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We will be visiting the Audubon Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary hoping to see the painted buntings at their 
feeding station and maybe an ovenbird will be there.       
Hopefully the swallow-tailed kites will be flying 
around and the northern parulas will be singing. 
There is a 1.5 mile boardwalk to walk and enjoy the 
sights and sounds of the swamp. 
 
We will meet at 7 am and carpool from the south 
meeting place at Sweetbay’s parking lot. The park is 
about 75 miles away and takes about 1.5 hours to get 
there. The entrance fee is $12.00 and $6.00 for     
National Audubon members. Bring a lunch and we 
will eat on the Nature center’s porch. 
 
For information call Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203.  

Saturday April 6th is the date for the 2013 Birdathon 
fund raiser. Get a team together and see if you can 
find and see the most birds in Charlotte County while 
raising money for PRAS projects. 
 
Your team can start anytime after midnight, great for    
owling, and the fund raiser will end at 5 PM at    
Bayshore Live Oak Park to compare notes and     
collect pledges. It is always fun to see which team 
has the most birds and pledges. We are planning on 
having pizza again (Dutch treat), so bring a drink for 
the wrap up. See the PRAS web site 
www.peaceriveraudubon.org for more information. 
 
You can email me DJL8339@comcast.net or call 
586-214-0203 to let me know if you have a team and 
want to participate. You can also contact me if you 
would like to make a pledge or a donation.  If you 
are looking to join a team, contact me; maybe I can 
find a spot for you. 

Birdathon Fundraiser 
By: Dave Lancaster 

March  23 Field Trip to  
Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  

By: Dave Lancaster 

April 2 Walkabout to Prairie Creek Preserve 
 

The Peace River Audubon Nominating Committee is 
actively seeking new board members for the 2013-15 
term.  We have several members ready to come on 
the Board, but still need more help to diversify the 
board membership, to lessen the work load on any 
member, and to allow for an orderly succession of 
officers.  Membership is for a two year term with a 
two term limit. We meet once a month for an hour 
and a half the week before the regular PRAS meeting 
at the Mid Town Library on Forest Nelson in Port 
Charlotte from 5:30-7 pm. 
     
We actually get a lot of good work done, and the 
fellowship is a bonus. If you have the time and the 
zeal, please speak to one of the members on the 
Nominating Committee for more information.  They 
are: Phyllis Cady (941-286-7638), Stu Lewis (603-
742-2874), Mike Krzyzkowski  (863-244-2652) or 
Starr Zachritz (941-766-7686). 

 
 
Join Dave Lancaster as he leads a trip to Prairie 
Creek Preserve in eastern Charlotte County (1900 
Duncan Road).  Birds we will 
likely encounter include Florida 
scrub-jay, eastern towhee, barred 
owl, northern parula and others 
that make the  preserve their home 
or who are on their way north.   
 
Please meet at 8 am at the        
preserve entrance.  Contact Dave 
Lancaster at the phone number or 
email  address above for           
directions. 

Would You Like to be A Board Member? 
By: Mike Krzyzkowski 



 President's report 
By: Larry Behrens 

It’s expected that the president of PRAS submit a 
message for each issue of the White Bird. With   
February ending much too quickly and March       
beginning much too early, I had to quickly put on my 
thinking cap so as to come up with material for my 
message to you. I came up with nothing. So, I 
searched the web for words of wisdom that relate to 
nature. The following quote, by John Burroughs, 
caught my eye. He said: 
 

To find the universal elements enough;  
to find the air and the water exhilarating;  

to be refreshed by a morning walk  
or an evening saunter;  

to be thrilled by the stars at night;  
to be elated over a bird's nest  

or a wildflower in spring 
- these are some of the rewards of the simple life.  

 
~ John Burroughs, Naturalist (1837-1921) ~ 

 
These words very nicely describe the experience we 
enjoyed during this month’s walkabout at Hathaway 
Park on Washington Loop Road. PRAS member   
Eleanor Marr lead us along several trails that follow 
Shell Creek and extend throughout the Park. If John 
Burroughs could have joined us, he would have 
found “the air and the water exhilarating on this 
morning walk”, the bird sightings and songs         
delightful, and the spring wildflowers intriguing and 
fragrant. Indeed, these were “some of the rewards of 
the simple life.” 
 
