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Please join the Peace River Audubon Society for a 
kayaking trip on the Peace River on Tuesday, May 
14th, 2013. Rick Fried (a master naturalist) of the  
Sierra Club has been kind enough to offer his        
services as a trip leader as he is most familiar with 
that section of the river. It can be quite confusing 
with all of its eddies and backwaters, and easy to get 
lost (been there, done that!). We’ll visit a waterbird 
rookery on the river, then paddle to the Navigator 
Restaurant for lunch, and then back to the launch site 
via a different route. You’ll need to supply your own 
kayak or canoe, life jacket, and paddle. I Suggest a 
good sun hat, suntan lotion, and wading shoes if river 
is down at low tide. 
 
We’ll meet at the East car pool location – the Winn 
Dixie parking lot on US 17 and Bermont Road in 
Punta Gorda at 8:30am. We’ll then car pool to the 
Liverpool Park and Boat Ramp, 9211 Liverpool 
Road, Arcadia to meet Rick there, and hope to get on 
the river at about 9am. You can meet us there as well 
– it’s located just north of the Walmart Distribution 
Center on US 17 off the entrance to Sunny Breeze 
Golf Course – go west on Liverpool Road to         
Riverside Park. Please contact Mike Krzyzkowski at 
863-494-0196 
(home) or 863-
244-2652 (cell) 
for an accurate 
head count or for 
details. The trip 
is limited to 20 
people, and first 
come, first 
served. 
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May 14 Paddling Trip on the Peace River 
By: Mike Krzyzkowski 

PRAS Elections at the Member’s Meeting 
By: Mike Krzyzkowski 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to present the 
following nominations for the officer positions of the 
Peace River Audubon Society for the 2013-2014  
season. These positions are for a one year time span. 
Nominations from the floor can still be brought up at 
the May 16th general meeting. 
 
     President – Jim Knoy 
     Vice President – Stu Lewis 
     Treasurer - Jim Comfort  
     Secretary – Linda Waters 
 
We also wish to welcome the following new PRAS 
board members for the upcoming two years:         
Eleanor Marr, MaryAnn Sakamoto, Linda Waters, 
and Bob Winters. It should be an exciting year. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Phyllis Cady 
                                       Mike Krzyzkowski 
                                       Stu Lewis 
                                       Starr Zachritz 

May 16: Member’s Meeting 
By: Cathy Olson 

Be sure to join PRAS for our annual member’s   
meeting.  Bring your favorite photos and stories to 
share.  Please limit your slide shows to 5 minutes so 
that everyone has a chance.  The PRAS laptop may 
not have the photo viewer you typically use so please 
use powerpoint or bring your own laptop with your 
software. 
 
Elections of new officers and the Board will also  
occur (see above). 
 
Meetings held at 6:30 pm at First Alliance 
Church on Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 



 President's report 
By: Larry Behrens 

Time marches on, and so do I. This will be my last 
narrative as President of Peace River Audubon. At 
our last meeting of the 2012-2013 season (Thursday, 
May 16), we will elect officers and directors for the 
2013-2014 season. I have seen the list of those who 
have agreed to accept these positions. If elected, 
PRAS is in for another great season of programs and 
activities. At this meeting, members will be welcome 
to add names to the list of nominees that the      
Nominating Committee (Mike Krzyzkowski, Stu 
Lewis, Starr Zachritz, and Phyllis Cady) have put 
together. Also, we hope that our members will step 
forward to assist our Committee Chairs as they     
prepare for the 2013-2014 season.  
 
It has been a terrific year of programs, walkabouts, 
field trips, and participation in several nature-related 
events. Attendance at these events has been superb 
because of the people who presented programs at our 
monthly meetings and annual banquet and those who 
led our always-popular walkabouts and field trips. 
This was the result of exceptional teamwork.  
As Immediate Past President, I will work to make for 
a smooth transition into our 2013-2014 season. I 
thank everyone for the opportunity to serve. 
I leave you with one of my favorite photos; a pair of 
bobcats seen in front of our house on Chamber Street 
in Port Charlotte. 
 

PRAS Donation 
By: Cathy Olson 

 
Starr Zachritz, PRAS member,     
presented a program on birding in 
southwest Florida to approximately 
50 members of the Floridians of PGI.  
In appreciation they donated $100 to 
her for PRAS.  Nicely done, Starr! 

