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Dr. Bill Dunson will provide a powerpoint          
presentation  on the progress to date on designing the 
80 acre Wildflower Preserve, the animals and plants 
present so soon after the golf course was abandoned, 
the  successes  achieved by an amazing group of         
volunteers, and future challenges.    
 
Wildflower Preserve is hugely significant to the 
Lemon Lake ecosystem.  Lemon Creek, which 
crosses the Wildflower property is vital to the health 
and well being of Lemon Lake. Lemon Lake        
supports a wide variety of birds which feed on the 
Lake’s aquatic life.  Lemon Creek is also thought to 
be of significance to the Tarpon Fishery.  The      
connection  between  Amberjack Park and the       
Wildflower property is an additional plus. 

 
 
 

Come visit PRAS and 
other exhibitors at he 
12th annual Charlotte 
Harbor Nature Festival!  
It will be held  from 10-3           
on November 19, 2011 
at the Charlotte Sports 
Park on SR 776. This 
family friendly event has 
programs and             
informational booths 
which will allow you to 

get to better know and understand the Charlotte   
Harbor Region.   
 
Did you know that the Charlotte Harbor Nature   
Festival was started by past PRAS president Randy 
McCormick?  His idea continues twelve years later! 

 
 
 

.    
Please join me November 12 for a field trip to Harns 
Marsh in Lee County.  The marsh is an engineered 
marsh for flood control.  It is also home to wading 
birds, ducks, raptors and a variety of other birds.  To 
date, 158 bird species have been identified.  We   
usually see snail kites, limpkins and bitterns.  We 
will be driving the site and  stopping to look at birds 
and other wildlife.  This is a great trip if you are   
unable to walk far.  
We will leave at 7 am 
from the Punta Gorda 
Sweetbay car pool 
site.  Bring    binocu-
lars, a snack, and     
water. 
 
Photo of a Harns Marsh 
resident  sandhill crane, 
by Gregg Klowden 
 
 
 

November  17 Meeting 
Wildflower Preserve: Dr. Bill Dunson 

The Peace River Audubon Society will sponsor a 
bird walkabout on Tuesday, December 6th at Ollie's 
Pond.  Participants should meet at 8:00 am in the 
parking lot located at 18235 Avon Avenue.  We can 
expect to find a variety of birds including wintering 
waterfowl, wading birds, wintering warblers, and 
perhaps some unexpected surprises.  The walk 
around Ollie's Pond is approximately one mile.  
Bring binoculars and a bird field guide.  Questions 
should be directed to Don Youso at 941-235-1298.     

December 6 Walkabout 
Ollie’s Pond: by Don Youso 

 Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival 
November 19, 2011 

November 12 Field Trip 
Harns Marsh: by Cathy Olson 



 

2011 PRAS Garage Sale 
By: Cathy Olson 

 

 
PRAS will be hosting a garage sale December 3, 
2011.  Please look around your house for any excess 
clutter that you are willing to part with and donate it 
for our sale.  Items may be brought to the member 
meetings or dropped off with Cathy Olson or Patti 
Linn (941 613-6753 and 941 637-8160). 
 
 

Well, that was fun! I speak of October which        
included a pleasant walkabout at Charlotte Harbor 
Environmental Center at the Alligator Creek site, a 
very interesting program on vultures presented by 
Diana Stinson, Park Ranger at Oscar Scherer State 
Park, and our first field trip for the 2011-2012 season 
at Wildflower Preserve with representatives from the 
Lemon Bay Conservancy (LBC) conducting the hike. 
LBC volunteers have done a fine job converting a 
once-upon-a-time golf course into what promises to 
be an outstanding showcase for southwest Florida’s 
diverse ecosystems. 
 
We were all saddened by the September passing of 
Missy Christie, environmental specialist for       
Charlotte County and wonderful friend of many. At 
our October meeting, members  bought raffle tickets 
and made donations for Missy’s fundraiser, the    
proceeds to be used to help defray Missy’s medical 
expenses. One of our members won a bird house 
which will be mounted on a tree at Audubon        
Pennington Nature Park. When we walk by this bird 
house, we will be reminded of all of Missy’s great 
accomplishments 
during her all-too-
short life. 
 