Those of you who have joined us on previous walk-
abouts and field trips have been rewarded by many 
of the same experiences. We hope you will continue 
to join us and “find the universal elements enough.” 
Other quotable quotes may be found here: http://
home.comcast.net/~fssr/quotes.htm. For more from 
John Burroughs, check out this site: http://
www.goodreads.com/author/
quotes/43560.John_Burroughs 

Annual banquet and Silent Auction  
March 21, 2013     
By: Cathy Olson 

 
Don’t forget to sign up for the annual banquet by 
March 10 (Please see the January newsletter online 
for the complete details). You may register by     
contacting Phyllis Cady (941 286-768). This year the 
banquet will be at Kings Gate Golf Club and our 
speaker is the highly entertaining author Charles 
Sobczak who will talk to us about his travels 
throughout the natural world in southwest Florida. 
For dinner you have your choice between a 6 oz filet, 
salmon, or chicken marsala. A cash bar will also be 
available. We will also have our annual silent auction 
so that we may raise funds for our Youth               
Environmental Education Fund. This is the fund that 
allows us to help fund environmental educational 
opportunities for local groups such as the Boy and 
Girl Scouts, local elementary school programs, and 
the 4th grade wading trip conducted by the Charlotte 
Harbor Environmental Center and college          
scholarships. Don’t forget to bring your check book! 
 
So far some of the items for auction include gift 
cards to Carrabas’s Italian Grill, JD’s Bistro Grill, 
Golden Krust, Beyond the Sea, entrance tickets to 
Visani and The Comedy Club, Sea World,     
Monkey Jungle, Florida Aquarium, Babcock  
Wilderness Adventures, Bok Tower Gardens, 
Lion Country Safari, Worden Farms, Edison and 
Ford’s Winter Estates, Imaginarium, Southwest 
Museum of History, Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo, 
Naples Zoo, Naples Botanical Garden, boating 
trips donated by Kingfisher Fleet, Key West       
Express and Naples Princess, a one-year          
membership to the Calusa Nature Center and 
Planetarium, oil changes donated by Tire        
Kingdom, birdfeeders donated by Backyard Bird 
Company, and art, books, bird houses, jewelry and 
other items donated by our membership. We also 
have gift certificates for golf rounds to Riverwood, 
Bobcat Trail, Heron Creek,  Port Charlotte, Sabal 
Trace and Maple Leaf Golf Clubs. Please contact 
Cathy Olson if you have items to donate for the   
auction and thank you for helping to raise money for 
youth environmental education! 
 
This should be a great banquet and silent auction! 



North Port Environmental Festival  
By: Jim Knoy 

 

  
 
A big welcome to our newest members: James     
Appello, Marcia Baulieu, Kathleen Brady, James 
Burke, Jennifer Czech, Carol Dreyling, Florence 
Frick, Lou Ann Hale, Suzanne Kee, Robert Leavens, 
Lynn Loiacono,    
Theophil Malinowski, 
Marc Melser, Linda 
O’Donnell, Sylvia 
Phillips, Ruth 
Przborowski, Joyce 
Shenefield, Joseph 
Shearer, Irma Vences, 
and Arlene Waters.  We hope to see you soon at a 
PRAS event!   

 

Welcome new members! 

 
PRAS participated in the 2nd annual North Port    
Environmental Festival at the Myakkahatchee       
Environmental Park on February 9, 2013. PRAS 
members staffed a booth and led nature hikes on the 
park's trails. The weather was perfect, and the       
attendance and interest shown by the visitors was 
very encouraging.  Patti Linn brought in pine cones, 
peanut butter, and bird seed that children and adults 
used to make bird feeders. That was a huge success. 
A lot of children's smiles were seen that day. 
 
PRAS hike/meeting schedules were passed out to 
dozens of attendees. Potential new members were 
met, and great conversations during PRAS-led trail 
hikes were had. A pileated woodpecker provided  
entertainment on these hikes.  Many of the attendees 
participated in a raffle and three of them won a year's 
membership in PRAS. 
 
Patti Linn, Phyllis Cady, Larry Behrens, Stu Lewis, 
Nancy Turner, and Jim Knoy kept busy making new 
friends and promoting PRAS. 

 

Jim Knoy and Patti Linn at the North Port Environmental Festival  
Photo by: Larry Behrens 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you that 

the current White Bird is ready for viewing; 
2. PRAS Updates: White Bird + 2 or 3 monthly email 

reminders of upcoming meetings and field trips; 
3. Nature Alert: Same reminders as PRAS updates plus 

extra field trip notices, odd bird sightings and  
notices from other local conservation organizations. 

 

 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 
or contact a Board Member for help 



Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve 8AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 

Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday Field Trip:  
Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM *, or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  
 

For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations:  
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland   
   Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133   
   Peachland Boulevard) 
 

*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 south  
   of the Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta Gorda  
   (10175 Tamiami Trail) 
 

*EAST—the parking lot of 
Winn-Dixie on State Route 
17  east of Punta Gorda 
(27680 Bermont Road) 

 2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  

March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles  
       Sobczak (reservations required) 
April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 
 

Meetings held at 6:30 pm at First Alliance 
Church on Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

 
It was an 
excellent day of 
birding for ten 
of us on a mild 
and partly 
cloudy day. We 
saw 61 species 
at the Landfill. 
On the road in 
there were four 
red-headed 
woodpeckers, 
five roseate 
spoonbills, Wilson’s snipe, yellow-legs and, due to 
distance, a few unidentifiable sandpipers. 
 
