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Beetles Perform at Audubon Pennington Nature Park  
by Larry Behrens 

On Tuesday, August 27, 2013, a small, but enthusiastic, team of PRAS vol-

unteers was on hand to witness the release of 100 air potato beetles 

(Lilioceris cheni) into an area overtaken by air potato vines (Dioscorea bulb-

ifera) in our Audubon Pennington Nature Park. These beetles were shipped to 

us by the Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Plant Industry, 

which is located on the campus of the University of Florida in Gainesville. 

The beetles were housed in a small plastic container with a salad-like supply 

of air potato leaves. These beetles, which feed exclusively on air potato 

leaves, were released into a relatively small area where newly formed leaves 

are still to be found. Some beetles crawled away, others flew short distances. 

These reddish beetles remind one of ladybugs with somewhat elongated bod-

ies. These beetles were first brought to Florida from China where it is thought 

that the air potato vine originated, the vine first appearing in Florida in 1905. 

After extensive research, the first air potato beetles were released in Florida 

in 2012. (For an excellent description of this beetle, check out this link:  

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Creatures/BENEFICIAL/BEETLES/

air_potato_leaf_beetle.htm )   

Since the release of the beetles, the volunteers that maintain the park have observed good evidence for the feeding on the air 

potato leaves by these beetles. With any luck, the beetles will mate with the females laying thousands of eggs which will hatch 

in about four days at which time they will pass through a series of larval stages. This fall, the air potato leaves will wither and 

disappear. Food consumed before this happens will carry the beetles through the 

winter, the beetles emerging in the spring to begin feeding on the newly formed air 

potato leaves. The beetles will continue to increase their numbers subsequently re-

ducing the number of vines climbing into the trees and shrubs where most of the air 

potato bulbils (tubers) form during the summer 

months. It is said that the beetles will also feed 

on the newly formed bulbils. The beetles will 

affect the underground tubers by causing them to 

use up a lot of their stored food needed for the 

formation of new leaves. It is unlikely that the air 

potato vines will ever be completely eradicated, 

but after several years of beetle activity, their 

numbers should be reduced to the point where 

they don’t adversely alter the native habitat so 

important to the wildlife species that live there. 

 

L
ar

ry
 B

eh
re

n
s 

tel:303%20868%208337
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Creatures/BENEFICIAL/BEETLES/air_potato_leaf_beetle.htm
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Creatures/BENEFICIAL/BEETLES/air_potato_leaf_beetle.htm


President’s Message 
 
 

It has been a wonderful summer here 

in southwest Florida.  The trails have 
been wet but they have also been fruit-

ful with an abundance of plants and 
animals to share the trails with.  This 

fall will also prove to be a wonderful time to be out. 

That is the key. GET OUT THERE!!! It’s waiting for you. 
 

The 2013 - 2014 season is well underway. We had our 
first General meeting which focused on Florida's Water 

and Land Legacy Campaign. Please look to the PRAS  

 
web site for more information on this very important 

topic.   
 

This month, our speaker is Stephanie Green who is a 
Land Manager with the Southwest Florida Water Man-

agement District (SWFWMD).  Stephanie is one of 

those truly dedicated public employees who we are 
blessed to have here in Florida.  She will inform us on 

stewardship activities within SWFWMD. 
 

We also had our first walkabout. Larry Behrens led a 

hike at the Audubon Pennington Nature Park.  If you 
have never been on a hike led by Larry then you are 

missing out. Larry imparts a wealth of knowledge of 
our natural systems with a sense of humor that keeps 

you on your toes! 
 

I am looking for a volunteer(s) to help us set up for our 

general meetings.  Duties will include storing and 
bringing in handouts and signs. You also would set up 

the table by the door of the meeting room with these 
materials. Let me know if you are interested. 

 

As always, please look at www.peaceriveraudubon.org 
for more information on all PRAS activities.   

