, egrets, 

and many duck species can be seen on the tidal Lemon 
Lake.  Many of these same species can be seen at Ollie’s 

Pond by walking the easy wheelchair accessible one mile 

trail around the pond. 
 
 

Photography Group Outing at Ollie’s Pond 
January 1, 2014 
Leader: Jerry Waters 

 
 
 
 

Jim Knoy 

On Wednesday, Jan 1st, the Audubon Photo Group joined 

other Audubon members for a trip to Ollie's Pond.  The 
Sora was particularly cooperative that day.  Other birds 

seen and photographed that day included the Hooded 

Merganser, Snipe, and an assortment of water birds. 

Bob Marx 

Barbara Monn Taylor 

https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
http://lemonbayconservancy.org/


 

BIRD OF THE MONTH  
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron    Nyctanassa violacea 

By Eleanor Marr 
 
Here in southwest Florida the Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron is a year round resident.  We find them mainly 
in the mangroves and along shores as that's where 
they find their favorite meal, crabs. When we find one, 
it is likely to be standing immobile on the ground or in 
a tree on a low perch above the water's edge. They 
become easier to spot  when actively feeding which 
sometimes occurs during the day despite their name.  
They nest high in the trees. 
 
This night-heron is a mostly gray stocky bird, with 
long yellow legs, stout medium long bill, Its black face 
has a long white stripe through the cheek and a broad  
stripe on the crown that is often pale and dull, but 
which can become quite yellow during breeding sea-
son. A jaunty white plume extends behind the head.  
Males and females are similar.  Its neck is longer and 
thinner than that of the Black-crowned Night-Heron, 
but this isn't obvious when the neck is withdrawn.  
The bird's posture is more erect.  The elongated neck 
and erect posture are features that help one distin-
guish between juveniles of the two species, both of 
which are brown with white speckling. 
   
In the United States, the Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
is found in the south-east, though its range seems to 
be expanding northward.  The northern birds migrate 
to the gulf coast states for the winter.  Locally, a de-
pendable place to find them is Ponce de Leon park in 
Punta Gorda where they can sometimes be seen from 
the mangrove walk.  They are also seen near the en-
closure with Yellow-crowned Night-Herons at the 
Peace River Wildlife Center, especially during breed-
ing season or at feeding time.  They seem to interact 
with their enclosed brethren, and they have even 
been known to nest in the tree above them. 

   

Bill Marr 

photos 

PHOTO CONTEST  
at the December Potluck Dinner 

 
Eleven photographers entered 33 outstanding photos in 
this year's contest.  
In addition to beautiful birds,  subjects included animals 
and one picture of a child with a HUGE flower.  Will the 
photographer divulge the source of those seeds?  The 
quality of the photographs gets more remarkable every 
year.  Complaints from the “judges” that they could only 
vote for one favorite were heard.  Who won the competi-
tion?  Even the winners won't know until announced at 
the PRAS banquet in March.  That's another good reason 
to attend! 

Photography Group Outing 
Cape Coral  March 5, 2014 

Coordinator: Jerry Waters  941.276.8417 

 
The Photography Group will  go to Cape Coral in search of 
burrowing owls on March 5. The group will meet at the 
South County field trip point at the Burnt Store Publix at 
6:30am. 
All PRAS members, friends, and interested public parties 
are welcome to join the group.  Jerry may be reached by 
phone or email. 

mailto:waters.jerry@gmail.com


 

Florida Conservation Amendment 

Headed to Ballot 

 
Florida voters will decide whether or not to set aside 
$10 billion in state funds over 20 years for water and 
land conservation. 
The Florida Water and Land Legacy team in Tallahas-
see has gathered enough signatures to place the Flori-
da Conservation Amendment on the November 2014 
ballot. The state Division of Elections has reported 
that the amendment received more than the required 
683,149 signatures. 
Environmental groups started pushing for the 
amendment after the Legislature slashed spending on 
the Florida Forever program. This program was de-
signed to purchase and manage environmentally sen-
sitive lands.  
Florida Forever was supported by existing taxes on 
real estate transactions. The amendment, if passed, 
will not raise the tax but will direct existing tax mon-
ey to Everglades restoration and the protection of 
drinking water, natural lands, and wildlife habitat. 
The amendment needs a yes vote from 60 percent of 
voters to pass. The Board of Directors for Peace River 
Audubon Society supports this amendment and en-
courages Florida citizens to show their support in 
November 2014. 

