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September 20th Program:  Great Blue Heron 
Natural History: Jerry Waters 

By: Cathy Olson 

Our new meeting place:   
First Alliance Church at the intersection of 
Midway and Green St. (northeast of US 41) 

The first walkabout of the season will be on Tuesday      
October 2, to Amberjack Environmental Park, 6450 
Gasparilla Pines Blvd., off Placida Road. The park 
has both uplands and wetlands which will give us an 
opportunity to observe a variety of birds.  Roseate 
spoonbills are frequently seen  from the boardwalks 
on Lemon Lake, as well as ibis, egrets, herons, and 
red winged blackbirds. In the pines, pileated      
woodpeckers have also been observed and Florida 
scrub-jays live in the scrub. After a long hot summer,       
getting out for some fall birding will be a pleasant 
change. We will meet at the park entrance at 8 am. .    

Bring insect repellent, water, sunscreen, and wear 
shoes appropriate for trails.  For information call 
Shannon McGinnis at 941-258-6363.   

North American Migration Count 
By: Cathy Olson 

September 15 is the North American Migration 
Count.  This count was started in 1992 with the 
goal of obtaining a snapshot of migration over the 
continent.  It is run similarly to the Christmas Bird 
Count however the boundary is the county rather 
than a 15 mile diameter circle and it is one day 
rather than over several weeks.  Please let me know 
if you would like to participate and where you 
would like to count (OlsonC1@PeaceRiverAudubon.org) 
so I may send you the rules and ensure we are 
counting different areas.  Areas can be small or 
large, it is up to you so long as your count area does 
not overlap someone else’s area.  A few places, 
such as Punta Gorda History Park, have been     
previously counted but need people this season.  
Others locations can be added; just let me know so I 
may send you the rules. Several groups have par-
ticipated over the last several years and I hope to 
add more areas to better cover the county.  

                                                  Come join PRAS for 
      the first program of  
      the year in our new  
      location. Jerry Waters 
      will deliver a program 
      describing the natural 
      history of the great  
      blue heron, one of  
      America’s most  
      ubiquitous and easily 
recognized herons.  
The doors open at 6:30 (we meet in the church café) 
and the program will begin at 7 pm.  See adjacent 
map for the new location and President’s message 
for directions. 

October 2 Walkabout:  Amberjack 
By: Shannon McGinnis 

Nesting great blue herons. Photo by Tom Zinneman 



President’s Report 
By: Larry Behrens 

 
Start your engines! And head to our new meeting 
place - - - First Alliance Church on Midway     
Boulevard in Port Charlotte. I know you will be 
pleased with this excellent facility. First Alliance 
Church is just around the corner from our previous 
meeting place, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. To get 
to First Alliance, travel east on Midway Blvd. from 
Highway 41. Turn north (or left) on Green Street 
traveling a short distance to the church’s main    
parking. (For some reason, Google Earth takes you 
to the Church of Christ which is just east of First  
Alliance Church.) We will be holding our meetings 
in the “Cafe”. We will have someone waiting in the     
parking lot to help direct you to the “Cafe”. As in the 
past, doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for socializing, the 
meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Board members and committee chairs have been 
working around the clock this summer, in  
preparation for another great season of field trips, 
walkabouts, programs, and special events. We would 
like to see more of you join one of our committees. 
At our first couple of meetings, I will pass out a list 
of our committees with a brief summary of each 
committee’s responsibilities. There is so much talent 
out there, talent which needs to be tapped. We’d also 
like to hear from you with your ideas, suggestions, 
and assessment of what we’ve done in the past and 
what we plan on doing this season. 

Enough said . . . all of us look forward to seeing all 
of you once again. We hope you’ve had a wonderful 
summer of birding, visiting with friends and family, 
and just plain enjoying the great outdoors. 

 
 

 

Please welcome 
Charles Bennett,  
Hildegard Clark, 
Christine Czedik,  
Stephen Delegal,  
Rudy Eyser, Jane  
Farrow, Lois Kocher, 
Lyndon Kunkel,  

Antoinette Manfredo, Patricia Nesser, Walter  
Piotrowski, Helen Torguson, Ernest Traxel, and 
Mary Viselli as the newest members of PRAS! 

Welcome new members 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you the    

current White Bird is ready for viewing 
2. PRAS Updates: 2 or 3 PRAS email reminders per 

month of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same as PRAS updates plus notices 

from other conservation organizations and           
additional field trips, notices for odd bird sightings. 

 
 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

Several things of interest have been occurring at the 
Audubon-Pennington Nature Park. 
 
First, we have just finished planting some bushes and 
groundcovers in the parking lot raised boxes where 
we planted the live oaks several years ago to replace 
the trees wiped out by Hurricane Charley.  We put in 
red pentas for accent color and perennial peanut and 
sunshine mimosa groundcovers to fill the boxes.  
This project was almost completely paid for by the 
donation from Dave Lancaster’s Bird-a-thon team. 
 
