
You are invited to join Peace River Audubon Society on its first field trip of 

the 2014 - 2015 Season. This field trip will be held on Saturday, October 

18, 2014 and will take place at Emerson Point Preserve and Felts Audubon 

Preserve, both preserves located in Manatee County.  
Our first stop will be at Emerson Point Preserve, a 365 acre preserve locat-

ed at the tip of Snead Island in western Palmetto. Emerson Point has a spe-

cial location at the mouth of the Manatee River where it meets Lower Tam-

pa Bay. Our walk will take us through a tropical hammock and alongside; a 

series of wetlands. Detailed information on this preserve may be found 

here: https://www.mymanatee.org/home/government/

departments/parks-and-recreation/natural-resources/preserves/

emerson-point.html 

   

Felts Audubon Preserve  
Following our walk through Emerson Point Preserve, participants will have 

the option of visiting Felts Audubon Preserve, a 27-acre nature preserve 

donated by Otis & Anita Felts to the Manatee County Audubon Society in 

2002. Felts Preserve is used by a variety of wildlife species including numer-

ous migratory birds. As of December 2011, birders had documented 158 

avian species and 33 butterfly species. Hikers can view some of these birds 

from an enclosed blind that overlooks a feeding station. Information on 

Felts Audubon Preserve may be found here: http://

www.manateeaudubon.org/brochures/felts_brochure2012.pdf 

Participants on this field trip will meet at 7 AM at the North Field Trip Car-

pool Location located at the Peachland Mall parking lot behind McDonalds 

near I-75 & Kings Hwy (24133 Peachland Blvd., Port Charlotte). For addi-

tional information, contact Larry Behrens 941-204-1708. 

2014-15 : Let the Season’s Walks Begin: Emerson Point & Felts 

Audubon Preserve — October 18 

Upcoming Walkabout—Pennington, Nov. 4 

Please join us for a walkabout at 8-acre Audubon Pennington Nature Park on Tuesday, No-

vember 4. This peninsula-shaped parcel of land is a jewel of nature supporting oak hammock, 

pine flatwoods, and cypress swamp, the park surrounded on two sides by canals . The differ-

ent seasons provide an ever-changing landscape of wildflowers, stately oaks, red maples, bald 

cypress, buttonbush, a variety of vines, fungi, butterflies, ferns, mosses, water inhabitants, 

such as turtles, and, of course, song birds and water birds. Participants on this walk will also 

see the excellent work carried out by air potato beetles which are helping to eliminate the 

invasive air potato vines that have been smothering native plant species in an increasingly 

large area of the park.    
Pennington Park is located at 1153 Alton Road, Port Charlotte, FL and is located between 

Peachland Blvd. and Midway Blvd. We will meet in the parking lot at 8 AM.  

 

For additional information, please contact Larry Behrens at 941-204-1708. 

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org/hot_spots/pennington.htm 
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President’s Notes 

Climate change 

threatens the 

birds we see 

every day. I 

pledge to help 

build a brighter 

future for the 

314 birds at 

risk . 
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Welcome.  

 
We started the season with an 

inspiring speaker on Septem-

ber 18. Charlie Ewell's presen-

tation on shorebird identifica-

tion was comprehensive and 

informative.  The new meeting 

facility for Peace River Audu-

bon at the Unitarian Universal-

ist Fellowship Church at 1532 

Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port 

Charlotte was wonderful. 

Thanks to the Unitarian 

Church once again.  Also 

thanks to Nancy Turner, Penni 

Lowery, Shannon McGinnis 

and the others who made sure 

that attending the meeting was 

pleasurable and friendly.  

 
Information on our first walka-

bout and hike is elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  We are still in 

the wet time of year, so be 

sure to be prepared for in-

sects, a warm sun, and possibly 

wet trails. We hope to see you 

out there with us, on the trail.   

 
You may have seen or heard 

about the recent announce-

ment from National Audubon 

on climate change and how it 

will affect where birds live.  It 

was a landmark study that was 

rather conservative in nature. 

