
Peace River Audubon Society 

White Bird 
      December 2012 Volume 36, Issue 4 
     Cathy Olson, Editor       
     Dan Artman, Dispatcher    

       2012-13  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS:                  
              
President              Larry Behrens              941-625-5762 
Vice President     Stu Lewis                     603-742-2874 
Treasurer             Jim Comfort                  941-505-0206 
Secretary             Patti Linn                      941-637-8160 
    

Additional            Jim Knoy                      941-979-8820 
Directors:             Mike Krzyzkowski         863-244-2652  
                              Larry Linn                     941-637-8160 
              Cathy Olson                941-613-6753 
              George Ruby                941-423-0174  
              Nancy Turner               941-627-9107 

               
www.PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

December 20th Potluck and Photo Contest 

Come celebrate the New Year at one of the best   
birding sites in Port Charlotte. This is always a very 
pleasant walk around the pond. Recent sightings    
include a pair of great horned owls, pileated      
woodpecker, redhead ducks, hooded mergansers, 
ring-necked ducks, blue-winged teal, yellow-throated 
warblers along with the more common water birds 
and songbirds.  Soras have been regularly seen here 
in winter for the 
last few years. 

For more       
information or  
directions call 
Stu or Louise at 
(603) 742-2874. 

 

Christmas Bird Count 
By: Cathy Olson 

Ollie’s Pond Walkabout (1/1/2013) 
By: Stu Lewis 

Join PRAS for our 
annual potluck and 
photo contest on   
December 20th. 
Please bring your  
appetite, a dish to 
share with the group 
and a plate, a napkin, 

and silverware for your own use. In addition to food, 
photos from our members will be judged and       
auctioned to raise money for our Youth                  
Environmental Education Fund.  Doors open at 5:00 
pm for the photo contest registration (see rules on 
page 3 and please bring photos by 5:30 to reduce 
confusion).  We will begin eating around 6:00 pm. 

 The 2012 PRAS Christmas Bird Count is set for   
Saturday, December 15.  The Christmas Bird Count 
is the longest running citizen science program in 
North America.  We will be counting the number of 
birds and bird species in our count area, a 15-mile 
diameter circle centered at US 41 and Henry Street in 
Punta Gorda. To facilitate the count, the circle has 
been divided into twelve areas with 1 team assigned 
to each area.  Teams consist of both advanced birders 
& others interested in learning & helping as drivers, 
observers, and recorders. So you need not be an  
advanced birder but only have a desire to participate.  
 
We are in the process of appointing team captains 
and assigning team members to each of the teams.  If 
you participated last year, your name is already on 
the list and your team captain will contact you with 
details on when and where to meet.  If you want to 
change your area or cannot participate this year or if 
you did not participate last year and would like to  
participate this year, please contact your team leader 
or Larry Behrens at (941) 625-5762 or  
President1@peaceriveraudubon.org. 
 
We need to begin early if we are going to see lots of 
birds.  Most teams will begin counting by 7:00 am.  
Hopefully, the weather will be good and we will 
have a delightful day counting and watching our  
local wild birds. Results from our count will be  
forwarded to National Audubon Society and  
compiled with the other Christmas Bird Counts 
worldwide. If you observe any rare bird sightings 
(those not seen the day of the count) from December 
12-18, please contact Tony Licatta at 
xmas1@peaceriveraudubon.org.  
===================================== 
CORRECTION: The photos from Kiwanis Park in 
the November White Bird were by Bob Sacilowski. Photo by: Jim Comfort 



PRAS members at the Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival in November.   
From left to right: Nancy Turner, Larry Linn, Patti Linn, Larry Behrens and  
Starr Zachritz. Photos by: Nancy Turner 

PRAS participated again this year at the 
13th Annual Charlotte Harbor Nature 
Festival on November 17 at Charlotte 
Sports Park. This daylong event was 
attended by a large number of citizens 
who came to enjoy a day outdoors    
discovering the Southwest Florida    
natural environment. A group of PRAS 
volunteers set up a booth to distribute 
local birding information and activities 
scheduled for the 2012-2013 season. 
This was a great opportunity to reach 
out to the community and introduce 
them to the benefits of joining a local 
birding organization. Many membership 
applications were distributed, and     
invitations were extended to attend any 
of the field trips, walkabouts, and 
monthly general meetings.   

Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival  
By: Nancy Turner 

Patti Linn (above right) did a tremendous job with her creative and artistic abilities by offering face-painting 
not only to the young but to the young-at-heart. Patti stayed quite busy putting smiles on faces of those brave 
enough to become walking canvases of nature art.  
 
The day was fun and informative for all who participated, and PRAS looks forward to next year’s Charlotte 
Harbor Nature Festival. Did you know that this festival was started by past PRAS president and past CHEC 
employee Randy McCormick?  



A nature photo contest to benefit PRAS’s Youth 
Education Fund will be held December 20 at our  
annual potluck. So find your best photos and  
recipes and see you there.  
 
Photo Contest rules are as follows: 
Entry fee: $5 for one print or $10 for 3 prints.   

 Unlimited entries. 
Nature subject of your choice 
8x10 color or black and white prints.    
Each picture will be displayed on a black foam  

board (provided) for judging so no matting please. 
Photo enhancements are allowed. 
No signatures or identification on the front of the  

 print, but please sign (gently) on the back. 
Attendees of the December 20 PRAS potluck  

 meeting will be the judges. 
Photos will be auctioned that evening and        

 proceeds will go to the PRAS Youth                   
Environmental Education Fund. 

Winners will be announced at our annual spring  
 banquet on March 21, 2013. 

 
Keep a second copy of each of your entries,         
preferably digital, so that even after they are        
auctioned off we can display the winners on screen at 
the banquet. 
 
Bring in your pictures and entry fees by 5 pm  

(a half hour before the potluck begins)! 
 

 
 
Do you dine in local restaurants or shop in local 
stores?  If so, please help us gather restaurant and 
local business gift certificates and gift cards for our 
silent auction in March.  Historically most gift cards 
have been gathered by one or two people.  We would 
like to spread the effort around to more people. So,  
next time you are in a local restaurant or store ask if 
they would support our silent auction to benefit 
PRAS and its environmental causes by providing a 
gift card.  Please give gifts to Cathy Olson, the silent 
auction chair.  She will store the items, maintain the 
list, and write thank you letters after the auction. 
 
Thanks for helping making our event be a success! 

On Saturday morning, November 10, 2012, eleven 
adventurers gathered at Winn Dixie’s parking lot for 
their drive to Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest 
(OSSF) in western Hendry and northeastern Collier 
counties. Even though the trip would have taken less 
time via I-75 south to Hwy 82 and SW to 29, I      
decided to drive Bermont Road (CR 74) to Hwy 29 
and south through LaBelle to OSSF, with the        
expectation that this route would be more scenic and 
productive in bird sightings. We were richly         
rewarded by a host of beautiful and interesting birds 
at our first and only roadside stop, 25 miles east of 
the Winn Dixie. From the shoulder on both sides of 
Bermont Road, we were treated with more than a 
dozen roseate spoonbills, several wood storks, snowy 
egrets, killdeer, greater and lesser yellowlegs, a least 
sandpiper and Eastern meadowlarks. From our   
moving cars along Bermont Road and at OSSF, we 
observed anhingas, great blue herons, cattle egrets, 
little blue herons, a tricolored heron, a glossy ibis, 
white ibis, turkey and black vultures, red-shouldered 
hawks, Northern harriers, short-tailed hawks 
(including one dark immature), at least 3 crested    
caracaras, American kestrels, wild turkeys, sandhill 
cranes, possibly a limpkin, American coots, Wilson’s 
snipe, mourning doves, Eurasian collared dove, red-
bellied woodpeckers, American crows, loggerhead 
shrikes, European starlings, and yellow-rumped   
warblers. Seen only at Okaloacoochee Slough State 
Forest were common moorhens, a yellow-bellied 
sapsucker, a downy woodpecker, thousands of tree 
swallows in flight, a Carolina wren, numerous 
American robins, Northern mockingbirds, gray     
catbirds, a white-eyed vireo, pine warblers, palm 
warblers, a common yellowthroat, and a blue-grey 
gnatcatcher. This adds up to, at the very least, a   
minimum of 50 different species of birds seen on a 
perfect day of pleasant temperatures, low humidity, 
and broken cloud cover. Needless to say, our day in 
the wild was a huge success.  See page 4 for  photos. 

