
Peace River Audubon Society 

White Bird 
     December, 2013  
     Volume 37, Issue 4 
     Linda Waters Editor       
     Dan Artman, Dispatcher    

 

       2013-14  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS:                  
              
President              Jim Knoy          303 868 8337  
Vice President     Stu Lewis                 603.742.2874 
Treasurer             Jim Comfort              941.505.0206 
Secretary             Linda Waters            941.350.1337 
    

Additional            Eleanor Marr            941.624.4182 
Directors:             Mike Krzyzkowski     863.244.2652  
                              Bob Winter                941.828.2627 
              Mary Ann Sakamoto 941.629.5276 
              Nancy Turner           941.627.9107 
              George Ruby            941.423.0174  

               

www.PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

    Christmas Meeting 

 

It is the holiday season and time to share a meal with friends.   Bring a favorite dish to share, whether it be that 

item  your family has enjoyed for years or a much loved treat from the local deli.  Remember to bring plenty for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 

As you pack your basket, include your own table setting.  Allow everybody to enjoy your own flair with your par-

ticular choices of plates, napkins, utensils, etc.  

 

Photos from our members will be judged and auctioned to raise money for our Youth Environmental Education 

Fund.  Doors open at 5:00 pm for the photo contest registration. We will begin eating around 6:00 pm. Please call 

Jim Knoy at 303. 868. 8337 if you have any questions . 

 

See you at 5:30 on  Thursday, December 19 at First Alliance Church,  20444 Midway Blvd., Port Charlotte. 

 

December 19 

5:30 pm 

tel:303%20868%208337


President’s Message 
 
What a wonderful time we have been 

having.  You will be getting reports 
from others in this newsletter about 

some of what we have been up to, but 

I would like to share my thoughts.   
 

We have had some wonderful outings this November 
thanks to Board member Bob Winter. First we went on 

a walkabout at Amberjack Environmental Preserve and 

Wildflower Preserve.  The hike was led by Dr. Bill Dun-
son.  We saw quite a few birds and learned a lot about 

the relationships between vegetation types, hydric cat-
egories and expected bird types.  Next we went on a 

field trip to the Circle B Bar Reserve near Lakeland. Fl. 
We were met by the local Audubon Chapter President, 

Reinier Munguia.  Reinier and his family led us on a 

wonderful walk around the Reserve. We saw many 
birds thanks to Reinier's expert birding abilities.  

 
Jerry Waters did, as expected, an engaging discussion 

of burrowing owls in Florida to a record crowd.  Lots of 

attendees took notes as Jerry presented a lot of us 
with fresh knowledge about the life cycles of these 

beautiful owls.  Jerry's photographs were probably the 
best collection of owl images I have ever seen.  We 

look forward to Jerry doing more presentations in the 

future. 
 

Thanks to those of you who have donated so gener-
ously toward the purchase of our new projector. It 

worked great at our last meeting. We would like $300 
more in donations this month to help keep our operat-

ing funds solvent. 

 
Peace River Audubon Society was present and account-

ed for at Nature Fest on November 23rd. Many of you 
came by our table and said hi. Thanks for that. Former 

Board member Starr Zachritz did 

an outstanding job of scheduling 
volunteers to staff the table. She 

also donated prizes for a draw-
ing for people who joined PRAS 

at the festival. She collected at 
least $100 in that endeavor. 

Thanks Starr!!  Also thanks to 

Board Members Larry Behrens and Nancy Turner as 
well as to former Board members Phyllis Cady, Patti 

Linn and Larry Linn for working at our table.  I also 
want to thank Penni Lowery, who wanted to work the 

table with us that day, but took a spill on her bike and 

had to miss the event.  Also a thanks to Board Member 
George Ruby who staffed the volunteer booth.  A spe-

cial thanks to Patti Linn for doing her magic once 
again. She did her "pine cone/peanut butter/bird seed" 

make a bird feeder activity that attracted dozens of 

kids, old and young, to our tables.  Larry and Patti Linn, 

for those of you who may not already know, are some 
of those people that make PRAS the great organization 

that it is today. Their donation of  time and other re-
sources not only keeps PRAS going but also helps to 

make PRAS better. Thanks to everyone who helped out 

at Nature Fest. 
 

