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November 15th Program:  Dr. Jerry Jackson 
 

Join Phyllis Cady and Dave Lancaster for our        
walkabout on Tuesday, December 4th at 8:00 AM.  
We will be going to the North Cape Flats Trail in the 
Charlotte Harbor Preserve State Park. This trail winds 
through pine flatwoods for about 1 mile, then reaches 
the mangroves that open up to Charlotte Harbor. If 
the tide is low we will walk along the mudflats 
searching for wading birds.  Please wear appropriate 
shoes if you intend to walk the shoreline, and bring  
mosquito spray, water, and sunscreen.  As you       
approach the trail by car you will see the South    
Florida Birding Trail signs. For more information call 
Phyllis: 941-286-7638 or Dave:586-214-0203.       
Directions:  Take Burnt Store Rd. for 11 miles (S), 
passing the environmental center on your right. Turn 
right (W) on Durden Pkwy and drive 1 mile to the 
end of the road. At Old Burnt Store Road. turn left 
(S) and drive .5 miles to NW 40th Lane. Turn right 
(W) then drive .5 miles and turn left (s) on NW 44th 
Place.  We will meet at the trailhead parking lot on 
the right at yellow gate #4.  Hope you’ll join us! 

Field Trip to Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest 
By: Larry Behrens 

Charlotte Harbor Buffer Preserve Walkabout 
By: Phyllis Cady 

 
You’ve likely heard him on the radio, now come see 
and hear him in person. On November 15th come 
listen to Jerry Jackson, Florida Gulf Coast             
University, "With the Wild Things in Southwest 
Florida". Come learn "gee whiz" aspects of some of 
the common and not so common creatures that share 
southwest Florida with us "surprise eyes" of      
ducklings, "thorns" that move, creatures that thrive 
with fire, a bird that mimics a fox, why vultures 
gather each day at a daycare center and much more.  

November’s field trip will be to Okaloacoochee 
Slough State Forest on Saturday, November 10, 
2012. Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest is a 
32,039acre property in Collier and Hendry Counties 
and is located about 30 miles east of Fort Myers. 
Okaloacoochee Slough is upstream of Fakahatchee 
Strand Preserve State Park and Big Cypress National 
Preserve. The Slough consists of 13,382 acres and is  
oriented north-south in the forest that surrounds it. 
OSSF is one of the few areas of South Florida,     
outside Big Cypress and Everglades National Park, 
where visitors can still walk in and observe pre-
Columbian Florida. Among the threatened and      
endangered species that call this forest home are the 
Florida panther, sandhill crane, Florida black bear, 
gopher tortoise, wood stork and American alligator. 
White-tailed deer, wild turkey and feral hogs may 
also be observed on the property. Of special interest 
to Audubon members and friends is that the Great 
Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail, a program of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
runs through OSSF. Those participating in this field 
trip will receive a colorful and useful Okaloacoochee 
Slough State Forest “Checklist of Birds.”  Further 
information on OSSF can be found here: http://
www.floridaforestservice.com/state_forests/
okaloacoochee.html 
Meet in the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on State Route 
17 east of Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) at 
7:00 a.m. Driving distance to OSSF is approximately 
60 miles. A small entry fee is required of each      
visitor. Participants are advised to dress for moderate 
walking. Bring water, sunscreen, head cover, small 
lunch or snacks, insect repellant, binoculars, and 
camera. For further information, please contact Larry 
Behrens. Hope to see you! 



President’s Report 
By: Larry Behrens 

It must be true that, as we age, time seems to move 
along more quickly with each passing year. Hard to 
believe we’re rapidly approaching Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah, and Christmas. Also, isn’t it great, the 
cooler fall temperatures and lower humidity, making 
for ideal conditions for our walkabouts and field 
trips? By the time you read this, you may have      
already walked Kiwanis Park . . . pretty impressive, 
all the improvements made there by Charlotte 
County. I hope you will join us on our field trip to 
Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest on Saturday,  
November 10. I know you will be impressed with the 
natural beauty of this large tract of land. You’ll find 
more information about this field trip elsewhere in 
this issue of the White Bird. 
 
Also, you won’t want to miss our next meeting at 
First Alliance Church on November 15 when Dr. 
Jerry Jackson, the noted narrator of NPR’s "With the 
Wild Things in Southwest Florida," will present a 
program on some very unusual and interesting     
wildlife found here in Southwest Florida. 
 
One last bit of information. I will, at our next     
meeting, explain our support for Florida’s Water and 
Land Legacy campaign to gather enough signatures 
to place an amendment to our state constitution on 
the 2014 ballot, the amendment requiring “. . . state 
funding to protect and restore important water and 
land so that future generations can continue to enjoy 
them the same way we do.” 

