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The Venice Landfill is a popular birding spot,      
providing good numbers of birds and views of eagles 
and hawks. The open fields are habitat for Eastern 
meadowlarks, savannah sparrows, etc. In the ponds 
along the roads there are usually gatherings of wood 
storks and ibis, as well as other wading birds and 
ducks. If we’re lucky, we may see an American     
bittern and peregrine falcon. We should see a variety 
of other birds including woodpeckers, Eastern blue 
birds, and warblers. 
 
We will be driving through the entrance gate and 
around the loop, making stops to bird at various 
spots.  There should be some good photo               
opportunities. Rest rooms are available prior to the       
entrance of the landfill. For those who would like to 
bring a lunch, we’ll stop at a nearby park to eat and 
look for more birds. We’ll meet at 7 a.m. at the 
North meeting location. For more info call Stu Lewis 
at (603) 742-2874.  

Little Salt Spring Archaeological and Ecological  
Preserve is a 112-acre parcel of land located in south 
Sarasota County owned by the University of Miami. 
The site contains a 260-foot wide by 250-foot deep 
sinkhole where evidence of Florida's earliest  
inhabitants has been found in the sediments of the 
40-foot deep basin and the 90-foot ledge of the 
spring.  During the late Pleistocene and early     
Holocene, 9,000 to 13,000 years ago, the site was a 
wetland oasis in an arid environment attracting     
extinct and extant animals as well as the people who 
hunted them. In the middle Archaic period, 6,000 - 
8,000 years ago, the site served as an occupation site 
and mortuary pond, where the occupants interred 
their dead in the peat of the upper basin of the spring 
and adjacent wetland slough--a fascinating time   
capsule of Florida's early prehistory. 
  
At this month’s meeting Underwater Archaeologist 
resident research assistant, and preserve manager 
Steven Koski of the University of Miami/Rosenstiel 
School of Marine and Atmospheric Science will  
discuss the environmental setting, the geology and 
hydrology of the spring, the history of the research, 
latest discoveries at 40-foot basin and the 90-foot 
ledge, and future plans for the site and property. In 
general Steve’s research  interests include the early 
prehistory of Florida, coastal adaptations, and  
Paleoindian and Archaic period settlement and  
subsistence systems. For more information on Little 
Salt Spring go to the University of Miami web site: 
http://www.rsmas.miami.edu/groups/lss/ 
 
Meetings are held at 1st Alliance Church on Midway 
Boulevard in Port Charlotte beginning at 6:30pm. 

February 21 Meeting Program:  
Underwater Archaeologist Steven Koski:  

Little Salt Spring: History and Archaeology of a 
South Florida Spring 

By: Jim Knoy 

February 23 Field Trip to Venice Landfill  
By: Stu and Louise Lewis 

March 5 Walkabout to Hathaway Park 
By: Eleanor Marr 

The March Walkabout, Tuesday March 5, will be at 
Hathaway Park.  Several short trails explore a variety 
of habitats near Shell Creek.  The park is located at 
35461 Washington Loop Road, off Rt. 17 north of 
Punta Gorda.  County parking fees (or annual permit) 
apply. Meet at the entrance at 8 AM.  Dress for the 
weather and easy walking.  Sunscreen and bug 
repellant may be useful.  
Bring binoculars, water and 
a snack if desired.  The 
walk will be approximately 
two hours.  For further 
information call Eleanor 
Marr at 941-624-4182. 



I‘d like to report on something a little bit different this time, namely PRAS-sponsored Walkabouts. Yesterday, 
February 5, I joined in on a Walkabout at the DeSoto County Environmental Learning Center. PRAS member 
Gil MacAdam did a marvelous job in heading up the walk through this beautiful and botanically-diverse     
outdoor classroom.  However, at this time, I’d like to describe an unofficial Walkabout that takes place every 
Wednesday morning at Audubon Pennington Nature Park in Port Charlotte. I’m a member of a small work 
crew that has the responsibility (and privilege) of walking the Park’s trails that course through this 8-acre  
parcel of land in search of obstacles that might obstruct the trails. 
 