November     
promises to be 
another enjoyable 
and   productive 
month with a 
walkabout at   
Prairie Pines    
Preserve in North Ft. Myers, a field trip to the terrific 
birding site at Harns Marsh in Lehigh Acres, and our 
participation in the Nature Festival at the Charlotte 
Sports Park. At our November 17 general meeting, 
Bill Dunson will present a program on Wildflower 
Preserve, a nice follow-up to our  October field trip.  
 
We hope to see many of you at these upcoming 
events. Enjoy this special time of the year when the 
weather is ideal, the opportunities for enjoying the 
great outdoors, and special holidays are upon us. 

President’s Message  
By: Larry Behrens 

On a cool October morning, nine people met Philip  
Dakin and Jim Cooper from the Lemon Bay         
Conservancy to take a tour of Wildflower             
Preserve.  Some of the birds observed were great 
blue herons,  a little blue heron,  ibis, moorhens,  and 
a green heron enjoying the sunshine from a high 
branch.   Three wood storks  circled  over head so 
low they gave us some great photographic             
opportunities.  In the sky  we also saw black         
vultures,  tree swallows,  grackles, and  doves.   In 
the trees and shrubs we saw and heard  catbirds, 
blue-gray gnatcatchers,  palm warblers,  blue jays, 
and cardinals.   Before leaving a bald eagle was seen 
soaring overhead.    

We appreciate Philip and Jim taking time to show us 
the progress LBC  has made in restoring the golf 
course to a natural preserve  and to explain the work 
still needing to be done.   Controlling invasive plant 
species is a challenge.   One of the wildflowers we 
observed was a moonflower still in bloom.  Dr.  Bill 
Dunson will be speaking  at the November 17th,  
PRAS meeting about Wildflower Preserve and native 
plants.    

Wildflower Preserve Field Trip Report 
By: Shannon McGinnis 



 
 
The second annual Statewide Bluebird Blitz will take 
place on Friday November 18 and Saturday          
November 19, 2011.  
 
What is a Bluebird Blitz?  
The Statewide Bluebird Blitz is a concentrated effort 
by as many volunteers as possible going out all over 
the state of Florida on specific dates to locate as 
many Eastern Bluebirds as possible.  
 
Why a Bluebird Blitz?  
There is much general information available about 
bluebirds, but what applies in other parts of the  
country may not hold true in Florida. The Florida 
Bluebird Society is gathering data on where and 
when bluebirds can be found in the state. The fall 
Blitz, Nov. 18-19, 2011, will help us determine 
where Bluebirds find food and habitat during non-
breeding season. We will also conduct a Spring Blitz 
April 13-14, 2012.  
 
Participation is simple.  
· Go outside on Friday Nov. 18 and/or Saturday Nov 
19, 2011, and look for bluebirds  
· Record as much as you are able about the bluebirds 
you see. Location, behavior, sex, age, etc. We also 
want to know where you looked and did not find any 
bluebirds.  
· Download, complete, and submit the Blitz Report 
form that is on the Florida Bluebird Society web site, 
floridabluebirdsociety.com.  
 
THAT’S IT!          
Together we can 
make a difference in 
the conservation and 
protection of Flor-
ida’s bluebirds!  
 
                                       
Photo by: Bill Marr 
 
 
The Florida Bluebird Society was organized two 
years ago with a mission of conservation and       
protection of Eastern Bluebirds and other native  
cavity-nesting bird species through educational    
programs and the collection and dissemination of 
pertinent and relevant information.  