In other words, it most likely 

underestimated the effects of 

climate change on birds. The 

bottom line is that in the 

northern hemisphere, many 

birds will be shifting nesting 

and/or wintering areas to the 

north. For some species, that 

is not too much of a problem, 

but for many other birds, it 

most certainly is a problem.  

For more information, please 

go to  http://

climate.audubon.org/.  Also, if 

you wish to support the 

USEPA in its efforts to support 

limits harmful carbon pollution 

sources which affect climate 

change, please write a letter of 

support to: 

 

Administrator Gina McCarthy 

USEPA 

C/O National Audubon Society 

1200 18th Street NW STE 500 

Washington, DC 20036 

 
Look up Peace River Audubon 

Society on Facebook.  
Our URL is 

www.peaceriveraudubon.org. 

    

Thanks 

Jim Knoy, President 

Please join the Peace River 

Audubon Society on October 

16, 2014 to hear Tom Zinne-

man talk about bird photog-

raphy in Florida. 
Tom has been photographing 

birds in Florida for the past 15 
years.  He has accumulated a 

collection of over 50,000 

images of Florida fauna and 

flora, most of which have 

been birds.  His images have 

won many awards including 

the 2012 PSA Nature Image 

of the Year.  

Tom will describe some of 

the equipment and techniques 

he uses for capturing bird 

images.  He will also show a 

few of his better images and 

discuss some of the better 

places in Florida for photo-

graphing birds. 

The Peace River Audubon 

Society meets at the Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship 

Church at 1532 Forrest Nel-

son Blvd., Port Charlotte.  

Doors open at 6:30.  If you 

have any ques-

tions, please con-

tact Jim Knoy at 

303 868 8337. 

October Monthly Meeting: Tom Zinneman 

Reminders 

October Walkabout:  Charlotte Flatwoods, 
Oct 7, 8:00 am 

 

October Photography Group: Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Oct. 8, 
5:50 am at Bermont Winn Dixie 
 

Tom Zinnemann 

Tom Zinnemann 

http://climate.audubon.org/
http://climate.audubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org.
http://www.zinnysworld.com/index.html
http://www.zinnysworld.com/index.html
mailto:jimknoy@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/NaturalResources/EnvironmentalLands/EnvironmentalParks/CharlotteFlatwoods/
http://www.pbcgov.com/waterutilities/wakodahatchee/
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How do beginning birders go about learn-

ing to identify the birds they see?  Just 

opening a field guide can be overwhelm-

ing, especially the ones that contain 700 

or more different species.  Attending field 

trips and walkabouts can help you get 

started.  The Cornell Laboratory of Orni-

thology's website All About Birds is an 

amazing resource for the beginning birder 
as well as for those with birding experi-

ence.  It provides many hints and tech-

niques for improving birding skills that go 

before and beyond opening the all-

important  field guide.  A feature called 

Building Skills can help you learn to identi-

fy birds much more quickly and efficiently 

than simply opening a field guide, though 

the field guide is the ultimate resource.  

So how do you access Building Skills and 

what does it offer? 

 

First go to the home page at 

http:allaboutbirds.com    The home page 

contains a brown menu bar near the top 

with a tab called “Birding Basics”.  It is a 

great one for beginners or for anyone 

wanting to become a better birder.  Click 

on “Birding Basics” and it will expand to a 

white menu bar that contains 7 different 

topics.  One of the choices is “Building 

Skills”. 
Clicking on “Building Skills” gets a new 

expanded menu bar with a title BIRD ID 

SKILLS on the left,  followed by 7 topics.  

THIS  is THE MENU that will be referred 

to later, so don't lose track of it.   

 

 

 

The page itself, Building Skills, starts with 

an introduction and among other things, 

introduces you to four “keys” to observe 

when you see a bird before you even 

open your field guide.  Doing so will nar-

row your search for an ID considerably.  