 

Along the way, we frequently pull up the young and invasive Brazilian pepper and carrotwood trees, remove 
trash, eliminate poison ivy from the trail’s edge, collect air potato tubers (bubils), and conduct other tasks as 
they present themselves. Today (February 6), in one small area, we pulled up 56 invasive monk orchids 
(Oeceoclades maculata). These ground orchids (See above photograph) are non-native and are showing up in 
greater numbers  throughout South Florida. 
 
Every walk provides us with nature’s sights and sounds. Limpkins are frequently heard and seen along the   
water’s edge, as are black vultures, turkey vultures, an occasional barred owl, a host of migrating warblers, 
other delightful song birds, wading birds, and rare visitors such as river otters, cooper’s hawks, gopher         
tortoises, bobcats (one strolled by at the end of an official Walkabout here a year or so ago), and black racers. 
Space doesn’t allow for describing the ever-changing displays of wildflowers, including a nice patch of Jack-
in-the-pulpits, and hundreds of other plant species (including ferns, mosses, lichens, ground orchids, and air 
plants).  
 
If you would like to join us at this weekly gathering, drive to Audubon Pennington Nature Park every  
Wednesday morning at 8 a.m. This Park is located at 1153 Alton Road in Port Charlotte, which is a short     
distance from Peachland Avenue or a bit further from Midway Boulevard. 

 

President’s Report  
By: Larry Behrens 



Walkabout Report From Ollie’s Pond 
By: Stu and Louise Lewis 

On New Year’s Day morning at 8 a.m., 45            
enthusiastic people - a record number for a PRAS 
Walkabout - celebrated the first day of 2013 with a 
walk around Ollie’s Pond. It was a sunny morning 
and a cool 55 degrees.  
 
Because the group was so large, we divided into two 
groups and went in opposite directions around the 
pond.  One group was led by Stu Lewis and the other 
by Bill Dunson and Louise Lewis. The two groups 
met in the middle, compared notes, then continued 
on our different directions, meeting at the end in the 
parking lot. 
 
We saw 39 species including a great-crested           
fly catcher, ring-necked ducks, blue winged-teal,  
lesser scaup, many beautiful hooded mergansers, the 
males splashing and bobbing in mating displays.  
There were the usual wading birds; egrets, herons, 
etc. and 25 or more pied bills grebes that seem to 
winter at Ollie’s Pond every year. The sora rails have 
not been seen and may not be wintering here this 
year. Last year there was a lot of grass coverage loss; 
although there is more coverage this year, it may 
have discouraged them from returning.  
 
It was a wonderful way to start the New Year - a  
scenic walk in one of the best birding locations in 
Charlotte County.  
 
Sun Herald photographer Robert Nelson and writer 
Nicole Noles accompanied Stu Lewis’ group on the 
wallk. The paper subsequently published a great   
article with many pictures that appeared in the   
January 9th issue of the Port Charlotte Herald insert 
of the Sun.  
 

 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you that 

the current White Bird is ready for viewing; 
2. PRAS Updates: White Bird + 2 or 3 monthly email 

reminders of upcoming meetings and field trips; 
3. Nature Alert: Same reminders as PRAS updates plus 

extra field trip notices, odd bird sightings and  
notices from other local conservation organizations. 

 

 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 
or contact a Board Member for help 

 
 
A big welcome to our newest members: M. Animals, 
Kristine Barr, Virginia Betke, John Boatman, Joseph 
Bradley, Helen Brinkman, Fran Cassetta, Elaine   
Comolli, Barbara Daughert, Nancy Egan, Carmel 
Harrington, E. Hale, Robert Hayden, Lucile James, 
Janice Jones, Ardys Leftwich, Valerie Littlefield, 
Diane McKenzie, Cecilia McLaughlin, Rita 
McSharry, Valerie Meinken, Pricilla Michaud,     
Josephine Nicolosi, Jean Pollak, Barbara Rees, Gail 
Rinaldi, Karla Sears, 
Earl Smith, Arlene    
Thompson, Bruce 
Turley, and Billie 
Webster.  We hope to 
see you soon at a 
PRAS event! 