 
Thanks 

Jim Knoy 
 

Be a Contributing Author 
 

Share your unique sightings, a book review, or your 

favorite birding hotspot with fellow PRAS members. 

Email to whitebird1 @peaceriveraudubon.org 

Take Action to Protect  
Florida's Conservation Lands 

 From Audubon Alerts 

  
Make sure your voice is heard during this critical land 

surplus assessment process. .... 
   

While Audubon supports the idea that selling land not 
valuable for wildlife, water quality, water recharge, or 

recreational use could generate money to buy better 

lands, we view the choice of "what lands to sell" as 
something that deserves great scrutiny. ... 

  
The initial list of lands generated by a screening process 

has identified a number of properties appropriate to 

consider disposing of. However, it has also listed a num-
ber of properties for possible sale that should never be 

considered for disposal - properties which retain high 
wildlife and other environmental values which should 

remain in conservation. ... 

  
Send your comments and objections directly to the De-

p a r t me n t  o f  E n v i r o nm e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n 
at:  ARC_mailinglist@dep.state.fl.us 

  
Audubon Florida has identified a number of properties 

on the list that we believe are particularly important to 

retain; properties with significant water quality, wet-
land, water recharge, wildlife habitat, endangered spe-

cies and other values: 
 

Wekiva Springs State Park Properties - Over 385 

acres of significant wildlife habitat and springshed water 
recharge lands, some of which the Legislature mandat-

ed to be purchased in Wekiva protection legislation less 
than 10 years ago!  

  
Green Swamp, Hilochee Wildlife Management 

Area - Over 2,500 acres in the Green Swamp Area of 

Critical Concern. The state has been buying land in this 
vital wildlife habitat and water recharge area since 

1974. These lands are highly important conservation 
tracts. Protection of the Green Swamp has been one of 

state's most longstanding conservation efforts. 

  
Oleta River State Park, Biscayne Bay - This land in 

Miami-Dade County consists of 150 acres of mangrove 
wetlands connected to Biscayne Bay that serves as an 

important estuarine nursery ground. These lands are 

part of the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserve.   

  
Indian River Lagoon Preserve State Park - Over 

150 acres of barrier island lands adjacent to mangrove 
wetlands and the imperiled Indian River Lagoon. With 

the Indian River Lagoon suffering an unprecedented 

water quality crisis, with dead manatees, dolphins 

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org
mailto:whitebird1@peaceriveraudubon.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Fp567n19kq--utfKwvATOAAjjlAu-Qsqhf5DnOUOKn1XXZ282_3zAh4QFp_AogAslhRrc-OLX5mJXhQlLYb140WgPha6xLHz0c8Ik0nj2r-vHNuePrFxlUIIeZKss-6Luf-s5DoNG-3ZB1yP2x268wXnlQ4iAFNFHZIIrf9QqSuMaFe4hAl7nE85uO0nbLwtRQ5ib1KB6PA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Fp567n19kq--utfKwvATOAAjjlAu-Qsqhf5DnOUOKn1XXZ282_3zAh4QFp_AogAslhRrc-OLX5mJXhQlLYb140WgPha6xLHz0c8Ik0nj2r-vHNuePrFxlUIIeZKss-6Luf-s5DoNG-3ZB1yP2x268wXnlQ4iAFNFHZIIrf9QqSuMaFe4hAl7nE85uO0nbLwtRQ5ib1KB6PA=
mailto:ARC_mailinglist@dep.state.fl.us


and sea turtles killed by the aftermath of algal blooms 

how could the Department of Environmental Protection 
not see that selling this land to developers would only 

make matters worse? 
  

Cayo Costa State Park - Twenty-one separate tracts of 

land, including gulf-front building lots, mangrove wet-
lands, coastal hammocks, and a prominent peninsula of 

Cayo Costa Island, and even some submerged land in 
the Gulf of Mexico itself. Aside from the loss of state 

conservation land, how can it be in the public interest 
fort DEP to encourage development on a fragile, hurri-

cane prone barrier island? 

