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HARVEST SUPPER/MEMBERSHIP MEETING
OCTOBER 17 - 6:15 PM

Our annual Harvest Supper will begin on Thursday, October 17, at 6:15 pm, at the Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, 2565 Tamiami Trail in Port Charlotte.

The main dish and beverages will be provided. Audubon members are requested to bring a
vegetable, pasta, salad or dessert dish to serve 6-8 people. Also, please bring your own plate and
utensils.

Following the dinner will be a presentation by Ralph Mitchell....

“BENEFICIAL BUGS”

Ralph E. Mitchell is the Director/Horticulture Agent for the Charlotte County Extension Service. In this
assignment, he is responsible for administration, supervision, coordination and leadership of the total
program and staff. His responsibilities also include effective working relationships with clientele, county
officials, community leaders, media, related agencies and the general public.

Hailing from Watertown, New York, Ralph, his wife Sanita, and his daughter Nicole live in Charlotte
County.

Prior to accepting this position, Ralph worked for the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County,
Watertown, New York as Consumer/Commercial Horticulture & Youth Plant Science/Natural Resources
Educator.

Having an MA in Education, and a BS in Agricultural and Resource Technology, Ralph also served two
terms with the US Peace Corps in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, West Indies.

Ralph's hobbies include gardening, fishing, travel, West Indian culture, natural history, paleontology, and
archeology. Ralph can be reached at: ralph.mitchell@charlottefl.com

PRAS OFFICIALLY AGAINST PHOSPHATE MINING

I Thank you to all members present at the September 19 membership meeting for unanimously supporting the
I Board’s recommendation to go on record as being opposed to any further large-scale strip (Phosphate) mining
; in Florida. We will now start publicizing our chapter’s position on this issue.

|

I The Board appreciates your support.

Larry Linn, Conservation Committee Chairman



President’s Message

Summer is coming to an end; soon we will have our snow birds back, both avian and human. The PRAS Board has been busy over
the summer planning future events and attending conservation meetings. We have a variety of events and programs for the
upcoming months; some new and some familiar. New events include a yard sale to benefit scrub-jay habitat acquisition off
Washington Loop Road and a 5K cross-country run to benefit environmental education. Some of the familiar events include the
Christmas Bird Count, Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival, Annual Banquet and Silent Auction, Birdathon; and, of course, our field
trips and programs. The Conservation Committees are actively involved with phosphate mining, Everglades restoration, water
conservation and many more activities. If you would like to volunteer your time and expertise with any of these programs, let us
know!

The PRAS Board would like for our members to know us better. In order to do this, we will each briefly describe who we are and
what we are hoping to do for PRAS over the next few months.

First and foremost, I am an ecologist. I have always been fascinated with the way nature works and the way each of the players
(whether critter, plant or element) interacts. I took this love of wanting to know how things work and went to school. In 1994 I
graduated from the University of Maryland with a B.S. in Natural Resources Management. After a brief time in the work force, I
went back to school and earned a M.S. in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation from the University of Florida. I have been in Florida
ever since, trying to put the “how and why” pieces together.

Florida has over 650 endemic species; which is greater than all states other than Hawaii and California.
Unfortunately, like Hawaii and California, development pressure is high and property rights and
politics govern our natural resources. As an ecologist, I want to help save the truly unique attributes of
Florida so that they are available to study and enjoy in the future. As president of PRAS, I want to share
my experiences and motivation so we can be part of the solution to Florida’s natural resource conflicts.

Cathy Olsen

WHAT YOUR BOARD’S DONE........

Continued membership in the Arts and Humanities Council

Washington Loop Scrub was nominated for Audubon National’s request for the Land and Water Conservation Fund
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church sent a letter thanking PRAS for the donation to hold meetings there

People for Trees festival will be held on January 18 - any volunteers to man a booth for PRAS?