The PRAS birdathon was held April 6 and was a 
great success! Four teams competed:  Archaeopteryx 
(Cathy Olson, Gregg Klowden, and Kevin Edwards), 
The Birders (Tony Licata, Dave Lancaster, Robert 
Overland and Sharon Wilcox ), Mangrove Cuckoos 
(Stu Lewis, Louise Lewis, Joan Froman, and Chuck    
Froman) and Roadrunners (Eleanor Marr, Bill Marr, 
Jim Bonk and Jim Comfort).  Competition was tight 
but in the end the Mangrove cuckoos saw the most 
birds: 109!  Coming in second place was Team     
Archaeopteryx with 107, followed by The Birders 
with 103 and the Roadrunners with 96. We all saw 
some great birds, including some neotropical        
migrants, and had a fast and fun-filled day. We met 
at the end of the day for pizza and desserts and 
swapped stories of missed and best birds.  
 
In addition to being a whole lot of fun, the Birdathon 
raised a total of $1,216! While this amount is down 
from last year, it is still quite a bit of money for 
PRAS’s second largest fund raiser of the year. Team 
Archaeopteryx again raised the most money: $893. 
The Birders came in second and raised $145.  The 
Roadrunners came in third and raised $100. The 
Mangrove Cuckoos raised $78.  Each of the four 
teams has decided where their funds will go. Team 
Archaeopteryx has requested that $500 go to the 
PRAS Scholarship Fund, $300 go to the Charlotte 
Harbor Environmental Center for youth environ-
mental education, and the remaining $93 will go to 
the unrestricted PRAS Youth Environmental  
Education fund. The Birders donated their earnings 
to the Peace River Wildlife Center. The Roadrunners 
and Mangrove Cuckoos have chosen to donate their 
earnings ($100 and $78 respectively) to the DeSoto 
County Environmental Learning Center. 
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Birdathon Results 
By: Cathy Olson 



PRAS Awards $1000 in College Scholarships 
By: Gregg Klowden 

PRAS is proud to be able to award two $500 scholarships to two deserving students: 
 

Chase Schulte is a graduate of Charlotte High School and is currently a junior at the 
University of Florida where he is double majoring in Environmental Science and in 
Sustainability & the Built Environment. He believes that by combining theses degrees he will 
be better able to "solve pressing environmental issues in Florida as well as worldwide." At UF 
he is "active in communicating the need for decision-making that preserves our natural 
resources" including an internship with the UF Office of Sustainability, where he helps to 
"educate students on the need for proper resource stewardship and give them knowledge and 
tools to do so", volunteering for the Student Government agency Gators Going Green, where 
he planned the annual statewide Student Sustainability Summit, and was a recipient of the UF 
University Scholars Program award which will allow him to pursue independent research 

studying types of non-profit housing, how they differ in utility consumption, and ways to improve such development. 
Upon learning of winning the PRAS scholarship Chase wrote "I'm incredibly excited for this award and am very grateful 
for The Peace River Audubon Society's generosity...As I enter graduate studies and eventually transition to a career, I 
will forever uphold the values of the Audubon Society by conserving and protecting wildlife and natural ecosystems."  
 
Jessica Buchy graduated Desoto County High school near the top of her class and as a 
senior at the University of Central Florida majoring in Biology she has remained near the 
top.  She is a first generation college student who describes herself as an "up and coming 
wildlife veterinarian and researcher" and is particularly interested in "researching zoonotic 
diseases and felids in the future." Among her many accomplishments is an internship at the 
Disney's Animal Kingdom Vet Hospital (chosen from over 1300 applicants!). At UCF she 
helped catalog and maintain the mammal collection, assisted on disease research in hatchling 
logger head sea turtles, and volunteered in the Marine and Wildlife Conservation club and 
the Pre-Veterinary Society. She has also volunteered in Orlando for an animal hospital and 
for a wildlife rehabilitation center, in India at the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, where she 
learned about reptile conservation and assisted in King Cobra radio telemetry research, in Guyana, where she learned 
about local flora and fauna, how the Amerindians use plants medicinally, and about their ecotourism programs, and next 
January will be assisting in research on Jaguars in Central and South America. She is also an accomplished athlete, 
having played on 5 different teams, an artist, having donated her art for club t-shirts, biology lab manuals, and non-profit 
fundraising events, and has volunteered playing flute at the nursing home in Arcadia for which received the Chamber of 
Commerce Award for Community Service in DeSoto County in 2005.  
 
