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Join me on an adventure to Fort DeSoto Park, in   
Pinellas County.  This park is a migrant hot spot and 
we hope to find neotropical migrants galore.  Even if 
our hopes are dashed there will likely be good  
shorebirds to view.  Meet at the North location and 
be ready to leave 
promptly at 7 am.  
Please be         
prepared:  Come 
with a full tank of 
gas for carpooling, 
toll and park    
entrance fee 
money, sunscreen, 
water, and a bag 
lunch. 

April  20 Field Trip to  
Fort DeSoto Park  
By: Cathy Olson 

May 7  Walkabout to Myakkahatchee Creek 
 

 
 
Please join Jim Knoy Tuesday May 7, 2013 on a 
Walkabout at Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental 
Park.  Jim will lead the group along trails which go 
through a portion of this 162 acre environmental 
park in North Port.  Meet Jim on site at  8 am. 
 

April 18 Program:  Betty Staugler and the  
Florida Sea Grant Program 

By: Jim Knoy 

Come join us to hear Charlotte County’s Sea Grant Agent 
Betty Staugler. Betty has been employed by the          
University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences since 2004 where she serves as a Sea Grant   
Extension Agent for the Florida Sea Grant Program in 
Charlotte County.  As an extension agent, she develops 
comprehensive marine and natural resource educational 
programs that focus on sustainable coastal communities, 
boating and waterways management, marine recreational 
fisheries; commercial fisheries and habitat/water quality 
issues.  Betty conducts issue-based educational programs 
through workshops, conferences, publications and      
electronic media.  Her current efforts include bay scallop 
restoration, derelict trap recovery, waterway access    
planning activities, deep water fisheries barotrauma     
descending gear field trials and teaching the Florida   
Master Naturalist Program.  Ms. Staugler currently serves 
as the education liaison for the Clean Boating Partnership 
(Clean Marina Program) in Charlotte County and Chair of 
the Technical Advisory Committee for the Charlotte   
Harbor National Estuary Program.  She is a member of a 
UF Public Deliberation and Facilitation team which offers 
training in running effective stakeholder meetings and 
dealing with contentious natural resource issues.  Betty is 
alumni of the Natural Resources Leadership Institute, and 
a member of the Florida Association of Natural Resource 
Extension Professionals, Florida Outdoor Writers        
Association and the American Fisheries Society.  Prior to 
her employment with UF, Betty worked as scientist for 
the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center and as       
environmental specialist for the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection – Charlotte Harbor Aquatic 
Preserves.  She holds an MS in Environmental Science.   



 President's report 
By: Larry Behrens 

Where did the 2012-2013 season go? Into our       
archives. How did it go? I think it went great, thanks 
to the outstanding efforts of our PRAS directors,  
officers, committee chairs, and members. I can’t 
think of a better example of what can be                
accomplished when we work as a team. The          
attendance at our membership meetings has been 
gratifying. The banquet drew well over 100 members 
and guests. Our walkabout and field trips have all 
been well-attended, and there’s more to come later 
this month and into May. 
 
April is one of our busier months with a number of 
our faithful heading north for the summer and others 
going on cruises, visiting children and grandchildren, 
and taking day trips to a variety of interesting sites. 
Several of us will be among those leaving the area 
for a spell. My wife and I will be joining up with 
friends from Arizona and out of town for a couple of 
weeks. I regret that I will not be present at our April 
18 general membership meeting at First Alliance 
Church. However, Nancy Turner and Jim Knoy will 
fill in very nicely. I know you will enjoy hearing 
Charlotte County Extension Service’s Betty Staugler 
describe the Sea Grant Program which is a           
partnership of academia, government, and industry 
focusing on coastal and marine resources. 
 
One last item of importance (have to pack for our 
trip) ... at our final meeting of the season (May 16) 
elections for officers and directors will take place. 
Our nominating committee has been hard at work 
trying to come up with a list of candidates for several 
positions. I hope some of you very capable people 
will come forward to join our very important board. 
Those of us who are leaving the board will gladly 
spend as much time necessary to help those of you, 
that will fill the vacancies, make a smooth transition. 
 