As always, please look at www.peaceriveraudubon.org 

for more information on all PRAS activities.   
 

Thanks 
Jim Knoy 

Upcoming Opportunities 

Christmas Bird Count 2013: Dec. 14 
By Tony Licata 

Peace River Audubon’s 2013 Christmas Bird Count will 

be on Saturday December 14th and encompasses a fif-
teen mile diameter circle, the center point being approx-

imately downtown Punta Gorda. The circle is divided 

into about 12 areas, the furthest south areas being 
Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center (CHEC) and Cec-

il B Webb preserve. There 
are three water areas: the 

southern part of Charlotte 
Harbor including the area 

around Alligator Creek; the 

northern part of the Harbor; 
and the Peace River from 

the US 41 bridge. Each area 
is headed up by an individu-

al who determines where 

the group goes in their par-
ticular area, where and 

when they meet. In some cases they break up into 
smaller groups covering particular areas, such as a golf 

course. Most groups start about 7 am and go until 
about noon. Some go out again later in the afternoon to 

count birds coming in for the evening. 

Beginning on Christmas Day 1900, ornithologist Frank 

Chapman, an early officer in the budding Audubon Soci-
ety, proposed a "Christmas Bird Census" that would 

count birds in the holidays rather than hunt them. The 

data collected over the past century allow researchers, 
conservation biologists, and other interested individuals 

to study the long-term health and status of bird popula-

tions. It provides a picture of how the bird popula-

tions have changed in time and space. It informs 

strategies to protect birds and their habitat and 

helps identify environmental issues.  

 

For more information contact Tony Licata, 1500 San 
Marino Ct Punta Gorda 33950, 941-505-9775, 

email alicata@dcwis.com.  Come on out and help us.  

www:peaceriveraudubon.org
tel:941-505-9775
mailto:alicata@dcwis.com


 



December PRAS  
General Meeting Information 

 

 

REMINDER:  Photo Contest 

 

Photographers:  Have you selected your photos for our 
December contest?  If not, it's time to act!  The con-

test is a main feature of our December Potluck meet-
ing and a fund-raiser for the Youth Environmental Edu-

cation Fund. 

 
Here are the official rules:  

 

 Entry fee: $5 for one print or $10 for 3 

prints.  Unlimited entries. 

 8x10 color prints or black and white prints.  

Matting unnecessary. 

 Subject of your choice 

 Photo enhancements are allowed 

 No signatures or identification on the front 

of the print, but sign (gently) on the back. 

Each picture will be given an identification 
number from a master list.  You should also 

“name” each picture for your records. 

 The pictures will be displayed on black 

foamboard (provided) for judging 

 Attendees of the December PRAS meeting 

will be the judges 

 Winners will be announced at our annual 

spring banquet 

 Keep a digital copy of each of your entries so 

that we can display the winners on screen at 

the banquet. 
 

Bring in your photos and fees half an hour before 
the potluck begins so that we can set them up be-

fore the crowd comes in to view them, and you can 

get in line for the potluck along with everyone else 
 

Please join PRAS for a fun and enjoyable evening. 

 

 
Photography Group Outings 

Leader: Jerry Waters 
 

At Venice Rookery 
December 4, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

At Ollie’s Pond 
January 1, 2014 

 

Meet in the old Publix parking lot just behind McDon-

ald's on Peachland (near King's Highway and I-75) 
at 6:45, and then go to the Venice Rookery.  I was 

there several days ago, and there is already a lot of 
activity.  We will go back to the Rookery again in ei-

ther February or March for those who cannot go this 

trip.   