Second, the county is going to change the            
configuration of the inside fence and gate to allow 
wheelchair access.  We don’t have a specific date 
yet, but we expect it will be soon.  We have had 
some requests for easier access to the park, and this 
project should solve that problem. 
 
Third, we spotted an otter in the back portion of the 
park near the cypress swamp.  It was hanging out 
close to the trail, and although cautious, did not run 
away when we spotted each other. This was the first 
time I have seen that species in the park. 
 
Fourth, the Eagle Scout project is completed, with 
only the official Eagle Scout award ceremony       
remaining.  As a result, we have a new front fence, a 
new bench along the trail, and new signs identifying 
plants of interest.  Many thanks to Gil MacAdam for 
providing the expertise on the plant identification. 
 
(see page 4 for the rest of the article) 

Audubon Pennington Nature Park Happenings 
By: Larry Linn 



September 20: Great blue heron natural history:  
                         Jerry Waters 
October 18: Tom Zinneman: Florida Breeding Atlas II 
November 15: Florida scrub-jays in Charlotte County:                        
             Dr. Karl Miller 
December 20: Annual pot luck dinner 
January 17: Christmas Bird Count report: Tony Licata 
February 21: Little Salt Spring: Steve Koski 
March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles                     
     Sobczak  
April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 17: Member’s night slide show 

Meetings held at First Alliance Church on  
Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

Tuesday, October 2, 2012 
Walkabout: Amberjack Preserve 8 AM  
Coordinator: Shannon McGinnis 941-258-6363  
 
Saturday, October 20, 2012 
Field Trip: Pinecraft and Arlington Parks in Sarasota 
Meet: North Carpool location * 7AM 
Coordinator: Shannon McGinnis 941-258-6363 
 
Tuesday, November 6, 1202 * Note 
Walkabout: Kiwanis Park 8 AM 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-204-1708 
 
Saturday, November 10, 2012 *Note change to 2nd Sat *  
Field Trip: Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest and WMA  
Meet: East Car pool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-204-1708 
 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012  
Walkabout: North Cape Flats Trail: Charlotte Harbor   
Preserve State Park 8 AM 
Coordinator: Phyllis Cady 941-286-7638 
 
Saturday, December 22, 2012 
Field Trip: Annual Christmas Bird Count 
Coordinator: Tony Licata 941-505-9775 
Contact Tony Licata to sign up. 
 
Tuesday, January 1, 2013 
Walkabout: Ollie’s Pond 8AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 
Saturday, January 19, 2013  
Field Trip: Myakka River State Park 
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Desoto County Environmental Learning Lab  
Coordinator: Gil MacAdam 863-494-7434 
 
Saturday, February 23, 2013  
Field Trip: Pineland Preserve/Venice Landfill in Venice  
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Hathaway Park on Washington Loop Road  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 
Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 568-214-0203 
 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve 8AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 
Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Ft Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 
Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 
Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday  
Field Trip: Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM * , or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  

 
For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations: 
 
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland Mall 
near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133 Peachland 
Boulevard) 
 
*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 south of the 
Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta Gorda (10175 Tamiami 
Trail) 
 
EAST –the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on State Route 17 east of 
Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) 
 
 
  

  

2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  



 
 
 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

 

Bird of the Month:  Prothonotary Warbler  
(Protonotaria citrea ) By: Cathy Olson 

 
 

 
 The prothonotary warbler is a breeding bird in the 

eastern United States. In southwest Florida, we see 
them this time of year as an early fall migrant on 
their way to Central America and the Southwestern 
tip of South America where they are abundant in 
mangrove swamps.  These warblers nest in swamps 
and are one of two warbler species that nest in  
cavities.  This strikingly yellow bird was named   
after the clerks in the Catholic church who wore 
bright yellow robes.  Be sure to get out this fall and 
look for them and other migrants! Photo by: Gregg Klowden, Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve 

(Pennington Park continued from page 2) 
Fifth, we have just finished weed-whacking the parking lot area, and the county will be mowing the grass road 
inside the park in the near future. 
 
Audubon-Pennington Nature Park is a small, 7.9 acre neighborhood park that Charlotte County leases to the 
Peace River Audubon Society.  The park features cypress swamp, oak hammock, and pine flatwoods, contains 
an interesting variety of plants and animals, and is recovering nicely from the ravages of Hurricane Charley in 
August of 2004. 
 
Maintenance is provided by PRAS volunteers and the county.   PRAS volunteers work from 8-10 AM every 
Wednesday morning and we’re always looking for more help.  We make sure the trails are clear and try to  
control exotic species, primarily Brazilian pepper, carrotwood, and air potato. 
 
Location: Port Charlotte area on Alton Road across from the intersection of Halstead, between Midway Blvd. 
and Peachland Blvd., approximately 1.5 miles West of Kings Highway.  Small brown signs with white         
lettering direct you from Midway or Peachland. 
 
Contact Larry Linn (276-2369) for more information about the park. 