Hands Across the Harbor Event  to benefit CHEC 
 
The 4th annual Hands Across the Harbor Run/Walk/
Bike Event being held the morning of January 28, 
2012, will now have all proceeds going to Charlotte 
Harbor Environmental Center (CHEC) to support 
environmental programs.  CHEC has joined the 
original organizers, the Charlotte Harbor Community 
Redevelopment Agency and the Punta Gorda     
Community Redevelopment Agency, as a non-profit 
partner.  The event consists of an 8K competitive 
run, a 5K fun walk, and both a 10 and 20 mile fun 
bike ride.  All events start and end in Bayshore Live 
Oak Park and go across the 41 bridge to Punta 
Gorda, then  return.  There will also be live music by 
Michael Haymans’ Hibiscus Band, a business expo, 
door prizes and a raffle. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help run the event.  
We would need 2-3 hours starting at 6:30AM on 
January 28, 2012, to do registration, food handout, 
parking, or (race) course monitoring.  Please contact 
Larry Linn to sign up at 941-276-2369 or 
LINN59@comcast.net.  (The Peace River Audubon 
Society helped establish CHEC back in 1987.) 

Did you know that PRAS has three email groups? 
1. White Bird only: 1 monthly email alerting you the    

current White Bird is ready for viewing 
2. PRAS Updates: 2 or 3 PRAS email reminders per 

month of upcoming meetings and field trips.   
3. Nature Alert: Same as PRAS updates plus notices 

from other conservation organizations and           
additional field trips, notices for odd bird sightings. 

 
 Sign up on the PRAS website:  PeaceRiverAudubon.org 

Bluebird Blitz November 18 and 19 

 
Olga Betakas, Elaine 
Bevona, Shirley Bradley, 
Jim Cawthard, Noreen 
Chervinski, Joy DeBruyn, 
Kimberly Dresch, Elise  
Hanley, Jerome Noble, 
Irena Piatek, Julie  

Powers, Rebecca Prokopiak, Doris Shaw, Kathleen 
Wilson, and Shirley Wineburger. 
 
Is there something you would like to see in the 
PRAS newsletter?  Please email your suggestions 
to :  Whitebird1@peaceriveraudubon.org. 
 



  

Saturday, March 17, 2012 
Field Trip: Babcock-Webb Wildlife Mgmt Area 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 941-625-0979 or  
586-214-0203 
Meet: Babcock-Webb Entrance Station 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 8 a.m. 
Walkabout: Footprints Trail- Babcock Ranch Preserve  
Bermont Road  
Coordinator: Phyllis Cady 941-286-7638 
 
Saturday, April 21, 2012 
Field Trip: Fort DeSoto Park 
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 
Meet: North carpool location * 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
Walkabout: Audubon Pennington Park 8 a.m. 
Coordinator: Larry Behrens 941-286-9094 
 
Saturday, May 19, 2012 
Field Trip: Caspersen Beach and Venice Rookery 
Coordinator: Shannon McGinnis 941-258-6363 
Meet: North Carpool location* 7 a.m. 

 
For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM  
 *For Field Trips meet at designated place  at 7 AM 

unless otherwise noted (*see below) 
Carpool locations: 
 
*NORTH—the parking lot by McDonalds at Peachland 
Mall near I75 and Kings Hwy in Port Charlotte (24133 
Peachland Boulevard) 
 
*SOUTH—the parking lot of Sweetbay on US 41 south 
of the Burnt Store Road intersection in Punta Gorda 
(10175 Tamiami Trail) 

 
 

 
 

 
Please send me photographs that may be included in 
the newsletter and on the website.  I am hoping to 
use member photos rather than internet photos for 
the newsletter.  I would love photos of PRAS   
members in action while attending field trips,   
walkabouts and at other functions.  Please send the 
photos to whitebird1@ peaceriveraudubon.org.  The 
photographer will be credited.  Please note that four 
of the five photos appearing in this issue are taken 
by PRAS members! 
 