Wednesday, January 1, 2014:  PRAS already has a 

birding trip scheduled to Ollie's Pond on that day 
at 8:00.  I suggest we go there, but then just go at 

our own pace for photography.  We can just meet at 
Ollie's Pond. 

http://veniceaudubon.org/rookery
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/ParkPages/ollies.asp


New Year’s Day Walkabout 
At Ollie’s Pond 

January 1, 2014 
8:00 am 

 
With Stu and Louise Lewis 

 

Come celebrate the New Year at one of the 
best birding sites in Port Charlotte. This is a 
very pleasant walk around Ollie’s Pond, al-

ways seeing a good amount of species.  Re-
cent sightings include a sora, sharp-shinned 
hawk, pileated woodpecker, hooded mer-
gansers, northern shoveler, ring-necked 
ducks, blue-winged teals, yellow- throated 
warblers, along with some of the more com-

mon song birds and water birds. 
 
For more information or directions, call (603) 
742-2874. 
 
 

SAVE  THE  DATE. . . 
 

  THURSDAY,  MARCH 20, 2014 
 

FOR THE 37TH ANNUAL 
 

  PRAS BANQUET AND SILENT AUCTION 
 

         PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US FOR AN EXCITING 

EVENING AT THE PRAS ANNUAL  BANQUET  AND  

SILENT AUCTION.  
 

 

The Guest Speaker will be Dr. Jerome “Jerry” Jackson 

and his topic is  “FLORIDA BIRDS…FROM THE ARTIC TO 
THE AMAZON.” 

 
For the past 16 years, Dr. Jackson has taught Tropical 

Ecology in the Peruvian Amazon and Arctic Ecology in 

the Canadian 

Arctic to stu-

dents in Middle 

School and High 

School.  His 

presentation will 

focus on how 

Florida birds are 

intimately linked 

to these exotic 

places.  He will 

share some of 

his experiences, 

talk about birds 

we share and 

impacts of tropi-

cal deforesta-

tion, habitat 

destruction and 

global climate 

change. 

Bill Marr 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/CommunityServices/ParkPages/ollies.asp
http://www.fgcu.edu/CRM/Files/pinnacle_0809-1_fall.pdf


Reporting on Previous Activities 
 

Walkabout at Amberjack and Wildflower 
Preserve 

November 5, 2013 
 

By Bob Winter 

   
Several PRAS members, wildflower volunteers and others 
joined Dr. Bill Dunson for the November 5th walkabout at 

Amberjack and Lemon Bay Conservancy’s Wildflower Pre-

serve. Although we did not see the great numbers and 
variety of birds at Amberjack’s Lemon Lake when the 

Sheep head Minnows are spawning, the group was treat-
ed to some notables like a Northern Harrier and Pileated 

Woodpecker. 
While Dr. Dunson was 

explaining the acquisition 

and volunteer work at 
Wildflower we were 

treated to a fly over of 
this unidentified Hawk. 

. 

There is always something to learn while accompanying 
Bill Dunson on a Wildflower 

Preserve field trip. This col-
orful bug found by Starr, is 

a Cotton Strainer; its bright 

red color advertises to birds 
that it is toxic and not good 

to eat. 
 

Wildflower Preserve’s management plan is to keep some 

useful exotic plants such as this Guinea grass shown in 

Bill’s hand. The seeds of 
this grass are an excellent 

food source for Painted 
and Indigo Buntings. 

Wildflower Preserve is an 

abandoned golf course 

that was purchased with 

private contributions by 

Lemon Bay Conservancy, 

three years ago.  Through the efforts of dedicated volun-

teers, is being transformed into a first class nature pre-

serve. This work includes making trails, informative signs 

and videos, and the development of various habitat areas 

such as a birders’ woodland, gopher tortoise meadow and 

butterfly garden. Please visit the LBC website 

@www.lemonbayconservancy.org to learn more and con-

sider joining LBC or contributing to help this important 

environmental work for the greater Charlotte Area Com-

munity. 

