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Please Join Us as author Jo Morrison presentsas author Jo Morrison presentsas author Jo Morrison presents   
   

Babcock Ranch: Babcock Ranch: Babcock Ranch: 
Tales ofTales ofTales of   

Bygone DaysBygone DaysBygone Days      
A chronicle of the A chronicle of the A chronicle of the 
sights, sounds, andsights, sounds, andsights, sounds, and   
legends of the cattle legends of the cattle legends of the cattle 

ranching days on ranching days on ranching days on    
the Crescent B the Crescent B the Crescent B 

“Babcock” Ranch“Babcock” Ranch“Babcock” Ranch 

Dinner -  Catered by Twin Isles Country Club 
                Menu Options: Chicken Marsala or Salmon 
 

Silent Auction -  Bid on many great items 
 

Photo Contest – For your favorite unique nature shots  
                            (see rules on page 3) 

Thursday March 20Thursday March 20Thursday March 20ththth, 2008 , 2008 , 2008    

   Mail check for $30/ person  to: 
   PRAS  c/o  Phyllis Cady 

   425 Fireball Ct / Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
  *Please include Name(s), Phone, & Meal choice* 

Proceeds benefit the 
Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center & 

our other Environmental Education Programs 

Reservation deadline is March 12th  

Tickets  
NOT 

Available 
at door 

At the Twin Isles Country Club 
301 Madrid Boulevard, Punta Gorda 33950 

 

Cash Bar opens at 6:00 pm 

***Sponsor a table of 8 and receive special recognition*** 
Non-members welcome - Please bring a friend or two 

2008 Saturday April 5  
 

Our 7th annual Birdathon, a variation of a walkathon, is an 
event to raise money for our youth environmental education 
programs including Audubon Adventures, a teaching program 
designed for 4th graders.  
 
There are two ways you can help RAISE MONEY FOR  
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION: 
 
SPONSOR A TEAM 
Team sponsors are essential since after all, this is fundraiser.  
Pledge a fixed amount (e.g. $25) or one that depends on the 
number of species a team sees (e.g. 25 or 50 cents per spe-
cies). Teams counting county wide usually see 60 to 100 spe-
cies while teams in category 2 or 3 (see below) will not see so 
many species so should be sponsored at a higher rate. If you 
would like to sponsor a team or can encourage a business to 
sponsor a team, please contact Eleanor at 914-624-4182 and 
she will match you with a team.  
 
ENTER YOUR OWN TEAM 
This year there are THREE ways you can have fun while rais-
ing money for youth environmental education.  
 
1. County-wide: Your team of 2 to 4 birders counts as many 

species in Charlotte County as you can. 
2. Specific area: A team of 2 counts species in a park, your 

own backyard, neighborhood, or other specific area. You 
can even do this while sitting and watching a feeder. 

3. Photography:  Work on your own to photograph as many 
species as you can.  The bird must be recognizable in the 
photo but doesn't have to be a prize-winning shot.  

 
To raise money for our environmental education programs, 
your team should solicit sponsorship from friends or busi-
nesses.  The Birdathon will begin on April 5 anytime after 
12:01 AM and can continue until 4 PM.  Start early to hunt 
for owls.  The place and length of time looking is up to you 
but you must officially stop counting at 4 PM.  We will then 
meet, at a place to be announced later, to share our results, 
award prizes, and, like at any good gathering, eat some food. 
 
So far we have only 3 county-wide teams (Mangrove Cuck-
oos, Archaeoptryx, Jay Birds).  So please register ASAP. 
 
Entry forms, complete rules, and additional information can 
be obtained at http://www.PeaceRiverAudubon.org or by call-
ing Eleanor Marr at 914-624 4182.  



STA 5 Trip Report  By Eleanor Marr  
 

Over 30 birders from PRAS joined about 70 
others for another unbelievable day of bird-
ing at Stormwater Treatment Area 5 in 
Hendry County.  Beautiful weather and 
participation in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count only added to the pleasure.   
WINK TV was there to do a report on STA-
5.  We saw literally tens of thousands of birds.   The “official” count 
was 76 species for the day, though not all birds were seen by all par-
ticipants.  Most of us had great looks at one Greater Flamingo that 
was quite close.  Whether this unusual find was a wild bird or an es-
capee from an aviary is not known.  Other highlights included White 
Pelicans, Roseate Spoonbills, Long-billed Dowitchers,  Snail 
Kites, Purple Swamphens (an exotic),  American Avo-
cets,  Black-neck Stilts, Limpkins, Peregrine Falcons, 
Crested Caracaras, making the 100-mile trip (one way) 
well worth the effort.   