 

Please welcome: William 
Bott, Yvonne Brajevich, 
Jim Gibbons, Thelma 
Lindberg, Mary 
MacHan, Phil             
Malinowski, Charlotte 
Orr, John Skinner,  Anne 

Simpson, Gary Sloat, and Jan Yorton as the newest 
members of PRAS! 

Welcome new members 

PRAS has three email groups: 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you the    

current White Bird is ready for viewing 
2. PRAS Updates: 2 or 3 PRAS email reminders per 

month of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same as PRAS updates plus notices 

from other conservation organizations and           
additional field trips, notices for odd bird sightings. 

 
 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

Seven people went on the field trip to Pinecraft and 
Arlington Parks on Saturday, October 20, 2012. A 
cold front with a band of rain moved through the 
Sarasota area just before we arrived. After driving 
through the band of heavy rain, we arrived at       
Pinecraft Park to find the skies blue and the air 
cooler and drier. Just after we arrived over a dozen 
wood storks flew overhead. Then two bald eagles 
flew overhead, one mature and one immature.     
During the past two weeks numerous migrant      
warblers had been sighted in the park, but we did not 
see or hear any warblers. We wondered if the 
weather conditions that morning had caused them to 
move elsewhere. We saw and heard mourning 
doves, a mottled duck, northern mockingbirds and 
northern cardinals. By the creek three raccoons were 
seen climbing in the trees. As we were leaving the 
woods,  a flock of loud monk parakeets flew       
overhead, their colors brilliant in the morning sun.  
At Arlington Park we saw a pair of palm warblers, 
red-bellied woodpeckers and a blue jay. We saw and 
heard some very vocal crows and could hear a red-
shouldered hawk.  Muscovy 
ducks live around the pond in 
the middle of the park.  
     
While driving to and from we 
saw wood storks,  a great 
horned owl, sandhill cranes, 
loggerhead shrikes, and 
belted kingfishers. The cooler 
drier air was a welcome 
change from the heat and        
humidity of the summer.  
 
See page 3 for a trip photo.   

Field Trip Report from Pinecraft and Arlington 
Parks By: Shannon McGinnis 

 

It’s not too soon to start thinking about the Christmas 
Bird Count! Contact your previous team leader or 
Tony Licata (alicata@dcwis.com) if you want to  
participate. 

Christmas Bird Count 12/15/12 



PRAS members on the October field trip to Pinecraft and Arlington Parks.  Photo by: Larry Behrens 

On a pleasantly cool November 6 morning, 25 hearty souls, including a large contingent of Canadian        
snowbirds, gathered in the parking lot of Kiwanis Park. Initially, there were very few signs of bird life, so we 
took advantage of the moment to point out other features of the park. As we walked along the newly           
constructed sidewalk towards the cypress swamp, we observed and talked about some of the invasive plants 
that have started to overtake portions of the park. Most notably were air potato vines and Brazilian pepper, 
both of which are increasingly abundant throughout this park and other areas in south Florida. However, we 
were all impressed with the natural beauty of Kiwanis Park: the large slash pines and live oaks, and a large   
variety of other plants such as ferns, beauty berry, winged sumacs, and climbing asters as well as other exotics 
like lantana, and balsam apple. We eased our way across the newly completed boardwalk that winds its way 
through the cypress swamp. This wet area is also home to numerous young willows which provide cover for a 
variety of birds. A couple of   Eastern phoebes were spotted flying from one willow tree to another, then    
singing their raspy, two-parted song that gives them their name: "fee-bee.” In the same area, one of our     
walkers spotted a sharp-shinned hawk flying overhead. Included in our list of birds seen and/or heard were 
blue jays, northern cardinals, yellow-rumped warblers, fish crows, mourning doves, red-bellied woodpeckers, 
and a pileated woodpecker. From the newly renovated bridge over Horse Shoe Lake, some folks think they 
heard a catbird and most everyone was fortunate enough to observe and, in some cases, photograph a beautiful 
green heron. Several large Florida  soft-shelled turtles and one slider were seen in the water beneath the bridge. 
Walking around the lake, we were treated to three white ibis, one little blue heron, and a partridge in a pear 
tree (just kidding about the last one). The area around the bridge was so pleasant that a number of our group 
just hung around to soak up the crisp, clean air and enjoy the cool temperatures of another gorgeous day in 
southwest Florida. As we were leaving Kiwanis Park, we noticed a dozen or so black vultures circling. 