See you 
in May!  

36th Annual Banquet  
By: Sandy Artman and Patti Linn 

The Annual Banquet and Silent Auction was held at 
Kings Gate Golf Club on March 21, 2013.  PRAS 
was pleased to welcome guest speaker, Charles 
Sobczak and his wife, Molly. Mr. Sobczak, an 
award-winning author lives and writes on Sanibel 
Island. He has published several books, including a 
fictional memoir and a collection of writings       
titled, Rhythm of the Tides.  In 2010, he published a 
nature guide, Living Sanibel - A Nature Guide to 
Sanibel and Captiva Islands. His book, The Living 
Gulf Coast – A Nature Guide to Southwest Florida  
covers birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians  
living within a six county region.  He delighted the 
audience with an informative and witty presentation 
on the nature of Southwest Florida.  His most recent 
book is a  science thriller, based on the future      
impacts of  climate change; The Year of the Bad 
Decision. 
 
Larry Linn was the Master of Ceremonies.  Sandy 
Artman and Patti Linn were the Banquet Co-Chairs 
and Cathy Olson was the Silent Auction Chair.  
Other members of the committee were: Phyllis 
Cady - Reservations and Seating, Louise Lewis – 
Centerpieces, Mike Krzyzkowski – Publicity, Jackie 
and Dave Lancaster, Shannon McGinnis, Nancy 
Turner, Stu Lewis, Jim Knoy, Larry Behrens and 
Jim Comfort were a tremendous help with the setup. 
 
The winners of the Photo Contest held at the       
December Pot Luck dinner were announced and 
their award-winning photographs were displayed.  
Eleanor and Bill Marr coordinated the contest and 
announced the winners (see the next 2 pages). 
 
Kudos also go to Starr Zachritz who brought       
together a table of eight from the History Park and 
Patti Linn who brought together a table of eight 
from her tennis club! 
 
PRAS is grateful to Publix Super Markets, Inc. for 
providing the delicious carrot cake for dessert and 
for the many varied donations for the Silent       
Auction. We sincerely appreciated the “enthusiastic 
bidding,” which helped to make the event a huge 
success! 

2013 Banquet/Silent Auction. Photo by: Larry Behrens 



First Place: 
 
“5 Burrowing 
Owls” 
 
By: Starr 
Zachritz 

Tied Second Place: 
 

“Hairy Woodpeckers”  By: Chuck Froman  and  “Snowy Egret” By: Bill Marr 



Tied Third Place: 
 

“Least Terns”  By: Jim Comfort, “Western Sandpiper” By Chuck Froman, 
 

“Spread Eagle” By: Starr Zachritz and  “Eagle with Fish” By: Starr Zachritz 

 
The Center for Birds of Prey continues to track sightings of swallow-tailed kites. They 
are easy to report and the data are used to learn more about these migratory raptors.  
All you need to do is log onto the website and enter in the following information:  date 
you saw the swallow-tailed kite, how many, where, when and what it was doing.  It 
only takes a few minutes and the data help show what the birds are doing over time. 
 
www.thecenterforbirdsofprey.org/swallowtail-kite.php 

Swallow-tailed kite sightings 
By: Cathy Olson 



Prairie Creek Preserve Walkabout Report 
By: Dave Lancaster 

  
 
A big welcome to our 
newest members: Alan 
Athinakis, Gary     
Krajnik, Elaine Lowry, 
Thomas O’Brien, 
Vicki Pellenz, and 
Nancy Turnek.  We 
hope to see you soon at 
a PRAS event!   

Welcome new members! 