  
Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area - 

This land in the Florida Keys Area of Critical Concern 
consists largely of small tracts of hardwood hammock 

habitat. This is land that could be inhabited by the Key 

Largo Wood Rat and Cotton Mouse, and the Schaus 
Swallowtail Butterfly - listed species. While the tracts 

are small and front on major roads, this exceedingly 
rare habitat has been the focus of protection efforts for 

more than 40 years. 
Porter Pond Tract, Florida Panhandle - This 79 acre 

tract in Washington County is a natural long leaf pine 

stand and native hardwoods The property has a signifi-
cant amount of pristine lake front on a sand lake. The 

property has up to 40 inches per year of groundwater 
recharge potential. 
 

 

 

October Field Trip to  
Highlands Hammock State Park   

Saturday, October 19, 2013 
By Shannon McGinnis 

 

On Saturday, October 19, 2013, the first PRAS field trip of 
the 2013-2014 season will be to one of the oldest state 

parks in Florida, Highlands Hammock State Park. In 1930, 

the area was considered for a national park but was con-
sidered to be too small. In 1935, it opened as one of Flor-

ida’s first state parks.  It now contains more than 9,000 
acres. The park contains old growth hardwood hammock 

forests, a cypress swamp, sand pine scrub, and pine flat-

woods. There are 9 nature trails that average about one 
half miles in length. Three of the trails have boardwalks 

through the swamps.  
A special treat in addition to the birding will be getting to 

see a tree that is at least 1,000 years old and 36 feet 
around the trunk. Birds that are frequently seen in the 

park are Ibis, Anhingas, Pileated Woodpeckers, Wild Tur-

keys, Barred Owls, and Scrub jays. 
     We will meet at 7 AM at the North Carpool Location 

and travel to Highlands Hammock SP by taking Hwy 17 to 
Hwy 66 in Zolfo Springs. Along those roads we may be 

able to observe Crested Caracaras.  From Hwy 66, County 

Road 635 will take us to the park. Bring a picnic lunch , 

binoculars, water, insect repellant, protection from the 
sun, and comfortable walking shoes. Since it is a state 

park there will be an entrance fee of six dollars per car to 
enter the park. 

     For additional information contact Shannon McGinnis 

at 941-268-0429.  The GPS coordinates for the park are  
N 27degrees 28.253  W 81 degrees 30.926. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Welcome New Members and Visitors 

 
At our September meeting, we welcomed Edith Driest, 
Penni Lowery, Heidi Poortman, and Lynn Bartoszek. 

 

 

From http://www.floridastateparks.org/highlandshammock/

http://www.floridastateparks.org/highlandshammock/photogallery.cfm?pagenum=6&viewphoto=1353


A FALL PROJECT – PUTTING UP A BLUE-
BIRD BOX 

By Mike Krzyzkowski 

 

Bluebirds are small beautifully colored thrushes that 
once were as common as robins in the north. They are 

cavity nesters and their numbers have declined greatly 
as competition for nesting sites increased from starlings 

and house sparrows, 

and along with habi-
tat loss, removal of 

dead tress, and the 
shift from wooden to 

metal fence posts. 
Recently their num-

bers have begun to 

bounce back with the 
p l a ceme n t  and 

maintenance of arti-
ficial nest boxes in 

an appropriate habitat. A series of boxes can be 

grouped into a “bluebird trail” as long as they’re spread 
about 75 – 100 yards apart as this is their feeding terri-

tory. 
 

Bluebirds will return to the same nesting site year after 
year and will usually raise 2 or more broods every year 

– thereby increasing the local population greatly. I’ve 

had the good fortune 
to maintain a trail of 

about 18 boxes on a 
friend’s dairy farm 

and around my home 

when I was living in 
NJ. On return visits 

the bluebird popula-
tion is still abun-

dant, and it was no 
problem to encour-

age others to main-

tain the boxes every year. 
 

