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Saturday 7th April is the date for the 2012 Birdathon 
fund raiser. Get a team together and see if you can 
find and see the most birds in Charlotte County 
while raising money for the PRAS projects. 

You can start anytime after midnight, great for    
owling, and the fund raiser will end at 5 PM at    
Bayshore Live Oak Park to compare notes and     
collect pledges. It is always fun to see who’s team 
has the most birds and pledges. We are planning on 
having pizza again, so bring a drink for the wrap up. 
See the PRAS web site www.peaceriveraudubon.org 
for more information. 

You can email me DJL8339@comcast.net or call 
586-214-0203 to let me know if you have a team and 
want to participate. You can also contact me if you 
would like to make a pledge or a donation. If you are 
looking to join a team, contact me, maybe I can find 
a spot for you. 

Dave Lancaster, Birdathon coordinator 586-214-0203 
 
 
 
 
 

We will meet at the park entrance pay station at 7:00 
AM. Our target bird will be the Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker who leave their roosts shortly after 
7:15 (sunrise). Brown-headed Nuthatch and      
Bachman’s Sparrow are other specialty birds of the 
pine flatwoods. The roads have been greatly         
improved so travel is easy. The entrance fee is $3 
per person with a maximum $6 charge per vehicle,    
Florida residents 65 and over are free. Babcock-
Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area is east about 
a quarter mile from I-75 at Tuckers Grade exit 158.  

March Program:  An Evening with Audubon.  
“Gardening for Wildlife” by Bill Dunson 

April 3, 2012 Walkabout: 
Babcock Ranch Preserve, Footprints Trail 

By:  Phyllis Cady 

March 17, 2012 Field trip 
Fred C. Babcock-Cecil M. Webb WMA 

By:  Dave Lancaster 

April 7, 2012 Birdathon: 
By:  Dave Lancaster 

We will not have a regularly scheduled program this 
month.  Instead we will be having the annual banquet 
and silent auction on March 15, 2012.   Dr. Bill 
Dunson is our speaker this year.  I hope you have 
already purchased your tickets.  If not, a $35 ticket 
may be purchased by March 9, 2012.  Call Phyllis 
Cady at 941 286-7638.  Bring your check book and 
win some of the donated items. 
 
 
 
 
 
Our April Walkabout will be at Footprints Trail 
which is part of the Babcock Ranch Preserve        
purchased by the state and Lee County in 2006.   The 
trail passes through moss-filled live oaks, pine     
flatwoods, prairie, and cypress swamp.   We will be 
looking for turkeys and bobwhite in the grasslands, 
woodpeckers and warblers in the pines, and  water-
birds in the swamp.  We have seen crested caracara, 
barred owls, limpkin, and night herons on past visits.   
To get there take Bermont Road, stay on it past Hwy. 
31 (14.4 miles) and at the ranger station on your 
right, you will see a driveway that will take you into 
the parking area.  The hike starts at 8:00 AM, but 
anyone wanting to carpool can meet in the Winn 
Dixie parking lot on Hwy 17 and Bermont Road at 
7:30 AM.  The 2 mile trail is sometimes uneven so 
good balance is required.  Remember to come 
dressed for hiking and bring water and mosquito   
repellent.  If you have any questions call Phyllis at 
941-286-7638.  Hope you will join us on this new 
and interesting trail. 



  

I’m never quite certain what I should write for issues 
of the White Bird so, I thought I’d try something   
different. Not too long ago, I bought an Android   
tablet and conducted a search for software programs 
that present birds via photos, songs, calls, and       
descriptions. I’m not inclined to promoting products 
through this medium, but I’ve got to tell you about 
my purchase of the software program, iBird Pro 2.  
Some of you are probably familiar with this program, 
but for those of you that aren’t, here’s what I found. 
My search took me to Amazon which presently lists 
iBird Pro 2 for $9.95. I paid less than that, but I think 
it’s still a bargain. Here’s why: My iBird Pro 2     
includes entries for 924 species of North American 
birds, along with over 1,000 beautiful drawings and 
2,500 excellent  photos.  The birds are arranged    
alphabetically, but a quick search will take you to 
your selection. Once there, you can tap buttons for: 
the bird’s songs and calls, range, identity, photos, the 
addition to your favorites, space for recording notes, 
the bird’s ecology, similar birds, facts, Birdpedia, 
Flickr, family, and portrait. This program is great for  
someone like me who is not yet a seasoned birder. I 
joined PRAS so I can expand my limited knowledge 
of birds. PRAS is blessed with having many skilled 
birders who are always eager to share their      
knowledge and expertise with others. iBird Pro 2 has 
been a outstanding addition to my portable library. 
iBird is available for iPhone, iPhone Touch, Android 
devices, iPads, and Kindle Fire.  I’ll bring it along 
with me on walkabouts, field trips, and  general 
meetings so that you can see just how valuable a 
teaching tool it is.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo from Babcock footprint trail:  Phyllis Cady 