Unfortunately, Sarasota County has recently put up 
new signs in the wetland area on the road that, say 
“No stopping, standing, parking”. This is                 
disappointing because there are usually a good 
number of interesting birds in that wet area.  
According to a Sarasota County employee that spoke 
to us, he prefers no parking at all along the road, due 
to danger of an accident. 
 
Inside the landfill area, we saw several bald eagles, a 
northern harrier, and many American kestrels.  In 
one pond we spotted three purple gallinules and a 
sora rail. Along the road there saw a sandhill crane 
pair with young, several eastern meadowlarks in the 
fields; some singing.  Along the fence line were 
savannah sparrows, eastern bluebirds, brown-headed 
cowbirds and the usual warblers. 
 
After the Landfill, a group of us continued on to 
Sleeping Turtle Preserve North to have lunch in the 
picnic area.  As we ate, we heard many warblers   
singing, abandoned our picnic table and searched the 
beautiful live oaks.  We saw northern parula, black 
and white, prairie and pine warblers, also, blue-gray 
gnatcatcher, blue-headed vireo, white-eyed vireo, 
Carolina wren, tufted titmouse, downy woodpecker 
and a swallow-tailed kite, all just beyond the picnic 
area at the entrance area to the trails. 

Field Trip Report  
Laurel Landfill; February 23   

By: Stu Lewis 



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

    Bird of the Month:  Barred Owl (Strix varia)   
By: Cathy Olson     

 

February 5 Walkabout Report 
By: Gil MacAdam 

The Walkabout on February 5, 2013 to the Desoto County 
Environmental Learning Lab was an enjoyable experience 
for the 23 people that attended.  The walk leader focused 
on four wetland communities that exist in this Desoto 
County resource: the flowing Pomeroy Creek, a pop ash 
swamp, a willow swamp and a baldcypress strand        
forest.  Throughout this heavily vegetated site, a good 
number of birds were heard primarily, and seen, including 
winter resident robins, American crow, blue-gray       
gnatcatcher, downy woodpecker, red bellied woodpecker, 
sandhill cranes, yellow-rumped warblers, and the ever 
present population of northern mockingbirds.  In addition, 
a red shouldered hawk called loudly as we entered the 
cypress strand, and at least two of them later gave the 
group a full aerial show. Two highlights of the walk were 
the young bobcat presently on display at the center, and 
later, all the group sitting quietly at the expanded teaching 
area of the cypress boardwalk, which was funded by 
Peace River Audubon Society and constructed as an    
Eagle Scout project. This is an important environmental 
education center that everyone should try to visit!       

Photo by: 
Joanne Winter 

The barred owl is one of Florida’s resident owls. This owl rarely moves far 
from where it is hatched. Nesting generally occurs within a hollowed out    
cavity although sometimes abandoned stick nests from other birds are used. 
The main predator is the great horned owl; they will move to another part of 
their territory when a great horned owl is around. Here in Florida we usually 
see them in mature forests along creeks or in cypress domes. This beauty was 
seen during the Hathaway Park walkabout. They eat rodents, rabbits and small 
birds and their call is given the mnemonic “Who cooks for you, who cooks for 
you all?” They also make bizarre sounds that cannot be described with words.  

March 5 Walkabout Report 
By: Eleanor Marr 

It was sunny but quite chilly as the group of 27 participants 
started out along the three trails and many overlooks on Shell 
Creek in Hathaway Park.  In the parking lot, a probable indigo 
bunting female on a wire created much discussion before it flew 
off. Several species were singing noisily but sightings proved 
frustrating at first. As the day warmed up we got luckier. A 
white-eyed vireo or two came out from hiding long enough for 
most to get good looks. Blue-gray gnatcatchers were plentiful 
and easily seen. The song of a brown thrasher was followed by 
a sighting on a wire somewhat disguised by trees behind it. 
Northern parulas were singing but none were cooperative. 
When we were briefly on Washington Loop Road, a bald eagle 
and a crested caracara flew across. On the new trail in the kayak 
launch area, a barred owl flew over to an oak tree where all got 
good views. Despite the surprising lack of wading birds, we 
tallied 22 species seen with an additional 6 heard for a grand 
total of 28 species. A few were lucky to see a bobcat cross the 
trail and river otters in one of the marshy areas, all vanishing 
too quickly. On the way home, a swallow-tailed kite flew over 
Washington Loop Road and was seen by a few lucky ones. 
Those stopping at the intersection with SR 17 viewed the cell 
tower condominium complex with active bald eagle nest on the 
top floor and monk parakeets nesting below. It was a good day 
at a local park.  