January 19th started out sunny but quite chilly, and 
clouds and wind arrived later in the morning.  None 
of this spoiled a very successful trip.  Eighteen     
participants headed into the park, getting out at the 
bridge over the Myakka River. This was followed by 
a drive along the main roads, stopping at the main 
concession area on Upper Myakka Lake where the 
weir is located, the Birdwalk, the Clay Gully picnic 
area, and at several points along the way when   
sightings warranted. After a lunch at the picnic area, 
the group broke up, some choosing to stay in the 
park for further exploration and others heading home 
by various routes. Highlights of the sightings  
included wild turkey near the bridge, white pelicans 
overhead, black-necked stilts along the shoreline of 
Upper Myakka Lake, Limpkin at the weir, American 
widgeon, green-winged teal, a Caspian tern and a 
flock of American pipits at the Birdwalk where two 
early arriving purple martins flew overhead. Other 
birds of note include sandhill cranes, wood stork, 
Wilson's snipe, bald eagles, yellow-throated warbler. 
A total of 61 species of birds were identified in the 
park.  Some of the participants found crested  
caracara on the way to the park, and those heading 
home via Clay Gully Road were treated to Eastern 
bluebirds and a red-headed woodpecker. 

Field Trip Report From Myakka River State Park   
By: Eleanor K. Marr 

Welcome new members 



Common Name #  Common Name #  Common Name #  Common Name # 
Anhinga 123  Flycatcher Great Crested  3  Mockingbird Northern  367  Swallow Barn  0 
Bittern American  cw  Frigatebird Magnificent  0  Moorhen 138  Swallow Northern Rough-winged  3 
Bittern Least 0  Gallinulle Purple 0  Night-Heron Black-crowned  3  Swallow Tree  4420 
Blackbird Brewer's  0  Gnatcatcher Blue-gray  84  Night-Heron Yellow-crowned 66  Swan Mute 0 
Blackbird Red-winged  55  Godwit, Marbled 29  Nuthatch Brown-headed  0  Tanager, Scarlet  0 
Blackbird Rusty  0  Goldeneye Common  0  Oriole, Northern 0  Tanager, Summer 0 
Bluebird Eastern  13  Goldfinch American  26  Osprey 87  Teal Blue-winged  121 
Bobwhite Northern  10  Goose Snow  0  Ovenbird 0  Teal Green-winged  6 
Bufflehead 0  Grackle Boat-tailed  446  Owl Burrowing  4  Tern Caspian 0 
Bunting Indigo  3  Grackle Common  787  Owl Eastern Screech 2  Tern Common  0 
Bunting, Painted 5  Grebe Horned  12  Owl Great Horned  4  Tern Forster's  61 
Canvasback 0  Grebe Pied-billed  88  Owl,Barred 0  Tern Royal  103 
Caracara, Crested 3  Gull Bonaparte's 0  Oystercatcher American  2  Tern Sandwich  20 
Cardinal Northern  70  Gull Great Black-backed 0  Parakeet Monk  20  Thrasher Brown  2 
Catbird Gray  73  Gull Herring  0  Pelican Brown  131  Titmouse Tufted 0 
Coot American  113  Gull Laughing  752  Pelican White  49  Towhee Eastern  11 
Cormorant Double-crested  927  Gull Ring-billed 654  Phoebe Eastern  27  Turkey Wild 0 
Cowbird Brown-headed  368  Harrier Northern 5  Pintail Northern  0  Turnstone Ruddy  24 
Cowbird Shiny 0  Hawk Cooper's  6  Plover Black-bellied 69  Vireo, Solitary (Blue-headed) 1 
Crane Sandhill  168  Hawk Red-shouldered 66  Plover Semipalmated  50  Vireo White-eyed  3 
Crow American  6  Hawk Red-tailed  15  Rail Clapper  0  Vireo Yellow-throated  0 
Crow Fish  353  Hawk Sharp-shinned  2  Rail, King 4  Vulture Black 351 
Dove Common Ground 34  Hawk, Short-tailed 0  Redhead 6  Vulture Turkey  881 
Dove Eurasian Collared 182  Hawk,Broad-winged 0  Redstart, American 0  Warbler Black-and-white  cw 
Dove Mourning  932  Heron Great Blue 116  Robin American  1025  Warbler Palm  274 
Dove Ringed Turtle 0  Heron Great Blue  (White form) 0  Sanderling 0  Warbler Pine  72 
Dove Rock (Rock Pigeon) 137  Heron Green 19  Sandpiper Least  154  Warbler Prairie  4 
Dove, White-winged 117  Heron Little Blue  191  Sandpiper Spotted  25  Warbler Yellow-rumped  580 
Dowitcher Short-billed  63  Heron Tricolored 96  Sandpiper Western  1  Warbler Yellow-throated  1 
Duck Mallard 2  Hummingbird Ruby-throated  0  Sapsucker Yellow-bellied  1  Warbler Yellow 1 
Duck Mottled 263  Ibis Glossy  191  Scaup Lesser 3493  Waxwing Cedar  cw 
Duck, Mallard Mottled Hybrid 0  Ibis White  957  Shoveler Northern  0  Wigeon, American 0 
Duck Muscovy  32  Jay Blue  162  Shrike Loggerhead  190  Willet 40 
Duck Ring-necked  82  Jay Scrub 19  Skimmer Black  37  Woodpecker Downy 6 
Duck Ruddy  2  Kestrel American 31  Snipe, Wilson's 5  Woodpecker Hairy  1 
Duck Whistling-Black Bellied 31  Killdeer 315  Sora 2  Woodpecker Pileated  6 
Duck, Wood 0  Kingbird,Eastern 0  Sparrow Bachman's  0  Woodpecker Red-bellied  135 
Dunlin 51  Kingfisher Belted  60  Sparrow Chipping  1  Woodpecker Red-cockaded  3 
Eagle Bald  29  Kinglet Ruby-crowned  0  Sparrow Grasshopper  0  Woodpecker Red-headed  4 
Egret Cattle  75  Knot Red  0  Sparrow House  102  Wren House  10 
Egret Great  201  Limpkin 27  Sparrow Savannah  2  Wren Sedge  0 
Egret Reddish  0  Loon Common 10  Sparrow Song  0  Wren,Marsh cw 
Egret Snowy  210  Meadowlark Eastern  32  Sparrow Swamp  7  Yellowlegs Greater  1 
Falcon, Peregrine 0  Merganser Hooded  249  Spoonbill Roseate  24  Yellowlegs Lesser  41 
Finch, House 9  Merganser Red-breasted 10  Starling European  399  Yellowthroat Common  4 
Flicker Northern (Yellow-shafted)  11  Merlin 0  Stork Wood 110    