President’s Message  
By: Larry Behrens 

Saturday January 21 was bright and sunny and not 
too hot.  A baker’s dozen participants arrived at   
Celery Fields shortly after 8 AM.  We began by    
taking the long walk around the north pond area 
where highlights included a couple of Northern   
Harriers swooping around the fields or perched on 
snags.  Part of the walk was along the “hill”, and 
Tree Swallows swirled above and below us.          
Savannah Sparrows and Palm Warblers were easily 
spotted in grassy and brushy areas along the path.  
An immature Bald Eagle and a Roseate Spoonbill 
flew overhead.  Red-shouldered Hawks and      
Limpkins screamed and were often spotted.  We then 
drove to several places around the south ponds where 
ibis, herons, egrets and ducks predominated.  Ducks 
seen that morning included Ring-necked, Lesser 
Scaup, Blue and Green Winged Teal and Mottled 
Duck. The trip ended with lunch at Ackerman Park, 
where three White Pelicans were swimming among 
the ducks, coots and gulls, Monk Parakeets screamed 
in the trees, and Sandhill Cranes were across the 
road.  Forty species of birds were observed. 

 
There were 20 participants for the walkabout at   
Tippecanoe Environmental Park on Tuesday,       
February 7th. The weather was beautiful, the birds 
were cooperative and we saw a total of 34 species. 
Our target birds were the Florida Scrub-Jay and 
Clapper Rail. The group was very fortunate to see 
four Florida Scrub-Jays (for some participants this 
was a first sighting), but we did not see the Clapper 
Rail and were not able to call them in (my ipod 
speakers were not working). Sightings included an 
active Osprey nest with two young birds which was 
some distance off the trail. Other notable sightings 
included the Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern    
Towhee, White-eyed Vireo, Downy Woodpecker, 
Carolina Wren and the Common Yellow-throat. 

Celery Fields Field Trip Report 
By: Eleanor Marr 

Tippecanoe Environmental Park Walkabout  
Report By: Don Youso 



 
 
 
 
The PRAS photography group spent a very           
rewarding day at Myakka River State Park.  The 
weather on January 10, 2012 couldn’t have been 
more agreeable.  On the way to the park, a            
cooperative Crested Caracara posed on a post by the 
side of the road.  At the park, hundreds of birds were 
visible, mainly on the river.  Raptors were seen  
overhead.  Sandhill Cranes afforded great              
opportunities for flying shots.  At the dam area, a 
couple dozen Roseate Spoonbills intermixed with 
Black Vultures on the riverbank, a flock of Black-
necked Stilts waded in the water, and a couple of 
Limpkin perched in a tree though not in good light.  
Along the riverbank further into the park, a short 
walk through the grass brought us close to a flock of 
Long-billed  Dowitchers that rose up into the air 
when a Northern Harrier came through, making for 
spectacular shots (see last page). 
 
Photo shoots are normally held the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month, but special opportunities also occur.    
Announcement of photo shoots is made at PRAS 
meetings, in the White Bird, PeaceRiverAudubon 
Update, CharlotteCountyNatureAlert.  In addition, a 
special Photo Group e-mail is sent to anyone who 
asks to be on the list.  This e-mail is the best way to 
learn about unexpected opportunities or last-minute 
changes in plans.  If you want to be on this list, or for 
further information, call Bill Marr at 941-624-4182. 

 
This was a  scheduled field trip but no one came - 
perhaps because much of the loop road at the    
Landfill is now closed until August, making the trip 
there less interesting. Since it was the weekend of the 
Great Back Yard Bird Count, we diverted to Ollie's 
Pond to do a count there. It was an exceptionally 
good day of birding there.  The pond is drying up, 
creating shallow water and exposed mud flats for 
feeding.  We recorded 43 species, including 6 roseate 
spoonbills, 3 snipe, 2 yellow-throated warblers, 18 
yellow legs - including 4 greater, a pair of green-
winged teals and lots of ducks, herons and egrets.  