The April 1 Walkabout location has 
been changed to a new area, Tippe-
canoe II, a scrub jay mitigation area 
off Flamingo Blvd. This will be our 
first trip to this new area.  Scrub habi-
tat and recent burns make this a 
great place to find scrub jays as well as woodpeckers 
and more.  Meet at the parking area at 8 AM.  To get 
there, take 776 (El Jobean Road ) south past Murdock 
Circle and Collingswood to Flamingo Blvd.  There is no 
light at this intersection but there is a left turn lane.  Turn 
left onto Flamingo for two blocks to Joppa Ave.  Turn 
right at Joppa to a parking area on the left at the inter-
section with Fernwood.    

APRIL WALKABOUT Tuesday April 1 

 
We plan to visit Corkscrew 
Swamp at the time when Swal-
lowtail Kites and migrating war-
blers can be seen.  You will 
have a choice of taking a truck 
trip into areas not open to the 
public or just walking the two-

mile boardwalk or its short-cut route.  Wheelchairs are 
available.  The truck trip has a limit of 18 people, and if 
you choose to go on that, the cost is $30, which also en-
titles you to walk the boardwalk afterward.  Registration 
for the truck trip should be done as soon as possible by 
calling Eleanor Marr at 941-624-4182.    If you want to do 
the boardwalk tour only, the cost is $5 for Audubon 
members with ID cards or $10 for nonmembers.  No reg-
istration is needed for that.  Meet at 6:45 at the south 
meeting place, Sweetbay parking lot, 10175 Tamiami 
Trail (Rt. 41) south of Burnt Store Road for car pooling.   
 

Corkscrew Swamp Saturday, April 19 Field Trip 

 
 
Several activities took place during February.  The Feb. 12 photo shoot 
went on despite the rain.  The sandhill crane had abandoned her nest 
behind Wal-marts on Kings Highway, so the group went to two active bald 
eagle nests in the area. 
A few shots were possible between showers.  On the Saturday Feb.16 
STA-5  field trip, PRAS photographers caravanned around cells not trav-
eled by other groups.  By avoiding the huge caravan of cars present there 
that day, the photographers were able to set their own pace, and a few 
extended the day by heading south afterwards to an area where Snail 
Kites, and Swallowtail Flycatchers and Western Kingbirds were photo-
graphed from close range.   A small group met at CHEC on Feb. 26 to 
share photos and discuss cameras and techniques. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: 
Monday March 10, 9 AM - Photo Shoot at Ollie’s Pond.  Information 
and directions on PRAS UPDATES and NATURE ALERT. 
Tuesday March 25, 9 AM. Morning Meeting at CHEC, Watershed build-
ing across from the office. 
Tuesday April 8, 9 AM Photo Shoot – Port Charlotte Beach Complex 
to photograph shore birds.  Meet in the first parking lot on the left as you 
enter.   
Saturday April 19, Photo Shoot Corkscrew Swamp.  We will walk the 
boardwalk at Corkscrew Swamp.  Join us for an early morning walk, or if 
you take the morning truck trip, join us for a second opportunity after 
lunch.  We will meet with the PRAS field trip group. See Field Trip notice 
in this issue for time and directions.  If you want to come independently for 
the afternoon boardwalk trip only, meet the group in the picnic area at 
Corkscrew at 11:30 AM. 
 
For further information, call Bill Marr at 94-624-4182. 
Photo enthusiasts are also encouraged to look for photo opportunities at 
PRAS walkabouts and field trips. 

Photography Group Report  by Bill Marr 

Volunteer of the Month 
Congratulations to Ken Ferris who is our volunteer 
of the month.  Ken has been helping to maintain 
Audubon-Pennington Park for 17 years!  Whether 
keeping the trails clear, removing non-native plants, 
picking up garbage, or repairing fences, Ken has 
been an important part of maintaining our eight acre 
sanctuary.  Many thanks to Ken for his dripping sweat and care. 
 