November 6 Walkabout Report to Kiwanis Park  
 By: Larry Behrens 



November 6 Kiwanis Park Walkabout Photos  By: Larry Behrens 



November 15: Dr. Jerry Jackson 
December 20: Annual pot luck dinner & photo contest 
January 17: Christmas Bird Count report: Tony Licata 
February 21: Little Salt Spring: Steve Koski 
March 21: Annual banquet and silent auction: Charles                     
     Sobczak (reservations required) 
April 18:  Florida Sea Grant Program: Betty Staugler 
May 16: Member’s night slide show 
 

Meetings held at First Alliance Church on  
Midway Boulevard in Port Charlotte 

 

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 * Note 
Walkabout: Kiwanis Park 8 AM 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-204-1708 
 
Saturday, November 10, 2012 *Note change to 2nd Sat *  
Field Trip: Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest and WMA  
Meet: East Car pool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-204-1708 
 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012  
Walkabout: North Cape Flats Trail: Charlotte Harbor   
Preserve State Park 8 AM 
Coordinator: Phyllis Cady 941-286-7638 
 
Saturday, December 15, 2012 
Field Trip: Annual Christmas Bird Count 
Coordinator: Tony Licata 941-505-9775 
Contact Tony Licata to sign up. 
 
Tuesday, January 1, 2013 
Walkabout: Ollie’s Pond 8AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 
Saturday, January 19, 2013  
Field Trip: Myakka River State Park 
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Desoto County Environmental Learning Lab  
Coordinator: Gil MacAdam 863-494-7434 
 
Saturday, February 23, 2013  
Field Trip: Pineland Preserve/Venice Landfill in Venice  
Meet: North Carpool Location * 7AM 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 941-235-2590 
 

 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 
Walkabout: Hathaway Park  
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
 
Saturday, March 23. 2013  
Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary  
Meet: South Carpool Location * 7 AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 568-214-0203 
 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Walkabout: Prairie Creek Preserve 8AM 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 586-214-0203 
 
Saturday, April 20, 2013  
Field Trip: Fort Desoto Park 
Meet: North car pool Location * 7 AM  
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
 
Tuesday, May 7, 2013 
Walkabout: Myakkahatchee Creek Environmental Park  
Coordinator: Jim Knoy 303-868-8337 
 
Tuesday May 14, 2013 * Note Tuesday  
Field Trip: Peace River Rookeries Paddling Trip 
Meeting Place: East car pool Location * at 8 AM *, or go 
directly to the Liverpool Boat Ramp by 9 AM 
Coordinator: Mike Krzyzkowski 863-494-0196  

 
For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below). 
 

Carpool locations: 
 
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at     
Peachland Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port 
Charlotte (24133 Peachland Boulevard) 
 
*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 
south of the Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta 
Gorda (10175 Tamiami Trail) 
 
EAST –the parking lot of Winn-Dixie on State Route 
17 east of Punta Gorda (27680 Bermont Road) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

2012-2013  Speaker Schedule 

2012-2013  Field Trips and Walkabouts  



 
 
 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

 

Bird of the Month:  Laughing gull 
(Leucophaeus atricilla ) By: Cathy Olson 

 
 

In Florida the laughing gull is here year round and is equally 
at home on our beaches or in parking lots. They are rarely 
found in the interior Florida counties though. Aptly named, 
you can often hear flocks of them “laughing” as they call to 
one another and use ritualistic displays for communication. 
Laughing gulls are omnivores and will eat a wide variety of 
animal matter, garbage and handouts from humans. Like most 
gulls they take several years to mature and have summer and 
winter plumage.  In summer, adults have a black hood and a 
bright red beak.  In winter they lose the gray hood and the 
beak becomes black as seen in the photograph to the right. 

           Photo by: Jim Comfort 

Twelve people participated in the Fall North American Migration Count in Charlotte County.  A total of 1,967 
individuals of 83 species were logged in nine locations. The most numerous bird was the white ibis (298 of 
them)! Northern mockingbirds were seen everywhere except for Palm Island. Ollie’s Pond had the most tree 
swallows. Amberjack had one of the two roseate spoonbills and wood storks were only seen at History Park 
and Prairie Creek. Four of the five warbler species were seen at the Webb (pine, common yellowthroat, palm, 
and a single black-throated blue warbler. A lone ovenbird was seen at Prairie Creek. Wildflower Preserve had 
the only eastern phoebe. Strangely enough, the only collared doves were seen at Prairie Creek and the only 
mottled ducks and double-crested cormorants were on Palm Island. House finches were only seen at History 
Park. A lone male blue grosbeak was one of the best species seen at the Webb. Not surprisingly Palm Island 
had the only terns and shorebirds and the Webb had the only red-cockaded woodpeckers and brown             
nuthatches. Eastern bluebirds, eastern meadowlarks, Northern bobwhites, downy woodpeckers, great horned 
owls, and least bittern were only seen at the Webb. White-winged doves, American kestrel, crested caracara, 
northern harrier, red-headed woodpecker and American crow were only seen at Prairie Creek. Numbers were 
down from previous counts since Babcock Ranch Preserve was not counted. Many thanks to the participants: 
Gayle &Tom Duch, Bob & Bonnie Elliot, Steve Freedman, Gregg Klowden, Cathy Olson, Bonnie & Chuck 
Steele, Bob & Joanne Winter, and Starr Zachritz. 

Fall 2012 North American Migration Count Results  
 By: Cathy Olson 