Photography Group Outing 
At Bunche Beach 

November18, 2013 
Leader: Jerry Waters 

 
The photography 
group gathered 

for an outing to 
Bunche Beach on 

Monday, Novem-

ber 18.   
 

San Carlos Bay/
Bunche Beach 

Preserve is one of 
the great mud flat 

birding beaches of 

the area.  With a 
little patience and  

some luck, many 
different wading 

birds were spotted 

and photographed 
easily.  The combi-

nation of mud flat, 
sandy beach, salt 

flats and mangrove forests provides home and habitat for 
a wide variety of wildlife. 

 

The group enjoyed the opportunity to talk equipment and 
techniques and share tips as 

they photographed some 
very accommodating birds 

including an osprey more 

interested in his fish than 
those strange people watch-

ing him, reddish egrets en-
tertaining us with their antics 

and a shore bird who was 

excellent at crab assassina-
tions. 

 
 

 

Bob Marx 

B
o

b
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x
 

http://www.lemonbayconservancy.org/
http://www.leeparks.org/facility-info/facility-details.cfm?Project_Num=0025
http://www.leeparks.org/facility-info/facility-details.cfm?Project_Num=0025
http://www.leeparks.org/facility-info/facility-details.cfm?Project_Num=0025


Circle B Bar Reserve Field Trip 
November 16, 2013 

 

By Bob Winter 

 

Pictures, words and videos can only begin to convey the 
experience that 20 PRAS members and guests enjoyed on 

Saturday, November 16th at Circle B Bar Reserve.  This 
experience was enhanced by our guide, Reinier Munguia, 

President of the Lake Region Audubon Society.   Along 

with his wife and daughter, a university biology student, 
they graciously hosted our tour of this unique preserve 

and birding spot. 
 

This preserve began in 2000, when the Polk County Envi-
ronmental Lands Program and SWFMD together bought 

the former Circle B Bar Ranch to protect the floodplain of 

Lake Hancock and to restore the Banana Creek marsh 
system. The property is maintained by Polk County and 

open to the public free of charge.  
 

Our day began early with overcast skies and light rains.  

At the preserve, we were led through many different eco-
logical systems, including oak hammock, lake edge, hard-

wood swamp and freshwater marsh for the next three 
hours.   

 
Along that easy hike, Renier guided us to many interest-

ing sightings, including eagles who have active nests and 

a Snail Kite that has taken up residence in the preserve.  
Also seen were Black Bellied Whistling Ducks, Blue -

winged Teal, many different herons , egrets and Roseate 

Spoonbills. Another special bird was the Limpkins  that we 

saw feasting on the invasive African Apple Snails.  

 
In all we saw over 40 species, and were advised that later 

in the year the count numbers will be higher with the arri-

val of more snowbirds.  Reiner pointed out another inter-
esting discovery, seeing and hearing the distress call of a 

White -eyed Vireo that possibly was being observed by 
the Bobcat that had just crossed the trail in front of us. 

 
After a picnic lunch we toured the Polk County Nature 

Discovery Center on the grounds, which was fun for all, 

and especially designed for hands on learning experienc-

es.   
 
We all agreed that this trip was one that bears repeating! 
Information on the Circle B Bar Reserve can be found in 

the following links: 
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl .us/recreation/areas/
circlebbarreserve.html 

www.youtube.com/user/robertwinterwildlife/home 

 
Sylvia Phillips  
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Chuck Froman 

Bob Winter 

Penni Lowry 

http://www.polk-county.net/newsdetail.aspx?id=9698
http://www.polk-county.net/newsdetail.aspx?id=9698
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/circlebbarreserve.html
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/circlebbarreserve.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/robertwinterwildlife/home


PRAS – New on Facebook! 
By Phyllis Cady 

 