Audubon-Pennington Nature Park is a small, neighborhood park that 
PRAS leases from Charlotte County. The park features cypress swamp, 
oak hammock, and pine flatwoods, and contains an interesting variety of 
plants and animals.  Amenities include trails, signs, and a few 
scattered benches. It is located in Port Charlotte on Alton Rd., between 
Midway Blvd. and Peachland, approximately 1.5 miles west of Kings Hwy. 
Maintenance is provided by PRAS volunteers and the County. 
 
Unfortunately, volunteers to help maintain our park are very sporadic.  
Presently there are few people helping Ken and he really needs your help.  
He is at the park from 8-10 AM every Wednesday morning and we hope 
you will join him to help make sure the trails are clear and try to control 
exotic species such as Brazilian pepper, Caesar weed, and air potato.  If 
you are able to help regularly but Wednesdays are not optimal, then the 
maintenance day can be adjusted.  Please contact Ken for more informa-
tion at 629-6653. 



Field Trips and Walkabouts 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1: Walkabout: Tippecanoe II (Note Location Change) 
 Dave Lancaster 941-625-0979 
April 13: Shorebird identification at Bunche Beach 
              Kevin Edwards (South carpool location) 
April 19: Field Trip: Corkscrew Swamp 
 Eleanor Marr 941-624-4182 (South carpool location) 
May 6: Walkabout: Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center 
 Phyllis Cady 941-575-4009 
May 17: Field Trip: Fish-Eating Creek 
 Mike Krzyzkowski 941-812-0764 (East carpool location) 
 

***For Walkabouts: meet at the park entrance at 8 AM *** 
   *For Field Trips meet at designated place (*see below) 

  at 7 AM unless otherwise noted 
Carpool locations: 
North: Peachland Mall:24133 Peachland Blvd., Pt Charlotte 
East: Winn Dixie lot: 27680 Bermont Road, Punta Gorda 
South: Sweet Bay lot: 10175 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda 

    Surprise Field Trips 
Soon we will be announcing two special surprise field trips.  We 

would like to make such surprise trips periodically.  If you would like 
to hear about these trips you will need to be signed up to either our 

‘PRAS Updates’ email group or our ‘Nature Alert’ email group.  . 

 
   

 
March 20: Annual Banquet, silent auction and photo contest 
                 Jo Morrison Babcock Ranch:Tales of Bygone Days 
April 17:  Missy Christie - Sea Turtles & Shorebirds  
May 15 : Members night: PRAS members present slides 

Speaker Schedule 
 
 
 
 

We had a wonderful trip down Shell 
Creek in the morning of Jan 12th – originally we had planned 
on kayaking the Myakka, but due to the low water level and a 
fish kill from the previous weeks cold front it was decided to 
move it over to Shell Creek off of Washington Loop Road in 
Punta Gorda. A total of 14 of us – 10 kayakers and 4 canoers 
met at Hathaway Park at about 9am  and launched success-
fully. Proud to note that all returned safely to the ramp at about 
12:30. The weather was beautiful, the scenery absolutely pris-
tine and we good photo ops at a good sized gator and several 
limpkins. “River talk” was varied and it was a good opportu-
nity to get to know each other better. Some topics – boats, kay-
aks, computer dating (very interesting), politics, political can-
didates, cruising, past lives and jobs, and some wonderful sto-
ries (ask Linda about her dancing story!). I don’t know what it 
is about “river talk”, but it definitely relaxes the inhibitions! 
 
There was discussion of doing it again soon and perhaps Prarie 
Creek would be a good spot. It’s also a beautiful stretch of old 
wild Florida river with many large cypress and oaks overhang-
ing the creek and good wildlife. It’s located off Washington 
Loop Road 1 mile further north of Hathaway Park and the put 
in is to the right just before you cross the creek. Parking is 
somewhat limited, but can be done. No facilities, but can use 
Hathaway Park before and after trip. Will need to check the 
water level shortly before the trip if we decide to do it. 

January Kayak Trip  Report  
by Mike Kkrzyzkowski 

A Hearty Welcome to the following New Members  

Subscribe to ‘PRAS Update’ to receive 2 or 3 monthly email re-
minders of upcoming meetings and field trips. 
 