Florida has excellent bluebird habitat! The reason for 
this has to do with their feeding habits. Bluebirds will 

perch and feed by sight on ground crawling insects. 

Hence the boxes need to be located nearby to areas of 
short grass – for example cow pastures, golf courses, 

orange groves, alongside country roads, etc. Back yard 
lawns will do as long as there are available trees or 

fences to perch on. 

 
Boxes need to be placed about in the open about 4 – 8 

feet above the ground. Fence posts, telephone poles, or 
their own post will do nicely. Trees are generally not a 

good site as they will attract other birds such as wrens. 
An excellent website for further information is the North 

A m e r i c a n  B l u e b i r d  S o c i e t y  a t 

www.nabluebirdsociety.org. There you can find plans 
for several types of approved nestboxes listed under 

“bluebird facts”. I prefer the Eastern or Western Blue-
bird Nestbox for its simplicity and ease of construction. 

Be sure to check out “predator control” in this section 

as raccoons can wreck havoc with the nestlings. I’m 
going to try the “Noel Guard” listed under “Entrance 

Hole Guards” this year. If you wish to buy a ready 
made bluebird box the critical dimensions are an en-

trance hole of exactly 1 ½  inch (smaller no good and 
larger will admit starlings), and an interior floor of 5 x 5 

inches. 

 
Bluebirds begin nesting as early as February – April for 

the first brood and will raise a second or even a third 

brood during their nesting season. After this, they will 
form loose family groups in search of food and may 

winter over if there is an available food source – usual-
ly berries. It’s never too early to get your box(es) up as 

these family flocks will move through while foraging. 

They’ll inspect the box only to return and use them 
when nesting sea-

son arrives. 
 

Bluebirds are the 

most pleasant and 
beautiful backyard 

companions! Good 
luck and talk to 

me if you need 
any advice.  

Nakedmountain.net 

Unca website 

Montgomeryplanningboard.website 

Bluebirddiary website 

http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/


Walkabout at Amberjack and Wild-
flower Preserves 

By Bob Winter 

  
Please join Pease River Audubon and Dr. Bill Dun-

son for a guided tour of these two wildlife preserves 
at 8 am on Tuesday Nov. 5 at the parking lot for 

Amberjack Preserve. Amberjack is located off Placi-
da road at the end of Gasparilla Pines Blvd.  We will 

look at several points of interest in two adjacent 
parks, one owned by the county and one by  the 

Lemon Bay Conservancy. Habitats and management 

goals are rather different in the two areas and there 
are lots of interesting birds, other critters and plants 

to study.  We will begin by walking to the eastern 
boardwalk on Lemon Lake, a shallow tidal lagoon 

fed by tidal inflow from Lemon Creek that flows 

from the bay through Wildflower.  Bird life here can 
be spectacular when the lake is low. For a preview 

of what we may see look at the 4 minute YouTube 
video @ www.youtube.com/user/

robertwinterwildlife/home .We will then drive to 

Wildflower arriving about 9 am in the parking lot on 
Gasparilla Pines 

Blvd.  We will walk 
some of the myriad 

of trails that have 
been constructed to 

view wildlife within 

upland, fresh water 
and estuarine wet-

lands. We should 
finish about 10:30 

am.  The trails are 

uneven in places and 
of natural materi-

als.  Watch for fire 
ants and roots. 

  
The enclosed map 

shows how Wildflow-

er is positioned 
among a number of 

state, county and 
private nature pre-

serves along the 

Cape Haze Peninsula. 
  