Field Trip Report from Okaloacoochee  
Slough State Forest  
By: Larry Behrens 

2012 Photo Contest Rules 
By: Bill Marr 

2013 Silent Auction Help Needed 
By: Cathy Olson 



 
 

Photos taken on the November PRAS Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest Field trip. 
Photos by: Larry Behrens 



December 20: Annual pot luck dinner & photo contest 
January 17: Christmas Bird Count report: Tony Licata 
February 21: Little Salt Spring: Steve Koski 
March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles                     
     Sobczak (reservations required) 
April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 
 

Meetings held at First Alliance Church on  
Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

Saturday, December 15, 2012 
Field Trip: Annual Christmas Bird Count 
Coordinator: Tony Licata 941-505-9775 
Contact Tony Licata to sign up. 
 
Tuesday, January 1, 2013 
Walkabout: Ollie’s Pond at 8AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 
Saturday, January 19, 2013  
Field Trip: Myakka River State Park 
Meet: North Carpool Location at* at 7 AM  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 at 8 AM 
Walkabout: Desoto County Environmental Learning Lab  
Coordinator: Gil MacAdam 863-494-7434 
 
Saturday, February 23, 2013  
Field Trip: Pineland Preserve/Venice Landfill in Venice  
Meet: North Carpool Location* at 7AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Hathaway Park at 8 AM 
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 
Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location* at 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 568-214-0203 
 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve at 8 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 
Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location* at 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at 8 AM 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 
Tuesday May 14, 2013 
Field Trip: Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meet: East car pool Location * at 8 AM, or go directly to 
the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  
^Note this field trip is on a Tuesday and is at 8 AM 

 
For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (see below). 
 

Carpool locations: 
 
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at     
Peachland Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port 
Charlotte (24133 Peachland Boulevard) 
 
*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 
south of the Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta 
Gorda (10175 Tamiami Trail) 
 
EAST –the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on State Route 
17 east of Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) 

PRAS welcomes 
our newest  
members:   
M. Animals, Fran      
Cassetta, Nancy 
Egan, Carmel       
Harrington, Robert 
Hayden, Lucile 
James, Diane 
McKenzie, Cecelia 

McLaughlin, and Valerie Meinken. We hope to see 
you soon at an upcoming event! 
 

 

 

2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you the    

current White Bird is ready for viewing on the web. 
2. PRAS Updates: 2 or 3 PRAS email reminders per 

month of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same as PRAS updates plus notices 

from other conservation organizations, additional 
field trips, and notices for odd bird sightings. 

 
 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

Welcome new members 



 
 
 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

 

Bird of the Month:  Red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus)  
By: Cathy Olson 

 
 

The red-shouldered hawk is our most common raptor in this part of Florida and 
can be found in most natural communities and even in suburban settings. In  
suburban areas they are often seen perching on power lines, hunched over    
waiting for prey in the grass below. They feed mostly on rodents, lizards, snakes 
and amphibians and only rarely do they catch birds. The south Florida           
subspecies is the palest and the northeastern subspecies is the largest. When 
soaring or flying they can easily be identified by their “windows”, pale comma 
shaped patches near the wing tip.  They are named for the rufous patch on their 
shoulder which can be seen when perched. During winter we have wintering 
individuals as well as the resident birds.  When on their nesting territories they  
defend their territories aggressively against crows, raptors and even people. 

           Photo by: Bill Marr 

November was another very busy month but a most rewarding one at that. It began with a walk through the 
newly renovated Kiwanis Park, a 50+ bird species trip to Okalaocoochee Slough State Forest, a great          
presentation by Dr. Jerry Jackson on the “Wild Things of SW Florida” with 68 members and guests in         
attendance, and our participation in the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program annual Nature Festival. 
Many thanks to all of you who attended these events and to all of you that helped make these events so very 
successful and enjoyable. Things won’t slow down much this month with our walkabout to North Cape Flats 
Trail, the Annual Christmas Bird Count, and our annual Potluck and Photo Contest which concludes our      
activities for 2012. Speaking of the Christmas Bird Count, I will be heading up the team that will track and      
record the various bird species in and around CHEC’s Alligator Creek site. I’m in need of more team        
members, so if you’d like to join my team, please give me a call at 625-5762, and I’ll fill you in on the details. 
At our January meeting, Tony Licata will present the results of this bird count. Please read more about these 
fun and educational events in this issue of the White Bird. By the way, a big thanks to Cathy Olson who puts 
together this excellent newsletter. 

President’s Report  By: Larry Behrens 