The 4 keys are: Size and Shape, Color 

Pattern, Behavior, Habitat. There is a 

tutorial for each of these which can be 

accessed from THE MENU described 

above, or by clicking on the “next” button 

at the bottom of the page.   Each tutorial 

contains lots of illustrations – slide shows 

and even a short video where appropri-

ate.  

 

The Birding Basics/Building Skills menu 

(THE MENU)  highlighted above contains 

more identification aids besides the 4 

keys.  Click on “Inside Birding Videos” 
and you will get  to the  “inside birding” 

You-Tube series currently featuring  4 

“episodes”, one for each of the 4 keys 

explored in the tutorials.   You can watch  

videos on Size & Shape, Color Pattern, 

Behavior and Habitat.  Videos are about 

10 minutes long.  You can access each 

video two ways (have you noticed how 

there always seems to be more than one 

way to do something on the internet?)  

You can click the “watch now” triangle on 

the moving banner that changes to feature 

each of the 4 episodes, or you can click 

on the “episodes” further down on the 

page.  You might be interested in learning 

more about the series or the hosts while 

you're there (by clicking on the appropri-

ate underlined words). 

 

Two more areas that are featured on 

THE MENU are “Field Marks” and “Songs 

& Calls”, actually two more keys to bird 

identification.   “Field Marks” contains a 

guide to basic  bird anatomy and gives a 

very helpful guide to the names of some 

of the parts of a bird's head or wings, 

features often mentioned in field guides 

when describing birds.  It is not complete, 

but it introduces the more commonly 

used terms.  I suspect this section will be 

expanded in the future.  The section on 

Songs & Calls explains the importance of 

sound to identification, and gives tips on 

how to go about learning bird vocals, 

complete with short audio tracks that 

illustrate the variety of songs and calls 

that are out there.  There is even a short 

tutorial on how to interpret a 

“spectrogram”, a graph of the sound 

(frequency or pitch, and loudness, over 

time) produced by the bird that is fea-

tured in the occasional  field guide.   

 

“Birding Basics” just gives you a jump start 

in identifying a bird.  It is a leap from here  

to using a field guide efficiently to make a 

precise identification. Of course the sev-

eral different field guides are not orga-

nized  the same way and vary as to which 

additional aids they may contain.  Until 

you are accustomed to your own field 

guide, here is an easy way to make that 
jump using All About Birds and the Bird 

Guide featured in part 1 of this series. 

 

Find  “Bird Guide”  in the brown bar that 

occurs near the top on most pages.  Move 

your cursor over “Bird Guide” and a drop

-down menu appears.  Click on “Browse 

Name/Shape”.  You are about to use 

knowledge of Size and Shape of an un-

known bird to help you identify it.  When 

you get to the page, you find the topic  

“Browse Bird Profiles”,  then “by similar 

shapes” which is followed by silhouettes 

of 22 common groups of birds.   Clicking 

on the silhouette of the bird closest to 

the one you're trying to identify will take 

you to the most likely candidates.  Of 

course, this page only shows one breeding 

plumage male, and that may not be what 

you saw.  At least you have names, and 

can now go to the individual birds' pages 

to find what you're looking for.  You have 

narrowed the field from close to 600 

choices to a more manageable few.  If you 

think you have an ID, you should go to 

the individual page anyway to be sure.  

You might find out, for example, that the 

flycatcher you were sure was a match is 

only found in western North America.   

On the individual pages you can check 

range maps, various plumages, habitats 

and more.  The more things check out, 

the surer you become with your identifi-

cation. 

 

Identifying birds is not simple.  If it were 

too easy, a number of birders I know 

wouldn't be so hooked. 

Featured Website: Birding on the Internet  part 2 
All About Birds – Building Skills 
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This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your or-

ganization. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, 

founding date, and a brief history. You could also include a brief list of 

the types of products, services, or programs your organization offers, 

the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or European 

markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want 

more information about the organization. 