CHEC'’s Planned-giving Program will be included in the White Bird

George Marks will cast PRAS vote for Audubon of Florida Board member nominee, Brad Cornell of Collier Co

PRAS website host went out of business—Bill Coombs will work to build a new site and relink to AOF and NAS
Schedule of Events will be published in the near future - see field trip additions on calendar

Revised budget was reviewed and approved

SWF Regional (phosphate mining issues, Chapter planning, expenses for AOF representative) and Caloosa Regional
(Babcock issues, scrub jay habitat mitigation program, Panther Habitat Plan and a Land Use Action Plan) Reports were
reviewed
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= Miscellaneous future planning for events such as the Nature Festival, 5K Run, Scrub Jay Garage Sale—volunteers
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YOUR 2002-3 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ARE...

OFFICERS: DIRECTORS:  w41) | |COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Commitce Chairs (contd):
President Cathy Olson John Aspiolea 575- . . ommittee Chairs (contd):
613-6753 7788 Archivist ) Dennis Hungerford )
Betty Coombs 639- Audubon Pennington Park Roger E'LAAC.rep John Asp'lolea
Vice Presid ) 4961 Blackmore Field Trips Gene Christensen
Vice President Kathi Rader- Chuck Froman 243 Back yard Bird Count TBA Dave Mathewson
Gibson 5204 Birdathon George Marks Finance ) George Marks
474-3065 Joan Froman 243- CHEC Representative Cathy Olson Hospitality Cyndi Marks
5204 Christmas Bird Count Cathy Olson Membersh1p Betty Coombs
Secretary Peggy Kampert Dennis Hungerford 627- Columbus McLeod George Marks Nature Festival Cathy Olson
235-3160 5405 ¢ Conservation Calusa George Marks gr%glrams PJegg{ Kampert
Conservation SWF John Aspiolea ublicity Oy Linn
Treasurer Larry Linn ;gggy Kampert 235 Larry Li};m Zi'lsnt Auction Kathi Rader-
637-8160 . i 1bson
Joy Linn 637- Fducation Eﬁ}gﬂyé&;r:ﬁen Web Master Bill Coombs
White Bird Editor ~ Joy Linn




AUDUBON ASSEMBLY: OCT 24-27

Basics are:

REGISTER

If you want more information about the Audubon Assembly, please pick up one of the Audubon of
Florida newsletters “Florida Naturalist” from the table in the back of the room at the next meeting.

Early Registration Price will be $95. After September 9, late registration fee is $125

LOCATION - Orlando Airport Marriott $99 per night, single or double. Mention you are with Audubon of
Florida to get this rate. Reservations: (407) 851-9000 or 1-800-766-6752.

POINTS DISCUSSED BY ELLIOT KAMPERT AT SEPTEMBER 19 MEMBERSHIP MEETING (as requested by attendees):

Smart Growth - Development that balances the economy, the community, and the environment.

Mix land uses - In excess of 200,000 platted lots; commercial lands are restricted primarily to major road corridors; lack of industrial lands. Why
mix land uses? Diversify tax base. Residential land uses often do not pay for the services they receive.

Create Walkable Neighborhoods — get to know your neighbors and get involved in your neighborhoods.

Foster Distinctive, Attractive Communities with a Strong Sense of Place — Develop Neighborhood Plans and involve residents.

Preserve Open Space, Farmland, Natural Beauty,
and Critical Environmental Areas Environmental
Lands Acquisition Advisory Council (ELAAC); 350-acre
Tippecanoe Scrub; 180+ acres of Amberjack Slough;
486-acre Fairway Woodlands Tract; parkland through
the Florida Communities Trust.

Charlotte County has also supported the State’s

efforts to purchase major tracts such as: Charlotte

Harbor Buffer Preserve, Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods,
Cape Haze/Charlotte Harbor project.