Join us on our brand new Facebook site.  It is a 

place where you can communicate with your local 
Audubon friends.  There will be announcements 

about meetings and trips 

that you might like to at-
tend….from several local 

groups as well as our PRAS 
group.  You can post your 

favorite bird photos or pictures of your favorite bird-

ing hot spots.  You can just enjoy the bird photos 
posted by your Audubon friends.  If you are not 

already on Facebook you can sign up with your 
name, email address, a password, and your birth 

date.  When you’re on, just type in, “Peace River 
Audubon Society” and you will be taken to our 

page.   Why not monitor the site for a few weeks 

and if you like what you see, then press “like” and 
become our friend.  Then our posts will automati-

cally arrive on your home page.  We hope this new 

site will enrich your Audubon experience.  See you 
on Facebook! 

 

BIRD OF THE MONTH -  
Ring-necked Duck  

By Eleanor Marr 

 
One of the ducks that migrates to Florida for the 

winter is the Ring-necked Duck.  Like other migrato-

ry ducks, they begin appearing in our area in the 

fall but reach their peak numbers in November and 

December, with most of them gone by early April.  

This duck is a perfect example of a name that puz-

zles beginning birders.  You can easily see a white 

ring on the bill, but unless you study a skin of a 

breeding bird in a museum you will probably never see 

the ring on the neck, not even in a field guide. The 

name was probably given by a scientist looking for a 

unique feature on a specimen in a museum.   I fre-

quently call them Ring-BILLED Ducks by mistake! 

 

That ring together with the pointed white line where 

the bill borders the face is one of the ways one can dis-

tinguish this duck from the similar Lesser Scaup which 
is seen in large numbers on the Peace River in winter.  

Also, while both species have dark heads, chests and 
backs, the Ring-necked Duck shows gray flanks when 

on the water with a white vertical “spur” where the 

leading edge of the flanks meets the blackish chest, 
whereas the Lesser Scaup has bright white flanks.  Fe-

males of both species are mainly brown with a light 
“ring” on the face around the bill and are hard to tell 

apart.  The female Ring-necked Duck has a small ring 
on its bill and a bold eye ring which helps you distin-

guish it from the female scaup if you are close enough. 

 
Look for Ring-necked Ducks on both freshwater and 

brakish ponds in our area as well on the rivers.  You 
can find them most years on Ollie's Pond.  Another de-

pendable site is on the “dead lake” near the entrance to 

Ponce de Leon Park in Punta Gorda  where you can get 
great experience identifying them when they are mixed 

in with a larger flock of Lesser Scaup.  

Bill Marr 

Bill Marr 

https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon


 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      
 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

The Peace River Audubon Society 
PO Box 510760 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951-0760 

December2013 
White Bird 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

C & R Graphics  (folding donated) 

 

Keep Informed 
By Phyllis Cady 

Does Peace River Audubon have your current email address?  We sent out our September 

Whitebird via the U.S. Mail but all further communication will be online in our monthly news-

letter.  If we have your current email address we can alert you when the Whitebird is availa-
ble to read online.  You can sign up for this service at www.peaceriveraudubon.org  or send 

us your email address and we can sign you up.  The monthly Whitebird will contain all you 
need to know as an active PRAS member.  Please don’t miss any of our activities because 

you forgot to read the Whitebird! 

Phyllis Cady – Membership Chair – ps_cady@yahoo.com 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our 
Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 
100% of the funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter 
programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-
040701.  

 
Welcome to all who attended the  

November General Meeting 

 
We had a great attendance with many first timers. 

Thank you for joining us!  We look forward to birding 
with you.   

 
Welcome to our new PRAS members: 

Jean Galvin   JoAnn Bolitho   
Robert Purdy    Linda O'Neill   

Jamie Pipfer   Kate Preston 

Thank you Patti and Larry Linn 
 

Symphony of Trees centerpiece created and donated by 

the Linns to represent PRAS. 

http://www.peaceriveraudubon.org
mailto:ps_cady@yahoo.com