MARK THE DATES 

ard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other 

forms of communication that 

you’ve created for your organi-

zation. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 
such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual chari-

ty auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

good place to insert a clip art 

image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear 

on the back. So, it’s a good idea 

to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly cap-

ture the attention of readers. 
You can either compile ques-

tions that you’ve received since 

the last edition or you can 

summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked 

about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stand-

Back Page Story Headline 

 

Organization 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 
8:00am Charlotte 

Flatwoods  

Walkabout 

8 
5:50 am Photo 

Group to  

Wakodahatchee 

9 

10:00 DeSoto 

Nature Talk 
5:30 Board meet-

ing 

10 11 

12 13 14 8:30 Sierra 

Deep Creek  

Preserve Hike 

15 9:00  

Sierra Shell 

Creek Paddle 

16 

6:30 Member 

meeting 

17FL Audubon 

Assembly (17-18) 

18 

7:00 am Emerson 

Point & Felts Audu-

bon Preserve Field 

Trip 

19 20  

8:30 DeSoto Na-

ture Walk—

Morgan Park 

21 22 23 8:30 Sierra 

Prairie Creek Pad-

dle 

24 25 

26 27 28  8:30 Sierra 

Charlotte Flat-

woods Preserve 

Hike 

29 30 31  
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By Eleanor Marr 

 
Who isn't thrilled by the haunting, melodic song of the Eastern Meadowlark?  A year-round resident of 

our area, meadowlarks can be heard singing throughout much of the year.  They also have a loud dry 

buzzy rattle.   We hear them early in the morning, but they can call any time of day. They are found on 

the ground in meadowlands and pastures feeding on insects, but often sing from perches on fence 

posts and wires.  It is not at all unusual in our area to be driving along a country road and see one out 

in the open, singing for all it's worth.  It's striking bold yellow chin and belly with the black v-shaped 

necklace make it easy to recognize when you see it on a perch and from the front.  When on the 

ground, or seen from behind, the streaky brown back enables the bird  to camouflage itself quite nicely.   

When it flies, the white outer tail feathers are a good clue to its identification. 

 
A relative of blackbirds, the meadowlark is a rather awkward-looking bird, with a chunky body, short 

neck and relatively short tail.  Besides on the belly, breast and chin, the birds have yellow lores (area 

between the eye and bill).  The crown is  streaked with bold brown stripes,  and there is one behind 

the eye on the white face.  While there are many field marks to observe, finding the bright yellow un-

derparts with the bold black V is all you need to make a sure identification.  That is, unless you hap-

pen to be in the Midwest where its range overlaps that of the very similar Western Meadowlark.  On 

the eastern bird, the yellow on its chin does not extend onto the cheek,  but on the western bird, it 

does.  This is a very subtle difference and is not easy to see in the field.  The best  way to tell the two 

apart is by song.  Both have beautiful songs but quite different ones. 

 
Males, females, and juvenile birds look very much alike, and remain pretty much the same year-round.  

Plumage differences are there, but they are very subtle.  The yellow underparts with the V necklace 

are there to observe year-round. 

 
Most nature photographers in our area  have taken excellent shots of singing Eastern Meadowlarks.  

The entrance road to Prairie Creek Preserve off Rt. 17 north of Washington Loop Road takes you 

through a few miles of pastureland with many fence posts, and is a great place to find a cooperative 

meadowlark perched close to the road.  Babcock Webb WMA is also a good place to look for the 

birds, but it is short on fence posts.      

Bird of the Month: Eastern Meadowlark     Sternella magna 
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Standing Committees Keep PRAS Working 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
Archivist  -  Jim Comfort  
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Christmas Bird Count  - Tony Licata 
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Tom Zinnemann 

Tom Zinneman 

Bill Marr 



Where Have our Members Been?  Photos from Facebook 
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Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________            
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Larry Behrens 

tel:303%20868%208337
tel:%28941%29%20235-1298
tel:%28937%29%20603-3128

