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Upcoming events 
By: Cathy Olson 

This month is busy for PRAS! Our first walkabout of 
the new year was January 1 to Ollie’s Pond with Stu 
and Louise Lewis. On January 12 (at 8 am) will be 
a short bird walk and air potato roundup at our own 
Audubon Pennington Park (1153 Alton Road, Port 
Charlotte).  Please, please come help us collect these 
invasive exotic tubers. This will be our 3rd roundup 
in four years. Last year we skipped the event and the  
air potato coverage increased.  Help us keep this  
exotic invasive plant in check! Everyone’s effort for 
a couple of hours is needed (contact Cathy Olson for 
info)! January 17, at our evening meeting, (6:30 pm, 
1st Alliance Church, Midway Blvd & Green St, Port 
Charlotte), Tony Licata, Christmas Bird Count  
Coordinator, will recap this year’s Christmas Bird 
Count. It will be interesting to see which birds were 
seen and which remained hidden on this one day of 
intensive birding. January 19, Eleanor Marr will 
lead a field trip to Myakka River State Park, a 
beautiful park in Sarasota County where many rare 
and common birds alike can be observed. Meet at 7 
am in in the north carpool location (see page 3).  
February 5, Gil MacAdam will lead a walkabout to 
the Desoto County Environmental Learning Lab 
in Desoto County. Meet Gil at the Environmental 
Lab at 8 am (8152 Environmental Road, Arcadia).  

 

Have you been missing the White Bird?  PRAS now 
mails only two editions per year; all others are avail-
able on our website: PeaceRiverAudubon.org.  For a 
monthly reminder, be sure to sign up for 1 of our 3 
email groups. 

 

 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you that 

the current White Bird is ready for viewing 
2. PRAS Updates: White Bird + 2 or 3 monthly email 

reminders of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same reminders as PRAS updates plus 

additional field trips, notices for odd bird sightings 
and notices from other conservation organizations. 

 

 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 
or contact a Board Member for help 

President’s Report By: Larry Behrens 

Just some more ramblings on my part... no          
earth-shaking news ... My wife and I recently        
returned from a stay with our son, his wife, and our 
precious 3-year old grandson in Prairie Village,   
Kansas. It was frigid during most of our stay, but we 
enjoyed the time relaxing and playing with our 
grandson. Our son had set up a feeding station in the 
backyard, allowing us to enjoy the viewing of    
genuine snow birds, and, yes, there was some of that 
white stuff on the ground. I didn’t keep a record of 
all the birds that visited the feeders, but the usual 
winter residents were helping themselves to the seed 
mix; house sparrows, cardinals, juncos, a red-bellied 
woodpecker, blue jays, robins, a  nuthatch, and a few 
house finches (don’t you just love those males with 
their reddish heads and breasts). During our return to 
Florida, we spent a couple of nights with a friend in 
the St. Louis area. She had some feeders out front 
which attracted many of the same birds that we 
viewed in Prairie Village. Additionally, we saw a 
few black-capped chickadees, a couple of titmice, 
one downy woodpecker, and a partridge in a pear 
tree (just kidding about that one). Also, there were 
numerous robins flittering about the neighborhood 
(like our robins down here after they have pigged out 
on Brazilian Pepper berries). I do wonder why these 
northern robins hang around through Midwestern 
winters, when they could do as many other robins do, 
that is, head south for warmer conditions... We left 
the St. Louis area early one morning, driving through 
a light, wet snow. As we entered Illinois, we were 
greeted, not only by dawn’s early light, but by a  
majestic landscape of snow-covered trees, shrubs, 
and fence posts. We enjoyed this pallet of white 
splendor through all of Illinois. Along the way, we 
were also entertained by several swarms of starlings 
that, in unison, twisted their way through the skies. 
How they make these maneuvers with such precision 
is beyond me. However, some scientists believe they 
have an explanation for this incredible behavior. 
Check out this link: http://blogs.bu.edu/
bioaerial2012/2012/10/14/synchronized-flight-the-
starling/  So, that’s our holiday journey in a nutshell. 
We hope to see you at our January 17 meeting which 
will be followed by our field trip, on January 19, to 
Myakka River State Park where birding is almost 
always very rewarding. In the meantime, the Board 
of Directors and Officers for PRAS wish you and 
yours a terrific 2013.  

Where has my PRAS newsletter been? 



Saturday, January 19, 2013  
Field Trip: Myakka River State Park 
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Desoto County Environmental Learning Lab  
Coordinator: Gil MacAdam 863-494-7434 
 

Saturday, February 23, 2013  
Field Trip: Pineland Preserve/Venice Landfill in Venice  
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 603-742-2874  
 

Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Hathaway Park  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 

Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 568-214-0203 
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve 8AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 

Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday  
Field Trip: Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM *, or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  
 

For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations: *NORTH—the parking lot by 
McDonalds at Peachland Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in 
Port Charlotte (24133 Peachland Boulevard) 

We had a beautiful sunny morning for our December 
4th Walkabout.  Eastern  meadowlarks sang to us as 
we waited for all to arrive. We divided into two 
groups, both heading through the pine flatwoods 
down to the harbor. Dave Lancaster’s group headed 
directly to the harbor and Phyllis Cady’s group 
joined up with them shortly.  On the way we saw 
pine, yellow-rumped, and palm warblers, gray      
catbirds, cardinals, mockingbirds, tree swallows, and 
red-bellied woodpeckers.  When we arrived at the 
mangroves, you could see the blue water of Charlotte 
Harbor and the activity of the waterbirds ahead.   
Some birds could be seen right on the shore such as 
dunlins, dowitchers, a yellow-crowned night heron, 
willets, and black-bellied plovers.  Other birds were 
swimming off shore, like the white and brown     
pelicans, several horned grebes and a red-breasted 
merganser. There were also birds out on the        
mudflats, so we were glad we had a scope for better 
viewing. There were royal and forster’s terns,      
double-crested cormorants, and laughing and ring-
billed gulls.  On the way back there were more birds 
to add to our list;  eastern towhee, loggerhead 
shrikes, eastern phoebe, and a red-shouldered hawk.  
One group had a special treat as they saw about 10     
eastern bluebirds and a chipping sparrow.   

As we reached the parking area and loaded back up 
in our cars a flock of while pelicans soared overhead 
in the sun….a great ending to a fun day of good    
fellowship and good birding. 

 
 
 
  

2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  Walkabout Report from Charlotte Harbor  
Preserve State Park, North Cape Flats Trail  

By: Phyllis Cady 

January 17: Christmas Bird Count report: Tony Licata 
February 21: Little Salt Spring: Steve Koski 
March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles  
       Sobczak (reservations required) 
 

April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 

 

Meetings held at 6:30 pm at First Alliance Church 
on Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

The Peace River Audubon Society 
PO Box 510760 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951-0760 
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    Bird of the Month:  Razorbill (Alca torda)  By: Cathy Olson     
 
The Florida bird watching community and scientists have been awed by the current irruption of 
razorbills to Florida coastal waters. This is a bird that normally winters in the Atlantic Ocean 
south to North Carolina; only rarely does a lone razorbill make it to Florida waters. For some 
reason, and while there is much speculation we don’t yet know the real reason (s), hundreds if 
not  thousands of razorbills have made it to Florida coastal waters; including the Gulf of Mexico! 
While it is a real treat to see them some are in distress and quite a few have died. Scientists are 
collecting the carcasses for research. Perhaps someday we will tease apart the reason for the     
irruption.  Until then go see one but don’t add undo stress. 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  
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