Please join me in celebrating the many accomplishments of these bright, talented, and motivated students and applauding 
the Peace River Audubon Society's effort to promote the next generation of ecological and conservation leaders. 

 

History and Future for PRAS Scholarships 
The purpose of the PRAS Scholarship for Environmental 
Education is to encourage students from Charlotte and Desoto 
Counties to pursue a degree in environmental studies. It was 
established in 2008, thanks to a generous donation from 
LaDonna Kennedy who upon her passing donated $5,000 and, 
thanks to the generosity of several members, it has grown to 
$12,000. While this is a great start, we are only about 1/4 of 
the way to our goal of $50,000. It has been our hope that the 
fund would grow to a large enough amount which would allow 
us to use the interest generated to provide at least one yearly 
scholarship. However, it is not yet possible to offer 
scholarships at a yearly interval without draining the funds and 
preventing the award of future scholarships. With your 
generosity we hope that we can reach our goal and make a 
longstanding commitment to our community and future. 

Please help PRAS reach its goal 
PRAS believes that recognition for 
excellence is vital to fostering a new 
generation of environmental stewards. 
Please consider donating now and, like 
Ms. Kennedy, leaving a legacy by 
amending your will to include the PRAS 
Scholarship fund. Your gift will be 
enjoyed in our community by generations 
to come. For more information contact 
Gregg Klowden at 941-613-6753 or 
scholarship1@PeaceRiverAudubon.org 
To donate please complete the form at the 
end of this newsletter and mail to PRAS 
Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 510760, 
Punta Gorda, Florida 33951-0760.  



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal and Donation Form 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

Bird of the Month:  Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina)   
By: Cathy Olson     

 

 

Photo by:  
Stan Nelson 

The Cape May warbler is a neotropical migrant we see during migration. It was first 
descried in Cape May, New Jersey and was given a great descriptive scientific name: 
tigrina. It breeds in the boreal forests in Canada and the northern reaches of the U.S. 
where it feeds primarily on spruce budworms. They have an average clutch size of 
six (much larger than most warblers) which allows them to respond to spruce bud-
worm outbreaks. Certain pesticide combinations for the budworms cause dramatic 
declines in the worm and ultimately this warbler. Cape May warblers winter in the 
West Indies where they feed on nectar and insects. They have a unique semitubular 
and curled tongue which allows them to collect nectar efficiently.   

April Fort DeSoto Field Trip Report By: Cathy Olson  ( 

A small group of PRAS members made the 85 mile trip to Fort DeSoto Park in Pinellas County in hopes of 
oodles of neotropical migrants and other great birds.  We weren’t disappointed!  While there wasn’t a fallout 

we did see some wonderful birds including 12 warblers (Cape May, 
black and white, black-throated blue, palm, Tennessee, blackpoll, 
northern parula, common yellowthroat, yellow throated, American 
redstart, yellow, and hooded)! Other migrants included indigo and 
painted buntings, blue and rose-breasted grosbeaks, orchard and 
Baltimore orioles.  We also saw some great coastal birds including 
a willet that tricked us all for a while; it did not behave like any  
willet we had ever seen.  Most of us waded across an inlet to get to 
the bird’s identity correct.  We had a great laugh over that bird!  
The most disputed bird of the trip was an unidentified falcon.  Half 
the group was adamant that the facial marks of a peregrine were observed while the 
other half did not see the marks and thought it was too small. The official list calls 

it an unidentified Falco species in order to keep all egos in check. Best tree of the day went not to the famed 
mulberry tree, but to a red cedar whose branches held two worn out migrants: a male Baltimore oriole and a 
male rose-breasted grosbeak. Talk about lots of colors in one tree!  Although we tried, we missed a black-
whiskered vireo. Several of us were trying to identify a very well hidden bird when it flew from a sea grape. A 
photographer showed Gregg Klowden and me the photo of a black-whiskered vireo.  We tried to chase it, but 
were eluded.  In total, we saw a total of 72 species on our trip.  It was a great day with wonderful company! 

Photos by: Gregg Klowden 