On 2 April, nine birders started out into the foggy 
morning on the road leading to Prairie Creek        
Preserve. The Northern bobwhites were calling and 
we managed to see Eastern meadowlarks, palm   
warblers, common ground doves and savannah    
sparrows. Walking from the parking area to the   
Prairie Creek after the ride through the ranch lands, 
we heard a Bachman’s sparrow singing. The sun had 
broken through, so we got out the spotting scope and 
everyone had a nice view of this evasive sparrow, 
singing. Along the road on the way back we saw a 
pair of eastern towhees and loggerhead shrikes. It 
turned out to be a nice morning visiting the        
grasslands. 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you that 

the current White Bird is ready for viewing; 
2. PRAS Updates: White Bird + 2 or 3 monthly email 

reminders of upcoming meetings and field trips; 
3. Nature Alert: Same reminders as PRAS updates plus 

extra field trip notices, odd bird sightings and  
notices from other local conservation organizations. 

 

 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 
or contact a Board Member for help 

Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary Fieldtrip Report 
By: Dave Lancaster 

On 23 March 2013 ten eager birders met at the 
Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary. We were 
greeted at the visitor center with two pairs of painted 
buntings eating at the feeders. We also saw indigo 
buntings, prairie warblers and northern parulas at the 
first stop. The white-eyed vireos, great-crested      
flycatchers and Carolina wrens were singing and the 
swallow-tailed kites were flying overhead. Two    
pileated woodpeckers put on a show for us. Lettuce 
Lake was almost dry and the large American         
alligators were catching fish for dinner. The lake also 
had roseate spoonbills and other waders. Northern 
and Louisiana waterthrushes were walking around 
the pond and a Yellow-throated warbler was working 
the trees. We finished the boardwalk with a friendly 
barred owl saying goodbye. 
 
Many of us were surprised to see some orchids, the 
Fakahatchee beaked orchid and the rare delicate 
Ionopsis which the volunteers had in a scope for us. 

 
Since the cerulean warbler is declining faster than 
any other woodland songbird, it is imperative that we 
know as much as possible about every part their    
lifecycle. In recent years great strides have been 
made in our understanding of many aspects of their 
breeding biology and habitat needs during the non-
breeding season. But we know virtually nothing 
about the route, timing, and habitat needs of this bird 
during migration.  
 
Cerulean warblers appear to be arriving in the   
southeast US in mid-March, possibly earlier near the 
coast. This year we are conducting a pilot study to 
amass as many migration records as possible.      
Specifically we are looking for records from the Gulf 
Coast to the southern end of the breeding range in 
the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. 
 
Please report your observations, ESPECIALLY if 
you see a cerulean warbler, either to Cornell’s ebird 
<ebird.org> or directly to me. I’d also be very       
interested in any previous March Cerulean records 
you have. 
 
Melinda Welton 
Research Associate, Gulf Coast Bird Observatory 
 weltonmj@earthlink.net 
 

Cerulean Warbler Data Request  
By: Melinda Welton 



 

Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 

Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday Field Trip:  
Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM *, or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  
 

For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations:  
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland   
   Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133   
   Peachland Boulevard) 
 

*EAST—the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on US17 east of 
Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) 
 

 2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  

April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 

Meetings held at 6:30 pm at First Alliance 
Church on Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

I have served as the silent auction chair for quite a 
few years now and it still completely amazes me 
how wonderfully giving people are. This year we 
again had over 100 silent auction items in all price 
ranges. This is a great thing; everyone has a chance 
to bring home an item or two of their liking. That 
being said it is our largest annual fundraiser, so 
thanks to all of you who ensure that items go for a 
fair price!  After a few auction expenses the total 
raised for the Peace River Audubon Society Youth 
Environmental Education Fund was $3,630.66!  
 
I would first like to thank the artists who donated 
their art to the silent auction: Marie Dyer, Mary Ann 
Hughes, Jim Knoy, Louise Lewis, Ron Mills, Linda 
Moreau, Charles Sobczak, Barb Treadway, Jerry 
Waters, and Starr Zachritz. 
 
I would next like to thank our local restaurants who 
donated gift certificates (listed in descending order 
of value): Carraba’s Italian Grill, JD’s Bistro Grille, 
Portofino, New England Chowder House, Twin 
Lobsters, Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery and Grill, 
and Beyond the Sea. 
 