Over 50 participants spent over 350 hours in search of birds by foot, car, cart, bike or boat, and covered over 500 miles by land or sea. Partly 
sunny weather helped push our total count up by 35% to 24,019 versus 17,718 in 2011; 22,272 in 2010; 19,082 in 2009; 24,516 in 2008. We saw 
131 species (+4 more during count week). This was an increase from 130 in 2011; 118 in 2010; 125 in 2009; 122 in 2008. Of note, we saw for the 
first time ever a crested caracara, plus green-winged teal, which we had not seen since 2003. Also sighted were 1,025 American robins vs. 25 last 
year, 63 short-billed dowitchers vs. the normal two or three that we see. Semipalmated plover sightings increased to 50 from the usual four. Also 
seen were 26 American goldfinches vs. the single digits that we usually see. 41 lesser yellowlegs sightings was a substantial increase from prior 
years. There were declines in owls, ducks, common grackles, mourning doves, skimmers and scrub jays. The counts for bobwhites, dunlin, limpkin, 
tree swallows and ruddy turnstones were up. Our most-seen birds, with over 1000 sightings each, were tree swallows, lesser scaup and American 
robins. Birds that we saw in 2012 but not in 2011 included: American bittern (saw count week), crested caracara, ruddy duck, great -crested 
flycatcher, marbled godwit, redhead, sora, chipping sparrow, northern rough-winged swallow, green-winged teal, black-and-white warbler (saw 
count week), yellow warbler, cedar waxwing (saw count week), hairy woodpecker, marsh wren (saw count week) and greater yellowlegs. Birds that 
we did not see in 2012 but did see in 2011 include: mallard, herring gull, short-tailed hawk, red knot, brown-headed nuthatch, barred owl, clapper 
rail, northern shoveler, wild turkey and American widgeon. Thank you to all who helped on the count this year. 