  

Wild Flower is unique in our area since it is a former golf 

course that was recently abandoned and then purchased 
by Lemon Bay Conservancy for conversion into a nature 

preserve.  The problems and advantages of various ap-
proaches will be discussed and the relevance of micro-

habitat variation in elevation and salinity consid-

ered.    The work that has been done at Wildflower is 
almost entirely by volunteers.  A juvenile tarpon research 

program in collaboration with Dr.Aaron Adams is under-
way and illustrates how valuable some pieces of habitat 

can be, and how easily they can be lost if not protect-
ed.  We are interested in more ideas on how to develop 

the preserve for the benefit of birds, both migratory and 

resident.  A recent article in Audubon magazine, Sept/
Oct., 2013, (pages 22, 58-59) entitled "Gutting Golf 

Courses" featured Wildflower Preserve as one example of 
this trend to buy "cheap" lands after the real estate bust 

and convert them into wildlife habitat. 

Check out their websites for more information:  
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/

NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/

amberjack/  

http://www.lemonbayconservancy.org/wildflower.htm  

http://www.youtube.com/user/robertwinterwildlife/home
http://www.youtube.com/user/robertwinterwildlife/home
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/amberjack/
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/amberjack/
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/amberjack/
http://www.lemonbayconservancy.org/wildflower.htm


LEUCISTIC SWALLOW 
By Nancy Turner 

The arrival of my migrat-
ing “white bird” occurred 

on the morning of August 

27, 2013.  It was a 
strange sight to behold.  

The swallows had re-
turned in large flocks, and 

I had been watching them 

daily with great pleasure 
as they flew back and 

forth over the freshly 
mowed greenbelt areas.    

It was like a great com-
petitive race  as they 

gracefully swooped down 

to see which one  could catch the most flying insects that 
hovered just above the tall grasses. 

On this particular day, I looked up to observe the large 
number of birds that had positioned themselves on the 

electric line.  The line was completely full as one by one 

the swallows settled in to give themselves a rest.  What 
was very strange (and sad) was to see this lone white 

swallow sitting above on the second electric line not 
joined by any others.  It was like the flock was saying 

that “you can fly with us but you cannot play with us”.  

Was it ostracism by the flock or just a random occur-
rence? 

The consensus is that this “white bird” appears to be a 
leucistic barn swallow having the long forked tail, pointed 

wings, and touches of orange on the underside and 
throat.   

Leucism is a genetic mutation that prevents melanin from 

being deposited normally on feathers.  Note the black 
eyes that give indication that this swallow is not an Albino 

(pink or red eyes).    
Typically birds with abnormally white feathers do not sur-
vive long because they are so much more visible to pred-
ators. Those that do survive may have trouble attracting 
a mate. Consequently, the mutated genes that cause albi-
nism and leucism are less 
likely to be passed on to a 
n e w generation. If you 
are ever fortunate enough 
to see one of these oddly 
p l u m - aged birds, consid-
er your- s e l f  l u c k y !  
(Cornell). 
I do con- sider myself quite 

lucky to have had the chance to observe this beautiful 

bird.  I was in the right spot at the right time.  Had I not 
taken a moment to rest and look upward, I would have 

missed this opportunity of delight.  I hope that he finds 
love and acceptance in his world as he continues on his 

travels.  This is my wish for each and every one of us as 

we continue on our journey through life.   

 BIRD OF THE MONTH  
    American Kestrel   Falco sparverius 

By Eleanor Marr 

 

The American Kestrel is our smallest falcon,  in North 
America found about everywhere except the extreme 

north.  Many of them migrate to our area in the fall.  The 

male is especially striking, with a rusty barred back  con-

trasting with gray wings, rusty streaking on the upper 
chest, grading to darker spots which also extend onto the 

wing, and a rusty tail with a terminal band.  The head has 
a gray cap with two dark “side-burns” on each side.  The 

female and juveniles have rusty wings, showing less con-

trast in their markings,  and more bars on the tail.   
 