 Get Geared Up For the Great Backyard Bird 
Count! 

 
Bird watchers around the world needed to gather crucial data 

 
New York, N.Y. and Ithaca, N.Y. —From Afghanistan to Zimba-

bwe, bird watchers from more than 100 countries are ex-
pected to participate in the 17th annual Great Backyard Bird 
Count (GBBC), February 14–17, 2014. Anyone anywhere in 
the world can count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or 
more days of the count and enter their sightings at 
www.BirdCount.org. The information gathered by tens of 

thousands of volunteers helps track the health of bird popula-
tions at a scale that would not otherwise be possible. The 
GBBC is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 

the National Audubon Society with partner Bird Studies Cana-
da. 

“People who care about birds can change the world,” said 
Audubon chief scientist Gary Langham. “Technology has made 
it possible for people everywhere to unite around a shared 
love of birds and a commitment to protecting them.” 

 
In North America, GBBC participants will add their data to help 
define the magnitude of a dramatic irruption of magnificent 
Snowy Owls. Bird watchers will also be on the lookout for the 
invasive Eurasian Collared-Dove to see if it has expanded its 
range again. GBBC observations may help show whether or 
not numbers of American Crows will continue to rebound after 

being hit hard by the West Nile virus and whether more insect
-eating species are showing up in new areas, possibly because 
of changing climate. 

Last year’s Great Backyard Bird Count shattered records after 
going global for the first time, thanks to integration with the 
eBird online checklist program launched in 2002 by the Cornell 
Lab and Audubon. Participants reported their bird sightings 
from all 7 continents, including 111 countries and independent 
territories. More than 34.5 million birds and 3,610 species 

were recorded—nearly one-third of the world’s total bird spe-
cies documented in just four days. 

“This is a milestone for citizen science in so many respects—
number of species, diversity of countries involved, total partic-
ipants, and number of individual birds recorded. We hope this 
is just the start of something far larger, engaging the whole 

world in creating a detailed annual snapshot of how all our 
planet’s birds are faring as the years go by,” said Cornell Lab 
director Dr. John Fitzpatrick. 

“Canadian participation in the Great Backyard Bird Count has 
increased tremendously in recent years, and it’s wonderful to 
see this program growing globally,” said Bird Studies Canada 
President Dr. George Finney. “The count is introducing unprec-

edented numbers of people to the exciting field of birdwatch-
ing.” 

 
The Great Backyard Bird Count is a great way for people of all 
ages and backgrounds to connect with nature and make a dif-
ference for birds. It’s free and easy. To learn more about how 
to join the count visit www.birdcount.org and view the winning 

photos from the 2013 GBBC photo contest. 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is made possible in part by 

sponsor Wild Birds Unlimited. 

http://floridawaterlandlegacy.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdscanada.org/
http://www.birdscanada.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.wbu.com/


 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      
 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

The Peace River Audubon Society 
PO Box 510760 
Punta Gorda, FL  

February2014 
White Bird 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

C & R Graphics  (folding donated) 

 

Keep Informed 
By Phyllis Cady 

Does Peace River Audubon have your current email address?  We sent out our September 

Whitebird via the U.S. Mail but all further communication will be online in our monthly news-

letter.  If we have your current email address we can alert you when the Whitebird is availa-
ble to read online.  You can sign up for this service at www.peaceriveraudubon.org  or send 

us your email address and we can sign you up.  The monthly Whitebird will contain all you 
need to know as an active PRAS member.  Please don’t miss any of our activities because 

you forgot to read the Whitebird! 

Phyllis Cady – Membership Chair – ps_cady@yahoo.com 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit 
organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We 
do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the funds 
generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter 
programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of 
Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 

For more information on January’s out-
ings and the Bird of the Month feature, 
please visit us online at 
www.peaceriveraudubon.org 

Barbara Monn Taylor 

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org
mailto:ps_cady@yahoo.com