2012 Christmas Bird Count Results    By: Tony Licata 



 
Pete Quasius of Southwest Florida Audubon established a new National Audubon Christmas Bird Count Circle            
encompassing portions of  Babcock Ranch, Babcock Ranch Preserve and the Cecil B. Webb Wildlife        
Management Area. Stu Lewis agreed to be the organizer and compiler for this new count area. Steve Smith, 
Vice President and General Manager of Babcock Ranch, gave permission to PRAS to access the private roads 
to do the count. 
 
On January 4th, 2013, 11 PRAS members split into 3 teams and conducted this first count on the Ranch, and 
the Preserve  counting a small portion of the 15-mile diameter circle.  Phyllis Cady led a team, including Larry 
Behrens and Jim Knoy, on the Footprints Trail. This team walked and waded the trails for about 2 hours. Parts 
of this trail are often flooded. They also counted along State Road 31 on their way to the Ranch and areas 
around the Wilderness Tours area. 
 
The other eight members split into two teams led by Stu Lewis and Dave Lancaster.  Team members were 
Louise Lewis, Joan and Chuck Froman, Eleanor and Bill Marr and Bob Klarquist. One of these teams counted 
along the main entrance road to the Ranch, and the other counted the public road to the Wilderness Tours    
facility. 
 
The teams then met mid-morning at the Wilderness Tours Parking Area where we joined our Ranch guides for 
the day, Jim Easton, Ranch Forestry Dept, and Hanna Nardi.  In three vehicles, we caravanned along many 
roads within the Ranch and Preserve that are not normally accessible to the public. The teams made many 
stops along the way to count within a great diversity of habitats:  cypress swamps, pine flatwoods, open ranch 
pastures, and many small ponds and wet areas. 
 
We stopped for lunch at the Telegraph Swamp spillway; we weren’t alone! - we had a water-borne audience 
(gators!), and many eyes were staring at us; they were also in a “lunch” mood… Along with the gators, there 
were a large number of herons, egrets, vultures, limpkins, and at least 12 black-crowned night herons. 
 
In one wet area, our Guide, Jim, found what he identified as a Siren, a large, two-legged salamander, which he 
brought out of the water to show us. We finished up around 4 p.m.  - a new adventure in a new area, greatly 
enjoyed by all! 
 
Other birds of note within the 
ranch: brown-headed nuthatch, 
crested caracara, great-crested   
flycatcher, a large flock of about 
75 white pelicans resting in a 
pond, barred owl, yellow-bellied 
sapsucker, chipping sparrow, 
grasshopper sparrow, painted   
bunting, brown-headed cowbird, 
American crow, tufted titmice, etc. 
- 77 species and a total of 3,950 
birds, including an estimated 
swarm of 1,700 tree swallows. 

    Babcock Ranch Preserve Christmas Bird Count  
By: Stu Lewis  



Saturday, February 23, 2013  
Field Trip: Pineland Preserve/Venice Landfill in Venice  
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 603-742-2874  
 

Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Hathaway Park  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 

Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 568-214-0203 
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve 8AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 

Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday Field Trip:  
Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM *, or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  
 

For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations:  
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland   
   Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133   
   Peachland Boulevard) 
 

*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 south  
   of the Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta Gorda  
   (10175 Tamiami Trail) 
 

*EAST—the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on State Route 17  
   east of Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) 

Join bird watchers throughout the world on February 
15-18 by participating in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count. See www.birdsources.org/gbbc for all the  
details. You may invest as little as 15 minutes  
watching your backyard feeders or count birds at a 
local  (or distant) hotspot. Enter your data on line and 
help scientists continue to learn about bird  
distribution and abundance.  There is even a photo 
contest for those of you who enjoy taking  
photographs of our feathery friends. 