Scrub-jay Habitat Conservation Plan - Tippecanoe ||
FCT - Edgewater Mitigation

Provide a Variety of Transportation Choices: Dial-
A-Ride, sidewalks, bike lanes, Cape Haze Pioneer
Trail.

Encourage Community and Stakeholder
Collaboration in Development Decisions - What
kind of community do we want to be? General public
involvement is essential - need a BCC watcher.

Tell me Aow I can help the Environment
With a Charitable Remainder Trust ?

Inecoyme o Life

Income Tor a second beneficiary
An immedinate Tax deduction
Satizfaction of benefiting CHEC

For information or a detailed brochore, please write or call
The Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center, 100941 Burnt
Siore Road, Ponta Gorda, FL 33958,

Telephane (F14) STS=54095

Aak for Publication 8160

What You CGive To Mature-Mature Gives Bock To ¥You
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10/17 Harvest Supper/Membership mtg 6:15 pm “Beneficial
Bugs” with Ralph Mitchell, County Extension Director/

: Horticulture Agent

: 10719 Field Trip - TBA

. 11/10  Field Trip--Charlie Sample (call Kathi Rader-Gibson 474-

: 3065)

L 11/21 Membership meeting (7 pm social /7:30 meeting)

. “Conservation Priorities for Audubon of Florida” - Eric

. Draper, Director of Conservation, Audubon of Florida

2 12/7 Birding Class (7)

< 12/14 Christmas Bird Count - Cathy Olson, Chair

. 12/19  Christmas Bird Count Social

: 200

/11 Garage Sale (for Scrub Jay Habitat) - Cathy Olson

- 1/16 Membership meeting (7 pm social /7:30 meeting)

: “National Estuary Program” - Dr. Lisa Beever, Director
: of the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program

2 1/18 Field Trip - Whooping Cranes at Lake Kissimmee, Gene
. Christenson 575-4170

21 Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival

2/8 5K Cross-country Wildlife Run

< 2/20 Membership meeting (7 pm social/7:30 meeting)

: “Burrowing Owls” - Cindy Bear

2 2/22 Field Trip - Bait Bucket Trail road, John Aspiola 575-5861
2 3/20 Membership meeting (7 pm social /7:30 meeting)

: “Techniques and Practices” - Mike Kemmerer, Wildlife
. Biologist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Land Management
$3/22 Field Trip - Babcock Webh Wildlife Management Area,
: Leader TBA

- 4/5 Birdathon - George Marks, Chair

: 4/19 Field Trip - Stump Pass, Leader TBA

T 4/24 Banquet/Silent Auction, Victoria Estates - Clyde Butcher,

Artist, Photographer

- Meeting site:  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2565 Tamiami Trail, Pt

. Charlotte.

.................................................

PLEASE USE the following application form to
invite your friends and neighbors to join you
in Audubon! We always welcome new

AuDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
Phone (optional) ( )

[ Please enroll me as a National Audubon Society and Peace River

Audubon Society member. | will receive Audubon and The Florida

Naturalist magazines plus the Peace River White Bird newsletter.
One year - $20 Two years - $35

Send this completed application with your check to:
The National Audubon Society
Membership Data Center
P.0. Box 51003 El4
Boulder, CO 80323-1003 7XCH

OR..

[ Please enroll me for a 1-year White Bird subscription.

Please mail this application with your $10 check to:
Peace River Audubon Society, PO Box 510760,
Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760.

The following information must now appear on all solicitation requests:
“The Peace River Audubon Society is a 501 ( ¢ )(3) non-profit organization.
Our Federal tax ID number is 59-2190872. We do not engage a
professional solicitor and 100% of the funds generated by this request will
be used to support our Chapter programs. Our registration number with
the FDA Division of Consumer Services is SC-040701. “

Peace River Audubon Society
PO Box 510760
Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0760

." Printed on Recycled Paper
'-’ Min-it Print Shoppe (folding donated)

Non-profit organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Punta Gorda, FL 33951
Permit No. 100
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