I would also like to thank the nonprofit organizations 
and businesses who provided entrance passes or 
other items (listed in descending order of value): Sea 
World Adventure Parks, Heron Creek Golf Club, 
Bobcat Trail Golf Club, Riverwood Golf Club, Twin 
Isles Country Club, Saint Andrews South Golf Club, 
Maple Leaf Golf and Country Club, Port Charlotte 
Golf Club, Monkey Jungle, Sabal Trace Golf Club, 
Tire Kingdom, Key West Express, Tampas’s Lowry 
Park Zoo, Babcock Wilderness Adventures, Calusa 
Nature Center and Planetarium, Naples Zoo, Lion 
Country Safari, Naples Princess, Kingfisher Fleet, 
Naples Botanical Garden, Fegers Health Food,  
Richard’s Foodporium, Bok Tower Gardens, 
Worden Farm, The Florida Aquarium, Edison & 
Ford Winter Estates, The Imaginarium, Charlotte 
Harbor Environmental Center, Visani and the 
Comedy Zone, Southwest Florida Museum of 
History and Pinch a Penny Pool and Patio.  
 
Please see the next pages for continued thank yous. 
 

Silent Auction Report 
By: Cathy Olson 

PRAS members at the 2013 Banquet/Silent Auction 
Photo by: Larry Behrens 



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

Bird of the Month:  Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)   
By: Cathy Olson     

 

 

Photo by: Gregg Klowden 
 

The pied-billed grebe, named for the ring around the bill, is a familiar duck-
like bird on our local waterways. They can be found year-round in fresh and 
brackish water where they dive for their meals (fish, crustaceans and insects). 
They rarely fly outside of migration and escape predators by diving in the  
water. Unlike ducks which have webbed feet connecting all the toes, pied-
billed grebes have lobes around each toe that are unconnected. Young grebes 
hatch on a floating nest of vegetation but can’t swim early on. Instead they 
cling to the back of a parent and are held closely under a wing. After a few 
weeks the young learn to swim and begin their largely aquatic life. 

North American Migration Count 
By: Cathy Olson 

 
The second Saturday in May (May 11) is the North 
American Migration Count.  This count was started 
in 1992 with the goal of obtaining a snapshot of    
migration over the continent.  While migration will 
have largely passed us here in Florida, it is right on 
in certain areas and a bit early in the northern 
reaches. It is run in a similar fashion of the Christmas 
Bird Count however the boundary is the county 
rather than a 15 mile diameter circle and it is one day 
rather than over several weeks.  Please let me know 
if you would like to participate and where you would 
like to count (cathyolson@comcast.net) so I may 
send you the rules and ensure we are counting       
different areas.  Several groups have participated 
over the last several years and I hope to keep adding 
more areas.   

(silent auction report continued from last page) 
Three cheers goes to those of you who helped solicit 
items for the auction: Cathy Olson, Louise Lewis, 
Stu Lewis, Linda Moreau, Nancy Turner, Kathy 
Kelle, Jan Dykstra, Starr Zachritz, Roberta Overland, 
and Sue Galvin. 
 
I would also like to thank those of you who donated 
your treasures to the auction: Larry Behrens, Phyllis 
Cady, Betsy Clayton, Jan Dykstra, Mary Ann 
Hughes, Gregg Klowden, Louise and Stu Lewis, 
Patti and Larry Linn, Cathy Olson, Linda Moreau, 
Shannon McGinnis, Barb Treadway, Nancy Turner,  
Joanne and Bob Winter and Starr Zachritz. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who dropped 
off auction items at my house and to Dan and Sandy 
Artman who picked up the items for the event. 
Thanks also to Gregg Klowden who put together the 
linked list of our sponsors. Well done, it was a     
productive silent auction for the PRAS Youth                  
Environmental Education Fund! 

 



Thanks to following companies that generously donated to our Silent Auction 



Thanks to following companies that generously donated to our Silent Auction 



Thanks to following companies that generously donated to our Silent Auction 