 Please note that the Members night slide shows and 
Dr. Karl Miller’s southeastern American kestrel    
program will be switched.  Members night will be 
held on April 19 and Dr. Miller will speak on May 
17.  Start planning your photo presentation for the 
April program!  Elections of officers will be held at 
the May meeting in accordance with the chapter    
bylaws.  Please talk to a Board member if you would 
like to serve on the Board or one of the committees. 
 
     

Welcome new PRAS     
members: Deborah Baugh, 
Charles Connell, Jan 
Dykstra, Valerie & Peter 
Fenning, Michael Kullen, 
Eileen Lewis, Bob Marx, 

and Jamie Reynolds.  Be sure to come check out our 
monthly programs, field trips and walkabouts.   

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you the    

current White Bird is ready for viewing 
2. PRAS Updates: 2 or 3 PRAS email reminders per 

month of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same as PRAS updates plus notices 

from other conservation organizations and           
additional field trips, notices for odd bird sightings. 

 
 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

 

Venice Landfill Field Trip Report (Feb. 18) 
By: Stu and Louise Lewis 

 

Program Schedule Switch  

Photo Shoot: Myakka River State Park  
By: Bill Marr 

Photo by: Eleanor Marr 



  

 
 

On a beautiful fall morning 28 birders came to 
Ollie's Pond for our December walkabout.  The 
early morning was cool, but rapidly warmed to a 
comfortable temperature.  We spotted a total of 35 
species, including Blue winged Teal, American 
Coots, Ringed-neck ducks, Piled-billed Grebes, and 
a number of Hooded Mergansers which many    
considered the best bird of the day.  Other birds   
included Yellow-rumped and Palm warblers, a 
Belted Kingfisher, a Wilson's Snipe, a Green Heron, 
and a Downy woodpecker.  Soras were found on 
last year’s visit to Ollie's Pond, but this year there 
were none, due to high water levels, and a lack of 
proper vegetation cover.  Despite our 35 species 
count, it was surprising that we saw no Cormorants 
or Anhingas on our walk.  Overall, it was an        
enjoyable morning walk at Ollie' Pond.       

 
 
 

Be sure to bring 
your check book to 
the banquet/silent 
auction!  This fund 
raiser supports 
PRAS’s Youth   
Environmental 
Fund and  programs 
such as the CHEC 
fourth Grade      
program, boy and 
girl scout  programs 
etc. We have quite  
a few great items 

this year.  Below is a sampling of items that you 
may wish to bid on.  Many thanks to the businesses 
who provided the items and to those  people who 
requested the items on behalf of PRAS.  Thus far 
some of the items we have are entrance passes to 
Busch Gardens, Sea World/Aquatica/Discovery 
Cove, Kennedy Space Center, Worden Farms,   
Babcock Wilderness Ecotour, Central  Florida Zoo, 
Bok Towers, Sarasota Classic Car Museum, Selby 
Gardens, 6 different local golf courses, art from 
Louise Lewis, Ron Mills, Louis Agassiz Fuertes, 
Jim Knoy, Roger Tory Peterson, books to entertain, 
including several field guides, and other various 
items ranging from roller blades to knick knacks.   

 Walkabouts and Field Trips  2011-2012  

 
 
March 15: Banquet: Gardening for Wildlife: Dr. Bill                                    
      Dunson 
April 19: Member’s night slide show 
May 17: Southeastern Florida kestrels: Dr. Karl Miller 
 
Meetings are at 6:30:  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2565 Tamiami Trail,  Port Charlotte. 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 17, 2012 
Field Trip: Babcock-Webb Wildlife Mgmt Area 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 941-625-0979 or  
586-214-0203 
Meet: Babcock-Webb Entrance Station 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 8 a.m. 
Walkabout: Footprints Trail- Babcock Ranch Preserve  
Bermont Road  
Coordinator: Phyllis Cady 941-286-7638 
 
Saturday, April 21, 2012 
Field Trip: Fort DeSoto Park 
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
Meet: North carpool location * 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
Walkabout: Audubon Pennington Park 8 a.m. 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-286-9094 
 
Saturday, May 19, 2012 
Field Trip: Caspersen Beach and Venice Rookery 
Coordinator: Shannon McGinnis 941-258-6363 
Meet: North Carpool location* 7 a.m. 