Like all falcons, the wings appear pointed in flight, and 
kestrels are fast fliers.  They mostly eat  insects and small 

mammals.  Despite their old common name “Sparrow 

Hawk”,  they are less likely to eat birds than other fal-
cons.  We see them frequently, pumping their tails on 

wires along country roads in the winter.  On some roads 
you might think they were mile markers.  If you stop to 

view or photograph them, they are apt to fly off, usually 
to the wires just ahead.  You can sometimes see them 

hovering in mid-air with wings beating, as they look for 

potential prey in  the fields. You can find them all fall and 
winter in our area, but most of them are gone by April.  

While some breed in northern parts of Florida, most of 
them head farther north. 
 

Photos by Bill Marr 

Photos by Nancy Turner 

Female 



Photography Group 
 

Organized by Peace River Audubon Society, and open to 
the public, the PRAS Photography Group enables those 

people in the local area interested in nature photog-

raphy to meet informally and share their knowledge and 
experiences. If you are interested in nature photog-

raphy, whether you are an expert or complete novice, 
don't miss this great opportunity to improve your skills 

and share your love of wildlife and photography with 

others. The group is currently refocusing to meet the 
interests of group members. 

Are you interested in sharing your love of photography 

with fellow birders?  Would you like to learn more about  

photographing birds and nature?  The Photography 
Group is planning its initial outing this year to Six Mile 

Cypress Slough in Ft. Myers on Oct. 25.  Jerry Waters 

has volunteered to organize  outings for this group.   
 

You are invited to participate no matter what your cam-
era or level of knowledge.  Everyone will be learning 

together while sharing their love of recording what they 

see. 
Meet at 7:30 am on Oct. 25 at the south carpool loca-

tion.  Please call Jerry at 941.276.8417 or email at wa-
ters.jerry@gmail.com to share your interest in the trip. 

  

South—Burnt Store Publix parking lot on US 41 near 
Burnt Store Road (3941 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda)  

 
http://www.leeparks.org/sixmile/  

 

Larry Behrens 

http://www.leeparks.org/sixmile/  

Jerry Waters 

mailto:waters.jerry@gmail.com
mailto:waters.jerry@gmail.com
http://www.leeparks.org/sixmile/
http://www.leeparks.org/sixmile/


 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

The Peace River Audubon Society 
PO Box 510760 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951-0760 

October 2013 
White Bird 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

C & R Graphics  (folding donated) 

 

Keep Informed! 
    By Phyllis Cady 

Does Peace River Audubon have your current email address?  We sent out our Sep-

tember Whitebird via the U.S. Mail but all further communication will be online in our 

monthly newsletter.  If we have your current email address we can alert you when the 
Whitebird is available to read online.  You can sign up for this service at 

www.peaceriveraudubon.org  or send us your email address and we can sign you up.  
The monthly Whitebird will contain all you need to know as an active PRAS member.  

Please don’t miss any of our activities because you forgot to read the Whitebird! 

Phyllis Cady – Membership Chair – ps_cady@yahoo.com 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our 
Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 
100% of the funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter 
programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-
040701.  

 
 

October PRAS General Meeting Speaker 
information: 

 

The guest speaker for the Peace River Audubon Society's 

October meeting is Stephanie Green, Senior Land Man-
agement Specialist with the Southwest Florida Water 

Management District (SWFWMD).  SWFWMD manages 
water and related natural resources to ensure their con-

tinued availability while maximizing environmental, eco-
nomic and recreational benefits.  SWFWMD's numerous 

land holdings include preserves in Charlotte County and 

nearby  areas that offer quality bird watching and hiking 
opportunities. 

Stephanie will discuss land stewardship activities on 

SWFWMD properties.  She directs activities such as Scrub 

Jay surveys, prescribed burns and other land manage-

ment activities.  The meeting will be held on October 17, 

2013 at the First Alliance Church on 20444 Midway 

Blvd  Port Charlotte, FL 33952.  Doors open at 6:30 PM 

at the East end of the church complex. 

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org
mailto:ps_cady@yahoo.com