 Walkabouts and Field Trips  2011-2012  

 
 
November 17: Wildflower Preserve: Dr. Bill Dunson 
December 15: PRAS potluck and photo contest 
January 19: Christmas Bird Count Results: Tony Licata 
February 16: Peace River Wildlife Center: Maryann  
                     Sakamoto 
March 15: Banquet: Gardening for Wildlife: Dr. Bill                                    
      Dunson 
April 19: Southeastern Florida kestrels: Dr. Karl Miller 
May 17: Member’s night slide show 
 
Meetings are at 6:30:  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2565 Tamiami Trail,  Port Charlotte. 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, November 12, 2011 *Note second Saturday* 
Field Trip: Harns Marsh 
Coordinator: Cathy Olson 941-613-6753 
Meet: South carpool location* 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 
Walkabout: Ollie’s Pond 8 a.m. 
Coordinator: Don Youso 941-235-1298 
 
Saturday, December 17, 2011 
Field Trip: Christmas Bird Count 
Coordinator: Tony Licata 941-505-4775 
Contact Tony Licata to sign up 
 
Tuesday, January 3, 2012 8 a.m. 
Walkabout: DeSoto County Environmental Learning 
Center  
Coordinator: Gil MacAdam 863-494-7434 
 
Saturday, January 21, 2012 
Field Trip: Celery Fields, Sarasota 
Coordinator: Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182  
Meet: North carpool location 7 AM 
 
Tuesday, February 7, 2012 
Walkabout: Tippecanoe 1 8 a.m. 
Coordinator: Don Youso 941-235-1298 
 
Saturday, February 18, 2012 
Field Trip: Venice Landfill 
Coordinator: Stu and Louise Lewis 
Meet: North carpool location* 7 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 
Walkabout: Shell Creek Preserve 8 a.m. 
Coordinator: Dave Lancaster 941-625-0979 or  
586-214-0203 

2011-2012  Speaker Schedule 

Photos needed! 



 

Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  

MAIL CHECK (***payable to PRAS) WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

Chapter Code: C0ZE140Z 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership (PRAS)   
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         (All proceeds of local memberships stay within local chapter 

vs National memberships which PRAS only receives a 
small portion. National  members renew at Audubon.org) 

 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 

(   )  Additional donation to PRAS Scholarship Fund 
        Please help us fund a college student studying conservation

 
 

We had a beautiful, sunny, breezy day and a good turnout for our November 
Walkabout.  Those of us who  arrived early got to see the sun rise over the pines 
and herons, egrets and about 100 white ibis fly over the parking lot.  Sandhill 
cranes were calling in the distance.  As the only dry trail was only .5 miles long 
we     decided to take our time and see what appeared.  As we headed toward the 
marsh, we saw catbirds, cardinals, blue jays, and an eastern phoebe perched high 
awaiting insects.  The snags produced 4 types of woodpeckers;  downy, red-
bellied, pileated and an immature red-headed woodpecker.  The red-shouldered 
hawks were     calling and we also saw an immature red-tailed hawk.  We tip-toed 
into the marsh area hoping to see some wading birds, and were rewarded with 
several great white egrets and a great blue heron feeding close to the observation 
platform.  We stopped for a while enjoying the beauty of the marsh and looked 
for adult red-headed woodpeckers.  We weren’t successful but saw several     

species of birds fly overhead;  grackles, fish crows, laughing gulls, and black and turkey vultures.  It must have 
been too windy for the warblers as we only saw the palm.  All in all we saw 25 species of birds.   This was the 
first time that many  our participants had been to Prairie Pines Preserve and we all were impressed with the 
effort that Lee County Conservation 20/20 program had put into making it a great birding site. 

The brown-headed nuthatch is found exclusively in pine forests 
in the southeastern United States and in the Bahamas, where the 
population is declining.  Traveling in small groups, their 
squeaky calls are often heard  before they are seen.  Brown 
headed nuthatches are one of the few birds who are known to 
use tools.  Bark is sometimes used as a lever to lift up other 
bark while looking for food.  Sometimes they even fly from tree 
to tree with their tool.  In our area they are most reliably found 
at Cecil B. Webb Wildlife Management Area. 

Bird of the Month:  Brown-headed nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) 
By: Cathy Olson 

Photo by: Tom Zinneman 

Prairie Pines Preserve November walkabout 
By: Phyllis Cady 

Photo by: Larry Behrens 