 
For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  

Carpool locations: 
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland 
Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133 
Peachland Boulevard) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by: Phyllis Cady on the Footprints Trail 

2011-2012  Speaker Schedule December Walkabout Report 
By: Don Youso 

 

Silent auction items for the banquet 



 
The 4th Annual Hands Across the Harbor Event held 
January 28, 2012 raised over $6,100 for the Charlotte 
Harbor Environmental Center (CHEC).  Proceeds 
will be used to provide youth environmental         
education for the Charlotte Harbor area.  Over 300 
participants either ran, biked, or walked  across the 
Peace River 41 Bridge.  Over 30 volunteers, many of 
them PRAS and/or CHEC volunteers, helped to run  
this event.  The event was originally the idea of both 
the Punta Gorda and Charlotte Harbor Community 
Redevelopment Agencies, and this year had many 
sponsors, headed by title sponsor Waste              
Management.  Below is the complete list of        
sponsors, which the organizers would encourage you 
to patronize: 
 
Title Sponsor: Waste Management of Charlotte 
County.  
Harbor Sponsors:: Kimley-Horn & Associates, 
Inc., Fawcett Memorial Hospital, Mosaic, Marketing 
Arm International, Tampa Bay Rays, and Sirata 
Beach Resort & Conference Center.  
Community Sponsors:The Ecology Group, Farr 
Law Firm, Festa Italia, Michael's Hibiscus Band, 
Acme Bicycle Shop, Harborwalk Scoops & Bites, 
Everything Punta Gorda, City of Punta Gorda,    
Charlotte County, Charlotte County Stone Crabs 
Baseball, Sweetbay Supermarkets, The Parrot, 
Englewood Review, Charlotte County Sheriff's     
Office, The Other West Coast Motion Media       
Production LLC.  
Friend Sponsor:Peace River Audubon Society, 
McCrory Law Firm, Coastal Wildlife Club Inc, GNO 
International    
 

Many thanks to the sponsors for donating to this 
event, the volunteers for their help running it, and the 
organizing committee for putting on such a           
successful event. 
 
Next year’s event, to be held January 26, 2013, will 
also be for the benefit of CHEC, and will again have 
Waste Management as a major sponsor. 

Hands Across the Harbor 
By: Larry Linn 

 
 
 
 
 
Colin Wood, the Boy Scout who has been             
coordinating the Audubon Pennington Park work for 
his Eagle Scout project, is almost finished.  As of 
March 3, 2012, the plant identification signs are all 
installed, the front fence is replaced, and the posts for 
the bench to replace the one destroyed by Hurricane 
Charley are in.  All that is left is the bench            
installation and then a publicity photo session.  Gil 
MacAdam was instrumental in identifying the plants 
and trees we choose to mark.  He also supplied the 
scientific name for all the plants, which will    appear 
in our Audubon Pennington Park brochure the next 
time we do a printing.    

Colin instructing his crew 

Boy Scout Eagle Project at Pennington Park  
By: Larry Linn 

Colin and Larry Linn 



 
 
 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

The second Saturday in May (May 12) is the North 
American Migration Count.  This count was started 
in 1992 with the goal of obtaining a snapshot of    
migration over the continent.  While migration will 
have largely passed us here in Florida, it is right on 
in certain areas and a bit early in the northern 
reaches. It is run in a similar fashion of the Christmas 
Bird Count however the boundary is the county 
rather than a 15 mile diameter circle and it is one day 
rather than over several weeks.  Please let me know 
if you would like to participate and where you would 
like to count (cathyolson@comcast.net) so I may 
send you the rules and ensure we are counting differ-
ent areas.  Several groups have participated over the 
last several years and I hope to keep building.   

Bird of the Month:   
Long-billed Dowitchers (Limnodromus griseus) 

By: Cathy Olson 

Photo by: Bill Marr  at Myakka State Park 
(Can you find the one bird that is not a dowitcher)? 

 
The long-billed dowitcher is a large shorebird that is 
with us during the winter.  This shorebird is really 
difficult to tell apart from the closely related short-
billed dowitcher (especially in winter plumage).  The 
rule of thumb for wintering dowitchers is the long-
billed dowitcher is usually found in inland fresh   
water wetlands while the short-billed dowitcher is 
usually found more coastal in saltwater wetlands.  
This however is NOT foolproof! 

 
The Center for Birds of Prey 
continues to track sightings of 
swallow-tailed kites.  They are 
easy to report and the data are 
used to learn more about these 
migratory raptors.  All you need 
to do is log onto the website and 
enter in the following             
information:  date you saw the 
kite, how many, where, when 
and what it was doing.  It only 
takes a few minutes and the data 
help show what the birds are doing over time. 
 
www.thecenterforbirdsofprey.org/swallowtail-kite.php 

North American Migration Count 
By: Cathy Olson 

Swallow-tailed kite sightings 
By: Cathy Olson 