To sign up or for more information  
contact webmaster@peaceriveraudubon.org or visit   

http://www.PeaceRiverAudubon.org/ 
 

Subscribe to ‘Nature Alert’ to communicate with others concerned 
with nature, wildlife, and protecting the environment in the Charlotte 
County area 

Natalie Conklin 
Cynthia Coutts 
Dr. Joan Craft 
Ms. Marlene December 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Edwards 
John & Bev Fornouder 
Christie M. Foster 
Ms. Cathi Gadbois 
Ms. Susan Gittins 
Mr. Martin Hollingsworth 

 
Ms. Vivian K. Hylan 
Mr. Dan McGinnis 
Mr. Marc Melser 
Ms. Roberta E. Rankin 
Mr. J.E. Schnell 
Ms. Martha Thrall 
Mrs. Thomas Townsend 
Mr. Robert Vreeland 
Ms. Adele Westman 

 

An Evening with Audubon 
Photo Contest Rules 

(Annual Banquet Photo Contest Enter your latest and greatest 
pictures in our annual photo contest! After the judging, all the 
pictures will be placed in the silent auction fundraiser.  Please 
be ready to sign your picture for the auction winners.  Banquet 

attendees will judge the competition. 
Rules are as follows: 
• 8x10 color or black & white print of any nature oriented subject 
• Photoshop enhancements are allowed 
• No signatures or identification on the print. 
• No frames.  PRAS will provide black poster board for display. 
 
Entry fee: $5 for one print 
                 $10 for 3 prints 

Board Nominations Needed 
 
The PRAS board has selected a nominating 
committee consisting of Cathy Olson, Mary 
Ann Hughes, and Walt Williams. This commit-
tee is responsible for seeking nominations for 
the 2008-2009  Board of Directors. No experi-
ence is necessary, only a willingness to help move our Audubon soci-
ety forward.  If you are able to serve your chapter and community or 
can think of someone who may be, please send nominations to the 
committee chair Cathy Olson at olsonc@peaceriveraudubon.org 
or call 941-613-6753. 
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Peace River Audubon Society Membership Application / Renewal 
 

Join us for some fun and birding.  Help protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, & the wildlife we love...help us protect Florida.   
 

___ New Membership  
___ Renewal 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
Organization: ________________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________  
Phone: (        ) _______________________________  
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

      
 

 

The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit organization.  Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872.  We do not engage a professional solicitor and 100% of the 
funds generated by this request will be used to support our Chapter programs.  Our registration number with the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701.  

 
Check the “Exp” date on your address label!   
“1208” means your PRAS and/or National membership expires 
December 2008. To save the cost of sending reminders, please 
use the application below to renew your membership. If you 
have questions please call Phyllis Cady at 575-4009 or send an 
email to: membership@peaceriveraudubon.org 

Electronic White Bird: If you would like to receive the White Bird via e-mail,  please send a request to : whitebird@peaceriveraudubon.org 

------------- ---------- ----------- ----------- ---------- --------------- --------------- ---------------- -----------

    Bird of the Month:  Ruby-throated Hummingbird(Archilochus colubris) 
        by Cathy Olson, PRAS Board member     

MAIL CHECK WITH THIS FORM TO: 
PRAS, PO box 510760, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760 

 
 
 
 

The Ruby-throated hummingbird is our most common hummingbird and can be found in subur-
ban areas if suitable flowers or feeders are provided.  This is the only species of hummingbird that 
breeds in eastern North America.  Most individuals winter in Central America, but some stay the 
winter in south Florida.  Here in Southwest Florida they feed on the flowers of red salvia, coral 
bean, fire bush and coral honeysuckle. This tiny bird, which weighs about the same amount as a 
penny, is one of the few birds that can fly backwards, upside down and hover.  The characteristic 
hum of this bird is caused by the rapid wing beats: 53 beats per second! 

(   ) $20 Local Audubon Membership Only 
      Includes the “White Bird” newsletter with local news   articles,  
      local meetings, field trips, bird walks, & special events. 
         All proceeds stay within local chapter 
                  

(   ) $20 Local and National Audubon 
       Includes all of the above plus National Audubon magazine. 
 

(   )  Additional Gift for PRAS 
        Please help PRAS continue our educational and   
        conservation programs with a tax deductible contribution. 
 
                                         Total Enclosed $ _________ 

Chapter Code: E14-7XCH 
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