2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  

February 21: Little Salt Spring: Steve Koski 
March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles  
       Sobczak (reservations required) 
April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 

Meetings held at 6:30 pm at First Alliance 
Church on Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

Don’t forget to sign up for the annual banquet by 
February 28 for a $3 discount. Prices then increase 
to $30 and can be purchased up to March 10 (Please 
see the January newsletter online for the complete 
details). You may register by contacting Phyllis 
Cady (941 286-768). This year the banquet will be at 
Kings Gate Golf Club and our speaker is the highly 
entertaining author Charles Sobczak who will talk to 
us about his travels throughout the natural world in 
southwest Florida. For dinner you have your choice 
between a 6 oz filet, salmon, or chicken marsala. A 
cash bar will also be available. We will also have our 
annual silent auction so that we may raise funds for 
our Youth Environmental Education Fund. This is 
the fund that allows us to help fund environmental 
educational opportunities for local groups such as the 
Boy and Girl Scouts, local elementary school 
programs, and the 4th grade wading trip conducted by 
the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center.  
 
So far some of the items for auction include entrance 
tickets to Sea World, Monkey Jungle, Florida 
Aquarium, Babcock Wilderness Adventures, Bok 
Tower Gardens, boating trips donated by 
Kingfisher Fleet, Key West Express and Naples 
Princess, a one-year membership to the Calusa 
Nature Center and Planetarium, birdfeeders 
donated by Backyard Bird Company, and  books, 
bird houses, jewelry and other items donated by our 
membership. We also hope to have gift certificates to 
local restaurants, golf rounds etc. Please contact 
Cathy Olson if you have items to donate for the 
auction and thank you for helping to raise money for 
youth environmental education! 

Annual banquet and Silent Auction  
March 21, 2013     
By: Cathy Olson 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
February 15-18 2013  

By: Cathy Olson 



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

    Bird of the Month:  American robin  (Turdus migratorius)   
By: Cathy Olson     

The American robin is one of the most recognized North 
American birds. It is an abundant winter visitor in southwest 
Florida. During the winter this big thrush groups together in 
large, sometimes huge, flocks traveling together feeding on 
berries and other items. Upon leaving Florida in the early spring 
they no longer flock together, but instead establish individual 
breeding territories where they can produce up to 3 broods in one 
year, though on average only 40% of nests successfully produce 
young . American robins can be seen in natural areas and in 
suburban areas, making their population stable, if not increasing. 

    Air Potato Round-up at Pennington Park  
By: Shannon McGinnis and Larry Behrens 

On a beautiful January morning 9 people gathered at Pennington Park to 
enjoy the birding opportunities in the park and then start rounding up air 
potato tubers. At the entrance to the park many warblers were seen in the 
trees; mostly yellow-rumped and palm warblers. A blue-gray gnatcatcher 
and a  white-eyed vireo were also spotted. In the gum and cypress trees 
we spotted a yellow-bellied sapsucker and a red-bellied woodpecker. 
Northern mockingbirds were seen as well as many vultures in the area. 
The highlight of the birding walk was hearing and seeing a limpkin 
which are frequently seen in the park because of the nearby canals which 
have many apple snails.       
       Then we returned to the main purpose of the day which was to help 
control the exotic, invasive air potato plants which have invaded sections of the park. The air potato 
(Dioscorea bulbifera) was introduced to the United States as early as 1777.  It has large heart shaped 
leaves. During the summer the vines grow rapidly like kudzu, covering other vegetation and reaching high into 
trees. The vines produce many potato like tubers that later fall to the ground to sprout the next spring to form 
even more vines. The tubers can range from the size of a pea to the size of a grapefruit. During the winter 
when the tangled web of vines die back and the new tubers fall to the ground is an optimum time to take steps 
to keep the invasive plant from spreading further. We removed many bags full of tubers which will not be able 
to sprout into even more vines next year. Many thanks to all the workers who worked hard until almost noon 
to  help control the spread of the air potato vines.     

Photo by: Gregg Klowden 


